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The Scottish Ornithologists’ Club was formed in 1936 to encourage all aspects of ornithology in 
Scotland. It has local branches which meet in Aberdeen, Ayr, the Borders, Dumfries, Dundee, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Inverness, New Galloway, Orkney, St Andrews, Stirling, Stranraer and Thurso, 
each with its own programme of field meetings and winter lectures. The Waterston Library at the 
Club’s headquarters at 21 Regent Terrace, Edinburgh EH7 5BT is the most comprehensive 
ornithological library in Scotland, and is available for reference during office hours (Monday to 
Friday, 9.00 - 17.00 hrs). (But please phone beforehand). A comprehensive stock of Scottish local 
bird reports is held at headquarters and may be purchased by mail order. 


Two issues of Scottish Birds are published each year, in June and in December. Scottish Birds is 
issued free to members of the Scottish Ornithologists’ Club, who also receive the quarterly 
newsletter Scottish Bird News and the annual Scottish Bird Report. These are available to non- 
members at a subscription rate (1992) of £30. 
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The Scottish Ornithologists’ Club was formed in 1936 with the aim of encouraging all 
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branches around Scotland which meet in Ayr, the Borders, Dumfries, Dundee, Edinburgh, | 
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Editorial 


Bird Reports have change , in terms of the timing, distribution and numbers of birds, as their raison d'etre. 
Change also effects the way in which birds are recorded. The Scottish Birds Records Committee have instituted 
change in the way in which records are validated, ensuring that Local Records Committees have a nationwide 
coverage. These panels look at the local rarities, those species not covered by the SBRC and British Birds 
Rarities Committee, but deemed unusual enough to necessitate a description to confirm the identity of the bird 
concerned. This change came into effect for all records of 1994 and after and observers are asked to routinely 
submit to local recorders all descriptions of all birds that fall into the responsibilities of the various committees. 


Writing descriptions is never fun but please bear in mind that we must have confidence in the published reports 
we are leaving to posterity. To help indicate what species require descriptions on a national basis, an asterisk 
has been placed in front of the species' names in the Systematic List. You will have to consult the Local Bird 
Report to see what your Local Records Committee requires in terms of descriptions on a local basis. 


Change also comes with yet another reform of local government. We are lucky that most of the changes retain 
the current boundaries, the re-organisation mostly involving a re-structuring of the districts and regions into 
new entities. These changes have prompted a debate about the whole way in which recording areas are defined. 
Some want to retain the status quo, some would like to adopt 10km squares (as the BTO have) while others 
wish to return to Watsonian vice-counties, based on boundaries from the 1950s! The SBR will resist change 
for the time being. Scottish local recording areas mostly conform to the current local authority boundaries, 
at either regional or district level, and until usage creates a demand to switch to the new boundaries, it is 
deemed best to continuue with what is known and matches most birders reference maps. 


As far as the controversy about changing bird names is concerned, the SBR wiil maintain a consensus of 
what is used in Scottish local areas reports. Two have adopted the new British Birds names but most have 
stuck with the familiar names. Only in one species, Carpodaus erythrinus, is there a wider split, Common 
Rosefinch being preferred to Scarlet Rosefinch. 


Every year brings changes to the Scottish avifauna, and 1993 was no exception. 1993 saw the first Cetti's 
Warbler at Leith, Marmora's Warbler at St.Abbs and Spanish Sparrow on North Ronaldsay. In addition 
there was the second Lesser Scaup on Shetland, Bridled Tern on Eigg; as well as the second and third Pallid 
Harriers in Perthshire and Shetland. Other third reports include a Wilson's Petrel off Shetland, a Sharp- 
tailed Sandpiper on Shetland and the Farne Islands Lesser Crested Tern in Borders 


On the breeding front we had the first regular breeding of Reed Warbler in Dumfries & Galloway, and 
territory holding, but not breeding, Woodlark and Eastern Stonechat. The Red Kite reintroduction gathered 
momentum as has the colonisation of Ruddy Duck. Breeding was badly effected by yet another cold and wet 
spring and the heavy snow in mid-May had considerable repercussions for the survival of many upland and 
riverine species. 


Amongst the events of the year were exceptional winter numbers of Blackcap, an influx of Ross's Gull & 
Iceland Gull with a few Kumlien's Gull included, as well as the Braer oiling in Shetland. There is also a 
noticeable increase in the frequency of escaped Eastern Asian species appearing - with another Pallas's 
Rosefinch, two records of Long-tailed Rosefinch, a Verditer Flycacther and a Chinese Grosbeak ! 


Ray Murray, July 1995. 
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Introduction 
This is the 26th Scottish Bird Report to be published by the Scottish Ornithologists’ Club. It covers the whole country 


and was compiled from material published in local area reports. It is on these local area reports that the SBR is based. 
We have reports from all areas for 1993 although the data for the Uists & Benbecula and for Arran was in summary 
form. Local areas are named and mapped on the inside back cover of the SBR with a full list of the recorders and the 
areas they cover. 

It must be emphasised that I can only publish what is submitted to the local recorders and appears in the local area reports. 
Accounts for any area are what has been observed, and reported, in that year, not a summary of what is actually 
there ! They are, in effect, a sample, some of which are more comprehensive than others. 


As a summary it is felt appropriate to abbreviate the area names as much as possible. Many of the recording areas are 
referred to by the briefest abbreviation possible for comprehension. These are listed, along with an area map, at the 
back of the SBR . Other abbreviations used are listed below. 

Only selected records are given. Precedence is given to peak counts, breeding populations and migration patterns. All 
national rarities and semi-rarities are included where some decision on their validity has been taken by the BBRC or 
the SBRC. Any records still pending will be added to future reports. 

If more details are required on any records published here, the first source should be the Local Bird Report and then 


the Local Recorder. 


The sequence and scientific names in the species list follow the Voous sequence. (See Voous, K.H. 1973-1977. Listof | 


Holarctic Bird Species. Ibis 115: 612-638 & 119: 223-250.) 

Data from the British Trust for Ornithology Common Bird Census (CBC) and the Constant Effort Sites scheme (CES) 
are presented as the indices for the year concerned in the form of a percentage change ( + or -) from the level of the 
previous year. In the CBCthere are separate indices for woodland (W) and farmland (F) or where the sample is too small 
to be valid, all (A) data are used. The CES gives some indication of the chnages in the numbers of adults and young 
trapped in each year. Data is taken from the indices published in B.7.0. News . 


Birds of the Estuaries Enquiry data (BoEE) is presented mostly as stacked histograms showing the birds counted in | 


each month of the year at the major estuaries. Counts are grouped by the BoKE from more than 20 counting areas 
but data have been clumped to represent the five major coastal areas of Scotland; 

Forth Tyninghame & Forth. 

Tay & NE Eden, Tay, Montrose Basin. Dee, Don, Ythan. 

Moray Spey, Inner Moray Forth, Cromarty Firth, Dornoch Firth, Loch Fleet. 

Clyde Inner Clyde, Irvine, Loch Ryan. 

Solway Luce Bay, Wigtown Bay, Fleet Bay, Kirkcudbright Bay, Auchencairn Bay, Rough Firth, Solway. 


Like most of the records in the SBR, the BoEE figures cannot tell the whole story. Some counts at some estuaries are | 
more complete than others, some counts were conducted on different days within a month and in others no count was |; 


conducted at all incertain months. They should be treated, as should all the records in the SBR, as samples ( albeit more | 
comprehensive) representing what occurred at the time. 
Two conventions are used to indicate breeding success: MBS - mean brood size, is used when the data comprises counts 

of broods, the MBS calculated by dividing the number of young by the number of broods; MBP - mean biveding | 
production, is used when the breeding population is known, the number of young being divided by the number of pairs | 
attempting to breed. MBP includes pairs that were unsuccessful and so will almost always have a lower value than MBP | 
which only counts successful outcomes. 


) 


| 


} 


Abbreviations 
ig Description required, all br2 brood of two young, cle. Jan all months cut to 3 letters | 
records vetted. MCS — mean clutch size max | maximum, minimum etc. 
m,mm _ male (s) MBS © inean brood size /hr hourly rate for passage | 
fff female (s) MBP mean breeding production RSG Raptor Study Group 
pr(s) pairs (Ss) juv juvenile m, Km metres, kilometres. 
(34) — equivalent figure for imm immature Km’ square kilometres 
previous year Ist-w — first-winter plumage, ete. Res Reservoir | 
AON — apparently occupied nest Ist-s — first-summer plumage, ete, Pt Point | 
AOT =o ajyitently occupied territory N,SE © flight direction l/P.” och: take/ Pond 
c/2 clutch of two eggs, etc. or area Of Scotland R River or Reserve? | 
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Notice to Contributors 

Allrecords should be sent directly to the appropriate SOC Local recorder. They should be on one side of a sheet of paper 
only, and if possible in the Voous order (as in this report). Some Local Recorders can cope with computer-based data 
and welcome material on a floppy disc (always accompanied by hard-copy). You should ask the Local Recorder 
concerned for the particular arrangements if this option is available. 

Observers are directed to the Local Bird Reports for the type of information required. All notes for the previous year 
should be sent in promptly to Recorders by the end of January, but more frequent submissions are welcome. Monthly 
or quarterly submission spreads the workload of the Recorder. 
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The Scottish Birds Records Committee 


The Scottish Birds Records Committee was set up by the 
SOC in 1984 to consider records of species not rare 
enough in Britain to be dealt with by the British Birds 
Rarities Committee, but which were rare in Scotland. 


The Committee examined 77 records for 1993. 62 were 
accepted and 1S5were found to be unacceptable (in most 
cases they were considered possible but not proven). 


One particular area of concern to the Committee was the 
status of Yellow-legged Gull in Scotland. While the 
SBRC accepts that large gulls with yellow legs are seen 
in Scotland, there is considerable doubt as to what 
population they belong to. Are they Yellow-legged 
Gulls from the Mediterranean area or yellow-legged 
Herring Gulls, possibly from the Baltic area? Ron 
Forrester has commenced work on a short paper for the 
SBRC that will will hopefully be published at a future 
date. 


Work with the Scottish List has continued with Peter 
Gordon drafting a list of all species that have been 
recorded on five or less occasions in Scotland. This will 
form the basis of a review of these Scottish rarities. 


S.B.R.C. List 1995 


All the species listed below require to be vetted either by the Scottish Birds Records Committee or one of the local area | 
records committees that now cover most of Scotland. If a record comes from an area without a committee, the Local 
Recorder will forward the description to the SBRC. All species marked by an asterisk in the SBR Systematic List require | 
a description. Descriptions, including those required for the BBRC, should be sent to the area Local Recorder who will 


then forward it to the appropriate body for vetting. 


The SBRC will re-convene the Scottish Local Record- 
ers Conference. There has not been a full Conference for 
some years and there are a number of areas that require 
discussion that influence the work of the SBRC, local 
recorders and local bird report editors. An agenda for the 
Recorders Conference will be drawn up at the SOC 
Annual Conference at Kingussie in November. Any 
suggestions for items are welcomed. 


Please note that with effect from the 1994 Scottish 
Bird Report, records of species appearing on the 
BBRC & SBRC lists will not be published unless they 
have been assessed and accepted by the BBRC, 
SBRC or one of the local committees. The 1993 SBR 
has identified (with an asterisk) all species that come 
into that category. 


Bruce Forrester has been nominated to stand for the 
place onthe SBRC that will be vacated on the retirement 
of Angus Hogg. 

All records should be sent to the SBRC via the Local 
Recorder who should forward correspondence to Ron 
Forrester, Secretary SBRC, 31 Argyle Terrace, 
Rothesay, Isle of Bute, PA20 OBD. 


CORY’S SHEARWATER KENTISH PLOVER SAVI’S WARBLER 

GREAT SHEARWATER PECTORAL SANDPIPER AQUATIC WARBLER 
MEDITERRANEAN SHEARWATER BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER MARSH WARBLER 
LITTLE EGRET MEDITERRANEAN GULL ICTERINE WARBLER 
PURPLE HERON SABINE'S GULL MELODIOUS WARBLER 

WHITE STORK RING-BILLED GULL DARTFORD WARBLER 
SPOONBILL HERRING GULL yellow-legged races BARRED WARBLER 
GREEN-WINGED TEAL michahellis & cachinnans PALLAS'S WARBLER 
RING-NECKED DUCK BEE-EATER FIRECREST 
FERRUGINOUS DUCK LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER RED-BREASTED FLYCATCHER | 
SURF SCOTER SHORT-TOED LARK BEARDED TIT | 
HONEY BUZZARD WOODLARK WOODCHAT SHRIKE 
MONTAGU’S HARRIER RICHARD'S PIPIT SERIN 
ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD TAWNY PIPIT COMMON ROSEFINCH 
HOBBY WATER PIPIT CIRL BUNTING 
CRANE NIGHTINGALE ORTOLAN BUNTING | 


STONE CURLEW 
LITTLE RINGED PLOVER 


CETT?S WARBLER 


LITTLE BUNTING 
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Species List for 1993 


Red Throated Diver Gavia stellata 

61 Spey Bay M&N, 52 Greenock Clyde & 30L.Ryan 
D&G in Jan; 80 Inverness/Beauly I&R, 36 Nairn Bars, 
46 Spey Bay & 47 Burghead M&N , 58 L.Ryan D&G 
& 45 Blackness L in Feb; 90 Turnberry shore Ayr, 114 
Nairn Bars I&R & 32 Burghead M&N in Mar. 

45N Peterhead NE in Mar. 47 Nairn Bars in Apr but an 
amazing 1,312 Hatterseat-Drum NE in May. 
Breeding: Shet 53-54prs (59) sampled Unst, Eshaness, 
N.Roe & Bressay, fledged 0.82 young/pr, just above average: 
site at Northmavine, Mainland dropped from 28prs in 1982 to 
only 7prs in 1993; Ork 94prs sampled produced an MBP of 
0.54. From Walsh et al JNCC, 1994. 
Caith 7-8prs,only lpr successful; I&R 9prs Rum 
raised 8 young, 3 prs Eigg raised 3 young; Arg min 
29prs; P&K 2prs, only 1 young + 5 displaying ads 
elsewhere; M&N Ipr present; Cent 1pr raised 2 young 
with 3ads at 3 other sites; Clyde 1 site. 

Passage:23S Kinshaldy F 14 Sep; 46S Machrihanish 
and 92S Frenchman's Rocks Arg in Sep. 

Winter: 326 Spey Bay, 80 Burghead, 53 Nairn Bars & 
69 Aberlady L in Oct; 63 Spey Bay, 67 Burghead, 52 
Nairn Bars & 34 Riff Bank I&R in Nov; 65N Brora 
Suth & 35 Nairn Bars in Dec. 


Black Throated Diver Gavia arctica 

15 Sinclairs Bay Caith, only Jan-Feb count >10 birds. 
42 Turnberry shore Ayr in Mar. 7 Hobbister Ork and 
7 Turnberry in Apr. 20 L.Indaal, Islay Arg in May. 
Breeding: Caith 1pr;Suth 2 juvs reported; 1&R 31prs, 
17 raised 22 young. 11 young from rafts; OHeb 8prs : 
Lewis& Harris raised 4 young; P&K 3prs with 2young, 
prs seen at 3 other sites; Arg 8prs, 6 reared 3 young; 
Cent 2 prs reared 2 young. 

Scattered reports 1-3 birds from most coasts in Sep. 
High counts:64 Embo coast Suth, 49 Sound of Gigha 
Arg, & 25 Burghead M&N in Oct; 23 Turnberry area 
in Nov & 12 L.Fleet Suth in Dec. 


Great Northern Diver Gavia immer 

77 Mainland Shet, 32 Burghead M&N & 35 Colonsay 
Arg in Feb; 22 Turnberry Ayr in Mar. 40 W.Loch 
Tarbet Arg, 30 Echnaloch & 40 Papay Sound Ork & 23 
Dunnet Bay Apr; 21 N.Ronaldsay Ork & 30 L.Indaal, 
Islay Arg in May. 

Summering birds: max 5 Fetlar Shet &5 Balnakeil Bay 
Suth with 17 birds Arg, 1-4 Caith, 1 NE and 1 A&D. 
Early 4 Echnaloch 12 Aug & 1 St.Andews F 16 Aug. 
Main influx Oct: 63 Sound of Gigha Arg, 15 Dunnet 
Bay & 14 Quendale Shet; 32 Bring Deeps Ork and 
20 Skelda Voe-Whiteness Shet in Nov; with 30 Skelda 
Voe-Whiteness and 32 Bring Deeps in Dec. 
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*White Billed Diver Gavia adamsii 

4 records. 

1 Fetlar Shet 23 Jan; 1 Burravoe, N.Roe Shet 17 Apr; 
1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 2-9 May; 1 Stoer Head Suth 6 Nov. 
Photo: N.Roe bird Birding World 6:132. 

[1987] 1 Sandside-Melvich Bays Suth 14 & 16 Aug. 


Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 
Best counts: 8 L.Etive Arg in Jan; 12 Clyde Est. Clyde 
& 10 Almond Pools L in Feb; 6 Coul Res. F in Mar 


Breeding: 
Sites Pairs Young Sites Pairs Young 

Ork 6 7 2 Cent 3 15 21 
Caith 7 8 5 Fife u 39 22 
I&R 2 2 1 Loth 21 37 ? 
M&N 14 13 ? Bord 22 19 14 
NE 9 7 ? Arg 6 11 ? 
P&K 14 9 fH Clyde 35 55 31 
A&D 4 YU 5 Ayr 27 34 16 


MBS: Bord 2.00, Ayr 1.78 & MBP Clyde 1.2 

19 Auldearn & 15 L.Loy M&N with 15 L.Connel 
D&G in Aug; 20 Carseback P&K, 40 Cameron Res. & 
20 Kilconquhar L. F, with 33 Clyde at Carstairs & 16 
Hogganfield L. Clyde in Sep; 16 Threave D&G in Oct. 
No later reports of >10 birds later. 


Juv Little Grebe 
David Mitchell 


Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 

135 Silverknowes-Wardie & 90 Blackness-Queensferry 
L and 89 Lunan Bay A&D in Jan; 296 Kinneil Cent & 
217 Silverknowes in Feb; 200 Kinneil in Mar. 


Breeding: 

Sites Pairs Young Sites Pairs Young 
M&N 1 1 0 Loth 10 2 9 
NE 1 4 ? Bord 6 6 5 
A&D 6 11 6 Clyde 16 35 18 
P&K 10 15 ell Ayr 3 5 5 
Fife 2 22 6 D&G 4 5 2 
Cent 6 9 5 
MBP Clyde 0.7. 


Autumn assemblies mostly Forth, more widespread 
into winter : 110 Kinneil & 109 Silverknowes in Jul; 
265 Kinneil, 226 Silverknowes & 125 Musselburgh L in 
Aug; 133 Silverknowes & 102 Musselburgh in Sep; 
98 Ardmore Pt. Clyde; 213 Kinneil and 87 L.Ryan 
D&G in Oct. 
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Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena 
1-2 birds reported Jan-Apr in Shet, Ork, NE, Fife, Arg, 
Clyde and D&G; main population in Forth. 
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Usual pair summered Bord 18 Mar-20 Jun but once 
again no proof of breeding,. 1 nearby site 8 May. 
Singles L.Spynie M&N 18 May; on sea L.Eriboll Suth 
25 Jun; and Kilconquhar L. F 18 Jul. 

Autumn/winter singles in Shet, M&N, A&D, Bord, 
Clyde, Ayr and D&G. 5 Kinshaldy & 4 Eden Estuary F 
in Sep; 2 St.Andrews F in Oct; 2 Dornoch/Embo Suth 
in Nov. 


Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus 

15 Embo Suth & 15 Gosford Bay LinJan; 2 Firth 
I&R, 23 Trestra Voe Shet, 22 Gullane Point. L in Feb; 
40 L.Indaal, Islay Arg, and 19 Musselburgh L in Mar; 
65 Dornoch I&R & 30 L.of Harray Ork in Apr. 
Breeding: Ork pr displayed L.of Harray; I&R 66prs at 
28 sites produced 24 young; M&N 13-14prs at 8 sites 
raised 5 young; A&D pr L.of Kinnordy 17 May; P&K 
pr 24 Apr+ single nearby; Loth | Treipmuir/Bavelaw 
25 Apr-5 May. 

73 Dornoch/Embo/L.Fleet area Suth, 25 L.Indaal, Islay 
in Oct; 20 Aberlady, 15 Gosford & 15 Musselburgh in 
Nov; 15 Gosford & 10 Cromarty Firth I&R in Dec. 


Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 

1 Seafield-Musselburgh L in Jan & max 10 L. Ryan 
D&G 23 Feb, the only Jan-Mar records. 

1 L.of Lowes P&K, 1 Seafield Pond L in Apr. 
Breeding: A&D max 9 Kinnordy 28 Apr, 2prs fledged 
1-2 young; Bord pr present but unsuccessful; D&G pr 
bred unsuccessfully. 

Autumn-winter singles in Fife, P& K and Loth with first 
1 L. Ryan 18 Sep, max 3 there in Dec. 


*Black-browed Albatross Diomedea melanophris 
Regular summering bird at Hermaness Shet was present 
between 7 Apr and 13 Jul. 


Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis 

Breeding: 1993 trends show a slight, non-significant, drop 
at all monitored Scottish colonies, perhaps related to varia- 
tions in attendance. The trend of stable or increased popula- 
tion continues, especially in Shet and the SE. 

UK productivity was moderately high with MBP 0.44 with 
Shet (0.52) & W.Scotland(0.54) best of all. E.coast sites 
showed declines in productivity, Tantallon L for instance 
dropping from 0.61 to 0.51. Walsh et al JNCC 1994. 
1,200N Peterhead NE 19 Apr; 1,200 Lerwick Shet 
30 Jun; 1,200N Peterhead 14 Jul; 3,000 past Brora Suth 


*Cory's Shearwater Calonectris diomedea 

4 reports: Singles Brora Suth 7 Sep; Fife Ness F 17 Sep; 
and Frenchman's Rocks, Islay Arg 20 Sep; 5 North 
Ronaldsay Ork 31 Oct. 


*Great Shearwater Pu/ffinus gravis 
2 Brora Suth 9 Sep; 2 N.Ronaldsay Ork 25 Sep. 


Sooty Shearwater Pu/finus griseus 

Some unusually early reports but much better passage. 
Large numbers from early Aug in W before penetrating 
to N.Sea in mid Sep. Good series records from North 
Rona suggests large numbers commoner far offshore. 


Z 


Sooty Shearwater 
John Busby 


1S St.Andrews F 19 Mar; 1N Frenchman's Rocks, Islay | 
Arg 20 May; | Is of May 24 Jun & 7 Jul; 1 Fair Is on | 
12 Jul; 1 Scatness Shet 24 Jul; 1 Westray Ork 30 Jul; | 
2 Is of May 31 Jul. | 
55 North Rona OH 10 Aug; 6 Sumburgh Shet 26 Aug; | 
227S Machrihanish Arg 27 Aug; 6 Scatness Shet 4 Sep. | 
Widespread 13 Sep when 86 Brora Suth, 31 Girdleness | 
NE, 226 Fife Ness F & 56 Barns Ness L. 

625 North Rona on 24 Sep; 62 Arbroath A&D 27 Sep; | 
146 North Rona 7 Oct; 640 Is of May 12 Oct. | 
Late birds (1-6) 20-23 Oct off Mousa Ork, Brora,} 
Frenchman's Rocks and Barns Ness but still 91 North| 
Rona on 2 Nov. Last 1 N.Ronaldsay 30 Nov. | 


Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus 

Singles Fraserburgh NE 29 Jan; Eyemouth B 27 Feb 
Lossiemouth M&N 28 Feb, the only winter reports. 
Early reports include 1 Islay ferry Arg 8 Apr & single 


3 Sep with 15,000 there 9 Sep. Fife Ness F 12 & 27 Apr. 


| 
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Breeding: Study on Canna I&R showed large decline, 
dropping from 1,000-1,500 burrows in 1976 to only 124-144 
in 1993. Occupancy was poor with eggs found in only 49% of 
the burrows studied. Productivity was below average at MBP 
0.47 (0.46 in 1992). Walsh et al JNCC 1994. 
Arg 11,675 off Garvallachs on 2 Aug suggests local 
colony; Ayr birds calling over Ailsa Craig in Aug - 
prospecting after rat clearances? 

Numbers continue poor off E.coast. Clyde numbers 
lower than usual. 1,200(1 hr) Turnberry Ayr 30 Jul; 
1,800 Ayr Ayr 31 Jul; 2,200 Ailsa Craig-Troon 2 Aug. 
Max passage Frenchman's Rocks, Islay in Jul when 
mean of 307 passed hourly, although peak 1,332 (1.5hr) 
on 29 Aug. 

N.Sea coast max ima: 29 NE, 85 A&D, 30 Fife, 18 Is of 
May, 29 Loth & 75 Bord, mostly early Sep. Last birds 
Is of May & Bord 11-12 Oct. 1 Tyninghame L on21 Oct; 
1 Arbroath A&D 24 Oct; & 10S Turnberry 5 Dec. 


*Mediterranean Shearwater Puffinus yelkouan 

6 records 

1 Rubha Ardvule, S.Uist OH 15 May; 2 Elie F 26 Aug; 
2 Frenchman's Rocks, Islay Arg 28 Aug; 1 Barns Ness 
L 8 Sep; 1 North Ronaldsay Ork 1 Nov; 1 Frenchman's 
Rocks 9 Dec. 


*Wilson's Petrel Oceanites oceanicus 

1 sea area Fair Isle (61°04'N 01° 49'W) 50km NW of 
Ramna Stacks Shet 8 Aug. 

Third report of this highly pelagic species from Scottish 
waters, establishing an new northwards latitudinal 
record . Last 1 Little Minch 30 Aug 1989. 


Storm Petre! Hydrobates pelagicus 
First report: 1 off Staffa, Mull Arg 11 Jun, but earlier 
birds probably unreported near breeding areas. 
Breeding: Shet Study at Mousa produced an estimate of 
2,500 calling birds in study area and a likely island total of 
4,500-5,000 birds. Ork calling Muckle Green Holm; bred 
Auskerry where possible large colony; 100-1,000 prs Sule 
Skerry. Arg calling birds on 2 of Treshnish Isles. 

From Walsh et al JNCC, 1994. 
Shet: 29 nest-boxes occupied in pilot project; 42 nests 
monitored produced 21 fledged young. 1&R 100 trapped 
in one net Priest Is. colony 21 Jul. 
Passage birds from mid-Jun in N.Isles, early Jul in 
Clyde, & mid-Jul along N.Sea coasts. 
Poor year off W.coast, max 38 Colonsay Arg 13 Jul; 
max 36S off Ayr Ayr 3 Aug, 
Best N.Sea count 95E Kinnaird Head NE 14 Jul. 500 on 
edge of continental shelf off Shet 8 Aug; max 160 /hr 
N.Ronaldsay Ork 12 Aug. 
Last records: Arg 5 Sep, D&G 12 Sep, Ayr 22 Sep, Ork 
3 Nov; then 1 onshore Dounreay Caith 8 Nov; 1 dead 
Kames Arg 16 Dec. 
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Leach's Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa 

First bird seen Brora Suth 19 Apr. 

Breeding: Shet 21 occupied burrows at Rumna Stacks (18). 
Ork 74 lured Sule Skerry, increasing numbers but no evi- 
dence of breeding. OHeb 459 birds netted North Rona (no 
lures) on 5 nights suggested slight drop since 1974 estimate 
of 1,000 prs. Walsh et al JNCC 1994. 


Few passage birds noted in N& W with none Caith, Ayr 
and D&G and only 3 reports Arg (2 Jul, 1 Sep) due to 
lack of westerlies. 

N.Sea coasts: 1 Brora 30 May; 1 Anstruther F 22 Jun; 
1 Fife Ness F 13 Jul; 13 days N.Ronaldsay Ork 18 Jul- 
6 Sep; 1 stranded Mainland Ork 14 Sep; 1 Strathy Point 
Suth 28 Sep. 

[1992] 466S Machrihanish Seabird Observatory Arg 
15 Sep, is possibly the highest one-day total from 
Scotland. 


Gannet Morus bassana 
Breeding: Although overall trends 1986-93 show continuing 
increase, a slight drop to 764 nests was seen at Fair Is (781). 
Troup Head NE however showed a 19% increas with 328- 
335 AOS. 
Productivity was moderately high at MBP 0.65 for UK, 
ranging from0.78 on Fair Is to 0.53 on Ailsa Craig Ayr where 
snow and ice in May could have caused egg failures. 
‘Walsh et al JNCC 1994. 
Best passage counts: 3,600/hr Eyemouth B 23 Aug; 
3,000/hr past Barns Ness L 25 Aug; 4,000N Wick , 
Unst Shet 23 Sep. 
Inland: | L.of Lowes P&K & 1W Killean Clyde 1 Jun 
with | Holywood Salmon Farm D&G 14 Jun. 


Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 

Winter: 300 Alloa Cent, 296 Clyde Estuary Clyde 
260 Saltcoats Ayr, 195S Fife Ness F, 183 Carronmouth 
Cent, 175 L. of Strathbeg NE in Feb; 180 Dalmney 
shore L in Mar. 

Breeding: Samples show an _ increase of 17% in Shet, 
halting the decline that started in 1990. 

A severe drop of 37% in SE Scotland, mostly in the Forth, 
coincided with a much more drastic drop in Shag numbers. 
These declines may be temporary due to a high proportion of 
adults not nesting. SW Scotland was stable, showing a 3% 
increase. 

Average production N.Sutor I&R at MBP 2.46, highest in 
Shet averaging at 3.1 per nest. Walsh et al JNCC 1994. 


Ork 396 nests Loth 251 nests at 4 sites, a 49% drop; 
Arg 24nests at one site, MBP 2.3 ; Ayr 122 nests in 


‘census (114); D&G 62-65 nests at 3 sites. 


160 Irvine-Saltcoats Ayr in Aug; 260 Chanonry PtI&R 
in Sep with 609E Kinghorn F 15 Sep; 377 Clyde Est 
& 35 L.of Clunie P&K in Oct; 628 Skinflats Cent, 
309 Blackness shore L , 350 Clyde Est in Nov. 
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Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis 

Breeding: Numbers decreased throughout Scotland in 1993, 
most dramatically in the SE where a drop of 60% was noted. 
Studies on Is of May indicate many adults did not breed or 
bred late. Shet showed continued declines but the impact of 
the Braer oiling was not widespread, being mostly felt at 
Sumburgh where only half the population was present. 
Productivity was moderately high at MBP 1.35 with Shet 
highest at 1.58. Lowest productivity figures were in the SE 
with the Is of May producing 0.22, the lowest recorded 
anywhere 1986-93. Walsh et al JNCC 1994. 
Non-breeding counts. 4,100N Peterhead NE 7 Feb; 
34ZN/hr Eyemouth B 24 Jun; 475S Fife Ness F 7 Aug; 
490 Musselburgh L 18 Sep; 503 Bluemull ‘triangle’ 
Shet 9 Nov. 


Bittern Botaurus stellaris 

1 dead Forteviot P&K 30 Jan; 1 Duddingston L 21 Oct, 
with 2 there 7 Nov-18 Dec, 1 birdinto 1994; 1 Castle L., 
Lochmaben D&G 24 Nov. 


*Night Heron Wycticorax nycticorax 

22 Edinburgh Zoo colony L 5 May. 

1 L.of Hundland Ork 23 Mar, found dead 29 Mar; 1 ad 
Kilmardinny L. Clyde 24 Apr; 1 Musselburgh L 2 May; 
1 ad dead N.Roe Shet & lad Coldingham L. B 20 Jun. 
1 ad Gullane Pt L & 1 juv Duddingtson L 29 Sep. 
Shet skin now in RMS, Ork skin retained by E.Meek. 


*Little Egret Egretia garzetta 

Singles Cults Pool NE 6 May; Endrick Mouth Clyde 
26-29 May; L.of Strathbeg NE 1-7 Jun; Baron's Haugh 
Clyde 6 Jun; Aberlady Bay L 11-12 Jun; Tyninghame 
L 13 Jun; Longniddry L 18 Jun; R.Nith D&G 11 Jul- 
25 Aug, 2 there 31 Jul; Caerlaverock D&G Jun-Sep; 
East L.Tarbet, Harris OH 27 Sep; Tankerness Ork on 
4 Nov; The Loons Ork 12-13 Dec. 

13 reports - first sign of the invasion of S.England 
spreading into Scotland but all reports perhaps expli- 
cable by only 2 birds! 


*Great White Egret Egretta alba 
[1992] 1 L.of Kinnordy A&D 2 Jun, same? as Ythan 
Estuary NE 10-16 Jun. First record for A&D. 


Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 

Counts: 36 Airth Cent in Feb; 42 Dunmore Cent in 
Mar; 30 Montrose A&D in Sep; 200 Chanonry Pt. [&R 
in Oct. 

Breeding: Ork 10 nests (9); Caith 3-4 nests at | site; 
Suth 2 sites; [&R 17 prs at 4 sites; M&N 15 nests at 2 
sites; NE 9prs at 4 sites; P&K 26 nests at 4 sites; Arg 
10 pairs at 4 sites; Cent 25 nests at 1 site ; Fife 11 prs 
at 2 sitcs; loth 76 pairs at 13 sites; Bord 17prs at 5 sites; 
Clyde 128 nests at 8 sites; Ayr 78 nests at 9 sites; D&G 
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*White Stork Ciconia ciconia 

1 SE Murray's Monument D&G 9 May, presumably 
same bird Stranraer D&G 12 May and Sorbie D&G 
16-18 May. 


*Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia 
1 NE Tyninghame L 19 May; 2 Skinflats Cent 23 May; 
1 L.of Strathbeg NE 18-28 Jul. 


Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber 
IN Eyemouth B 25 Aug. 


Chilean Flamingo Phoenicopterus chilensis 

2 intermittently L.Leven P&K 1 Mar-17 Oct with 1 still 
there into 1994; 2 Kinneil Cent 25 Jul, presumably the 
same birds. 


Flamingo sp. Phoenicopterus sp 
2N Machrihanish Arg 28 Jul, were not specifically 
identified. 


Mute Swan Cygnus olor 


CBC (A+19%): 194 L.of Harray Ork, 137 Montrose | 
Basin A&D, 137 Dornoch Firth & 103 Cromarty Firth | 
161 L.of Harray & 108 L.Ken-Dee | 


I&R during Jan; 
D&G in Feb; 245 L.of Harray in Mar. 


Breeding: Pairs Broods Young MBS 
Shetland 1 1 5 5.00 
Orkney 42 14 49 3.50 
Caithness 7 4+ 22 B 
Sutherland 1 1 5) 5.00 
Moray & Nairn 18 12 oy? 4.30 
North East Scot. 18 ? 69+ ? 
Angus & Dundee 6+ 3+ ornant ? 
Perth & Kinross 8 3 18 6.00 
Fife 25 14 55 3.93 
Central 12 B 25 ? 
Lothian 66 35 125 2.27 
Borders 31 13 41 3.15 
Argyll 35 16 u ? 
Clyde 58 u 133 2.30 
Ayr 39 16 44 2.75 
D&G 17 4+ 13+ ? 


Moult Flocks: 720 Tweed Est. B 26 Jul; 133 Mid-Fearn) 
I&R 29 Jul; 290 Montrose Basin A&D, 265 L. Leven) 


| 


P&K, 269 Strathbeg NE & 143 L.of Skene NE 4 Aug| 
169 Langbank Clyde 16 Aug. 
208 Dormoch Firth in Sep-Oct; 404 L.of Skene in Nov 
256 L.of Harray, 217 Montrose, 176 Old England L 
P&K & 112 Tweed Haughs B in Dec. 


a Ln anne cen 


Whooper Swan Cygnus cygus 


Winter herds: 125 L.of Strathbeg NE, 1 12 Tweed Haugh! . 


B , 108 Black Cart Water Clyde in Jan. 230 Hill of Fear 


I&R, 208 L.Insh 1&R, 189 Caerlaverock, 160 Stansti| 
& 100 L.of Wester Caith in Feb.. 292 L.Eye 1&R an| 


15 nests at 2 sites. 105 Wigtown Bay D&G in Mar. | 


| 
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Whooper Swan 
Steven Brown 


Smaller herds of 25-100 were recorded in: Shet (2), Ork 
(4), OHeb, Caith (3), NE (2), P&K (5), Cent (5), Clyde 
(2), Arg (1), Fife (5S), Loth (2), Bord(3), Ayr and D&G. 
9% of birds reported Jan-Mar in Bord were juvs. 
Breeding: Ork single bird built nest Voy; Caith pr build 
but flooded out; P&K 2 displayed one site; Clyde feral 
pr hatched 2 Endrick Mouth which died although a 
juvenile was seen in feral flock of 10 there in Nov. 
Summer records from: Shet (10), Ork (8), Caith (2), NE 
(2), P&K (1), and Arg (2-3). 


Return: 1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 18 Sep; 10 L.of Mey Caith, 
& 2L.of Strathbeg NE 25 Sep; with 7 L.of Brow Shet 
26 Sep & 4 Black Cart Water Clyde 27 Sep. 

243 L.of Skene , 206 Black Cart Water & 200 Stronsay 
Ork in Oct; 342 Quoy of Reiss Caith, 262 Blackstoun 
Mains Clyde and 228 E.Mainland Ork during Nov; 
250 Peterhead NE in Dec. 

19% of birds reported Oct-Dec in Bord were juvs. 


Bewick's Swan Cygnus columbianus 

Poorer winter. Reports of 1-6 birds from Ork, Cent, 

Fife, Loth, Bord, Ayr and D&G. Best count was P&K 

with 11 at Vane Farm in Jan. 

1 Birsay Ork 11 Apr was only Sth for islands. 

First 2 Brownrigg L 25 Oct and 1 Port Ellen, Islay Arg 

30 Oct. 

1-6 birds in NE, Arg, Cent, Loth, Ayr and D&G. 

Best counts were 15 Hule Moss B 15 Nov; 19 Milnathort 

P&K 20 Nov; 20 Scotlandwell P&K and 20 Auchmuir 
_ Bridge F 29 Nov; suggestive of small influx.. 


Black Swan Cygnus atratus 

Ayr | Irvine and i Ayr all year; Bord 1 Tweedbank and 
Melrose 28-29 Nov. probably resident Berwick bird. 
em 
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Bean Goose Anser fabalis 

C. Scotland: First 50 Garbethill Clyde 26 Sep, 140 there 
26 Oct, still 139 Slamannan Cent in Dec. Also seen 
Carron Valley Res. Cent/Clyde, max 93 on 16 Oct, and 
Blackhill Farm Clyde, max 135 on 1 Dec. 

SW Scotland: Singles Wigtown Bay D&G 7 Feb and 
Grennan D&G were the only records. SW flock only 
appears when C.Scotland affected by harsh weather. 
Elsewhere : 1 Vane Farm P&K & 1 Drainie M&N on 
17 Jan; 2 Cameron Res. F 25 Jan-18 Apr, with 3 there 
from 27 Mar; 1 Pow Floods P&K and 1 Golspie Suth 
31 Jan; 1 Brora Suth 27 Feb; 1 Loch of Strathbeg NE 
13 Mar; 1 Glenurquahrt I&R 18 Mar; 1 Vane Farm 
27 Mar; 1 L.of Tankerness Ork 27-29 Apr; 1 L.Spynie 
M&N 29 Apr. 

Autumn: 1 The Luggan Arg 20 Oct; 1 shot Montrose 
Basin A&D 23 Nov; 1 Udale Bay I&R in Nov. 


Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrynchus 
Exceptionally high late-winter numbers. 

24,450 L.of Strathbeg NE, 12,000 Cameron Res. F, 
10,000 Caerlaverock D&G, 10,000 Montrose A&D & 
7,750 L.Leven P&K in Feb. 6,350 Strathearn P&K , 
5,500 Black Isle I&R, 5,000 Haddo NE in Mar. 11,280 
Strathallan P&K & 9,950 L.of Strathbeg in Apr. 
Summer birds were noted: Ork (10), Caith, M&N (2), 
NE (11) and Loth (3). 

First Bord 24 Aug; Fife 5 Sep; Loth 10 Sep; P&K, NE, 
Ork and Caith 17-19 Sep; I&R, Cent, Arg and Clyde 
23-25 Sep; A&D 28 Sep. Peak counts mostly 7-12 Oct 
but Strathbeg & Cameron Res peaking late Oct. 

Grey Goose Counts: 207,491 counted in Scotland in Oct 
counts, 93%of British wintering poulation, dropping to 
1162,620 in November. 
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Pink-footed Goose Resort Maxima 


Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Strathbeg NE 10,000 37,250 38,970 22,450 
Montrose A&D - 41,210 22,840 - 
Strathearn P&K - 39,000 - - 
L. Leven P&K - 18,800 11,860 5,250 
Strathallan P&K - 7,120 - 5 
Cameron Res. F - 27,300 22,040 - 
Aberlady L 1,630 25,960 9,105 10,090 
Fala Flow L - 6,540 3,960 - 
West Water B 12,000 40,000 12,500 9,600 
Hule Moss B 1,921 18,200 677 770 


"A wet Sep delayed the cereal harvest and few stubbles were 
available ... by the arrival. In spite of the poor autumn 
weather the harvest was surprisingly clean." Rapid declines 
Strathearn & Strathallan were attributed to long-term set- 
aside, less intensive grassland management and shooting. 
Perth & Kinross Bird Report. 

224,354 birds were counted in Britain in October 1993, with 
207491, some 93.5% of them, in Scotland. The total counted 
fell to 194, 957 in November, with 162,620, some 83.5% of 
the British total in Scotland. The population increased by 
13% over that censused in 1992. 

1993 was a good breeding season with juveniles accounting 
for 18.1% of aged birds (9.7%) and a mean brood size of 2.18 
(1.83). There was a rapid movement through SE Scotland in 
particular, the numbers halving between Oct and Nov. 
Mitchell (1994) The 1993 National Census of Pink-footed and 
Greylag Geese in Britain. WWT. 


White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons 
Greenland race A.a. flavirostris 
Arg : Islay -7,500 in Jan, 10,500 in Feb, max 11,000 in 
Mar; Kintyre-993 at Rhunahaorine in Apr & 1,058 The 
Lagganin Apr with another 1,000 scattered elsewhere. 
Elsewhere: Ork 79 The Loons in Jan, 70 in Mar; Caith 
186 L.of Mey in Jan, 160 L.Heilen in Feb, 190 Sibister 
in Mar; Clyde 250 Endrick Mouth Jan-Feb; D&G 550 
Stranraer Jan/Feb, 323 Ken-Dee in Mar. 
Last Ork 6 May, Arg 23 May with latest 3NFrenchmen's 
Rocks, Islay Arg 29 May. 
First 6 L.Gruinart, Islay Arg 25 Sep. 
Arg Islay flock quickly built up to 11,000 by Oct, 
peaking in Nov at 11,800 with 10,500 on Dec. Peak 
1,180 at The Laggan, Kintyre in Nov with 1,038 
Rhunahaorine in Dec . Also 470 Tiree in Nov, 865 Coll 
in Dec and another 500 elsewhere. 
Caith 186 L.of Mey in Oct, rising to 240 by Dec with 
158 Lythmore in Oct and 145 Westfield in Nov. 
Clyde 150 Endrick Mouth in Oct, peaking 250 in Nov. 
D&G 350 Stranraer & 300 Ken/Dee in Nov. 
European race A.a. albifrons (includes unraced birds) 
Jan-Mar:1-6 at Rossie Bog F, L.of Strathbeg NE, 
Blackburn NE, Cameron Res F, Auchmuir Bridge F, 
Cummertrees D&G ,Caerlaverock D&G, Sandwick 
Ork, St.Andrews F, Rosslynlee L & Blairbowie Ayr 
(st for Ayrshire!).14 ferals all year Duddingston L. 
1-3 birds Yetholm L. B , Skateraw L, Uyeasound Shet, 
Ythan NE, Strathbeg and Edenside F Sep-Dec. 


Greylag Goose Anser anser 
Jan-Apr maxima include: 14,100 L. of Skene NE, 
3,000 Work, St Ola Ork in Jan; 10,000 Caerlaverock 
D&G, 4,190 Wigtown Bay D&G , 3,000 Lochmaben 
D&G & 3,000 Brawlbin Caith in Feb; 7,000 Haddo 
House NE, 4,000 L.Spynie M&N, 3,940 W.Mainland 
Ork in Mar; 3,710 Strathearn P&K in Apr. 
Elsewhere sites with counts 1,000-3,000 birds include 
Caith (2), 1&R (2), NE, P&K, Fife (5), Cent, Loth, Clyde 
(2), Ayr, D&G (2). 
Breeding: Shet 17br49 Unst, 3br elsewhere; Ork 27prs, 
74+ young; Caith 20+prs, 48 young; Suth 3prs; [&R 
15-17prs at 4 sites; NE 4prs, 2br4; P&K 200 ads; Arg 
25prs Colonsay, 80prs Tiree+ prs at 3 other sites; Loth 
19prs with 75 young; Bord 3br13 at 1 site; Clyde 9prs, 
15+ young; Ayr 2br9; D&G bred 3 sites. 
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Resort Maxima Oct Nov Dec 

L.of Skene NE 14,000 13,781 1,500 
Dinnet Lochs NE 7,091 13,846 22,435 
Lower Bogrotten NE 2,600 5,602 - 
Caithness Lochs 4,500 5,433 3,000 
L.Spynie M&N 5,620 5,000 - 
Udale Bay I&R 462 5,000 - 
L.Eye I&R 16,842 3,965 


83,494 birds were counted in Britain in October 1 993, with | 


80,412, some 96% of them, in Scotland. The total counted 
rose to 99,253 in November, with 94,332 in Scotland, 95% 
of the British total. There had been a 13% population in- 
crease since 1992, 1993 being a good breeding season. 
Juveniles accounted for 18.9% of aged birds with a mean 
brood size of 2.35 (11% and MBS 2.0 in '92). 

Greylag population remains stable at c100,000. Birds ar- 
rived early, as in 1992, the October count being 84% of that | 
in November (only 50% in '91). 

Mitchell (1994) The 1993 National Census of Pink-footed and 
Greylag Geese in Britain. WWT. 
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Other autumn/winter counts include 6,300 Beauly Firth 
I&R in Oct; 5,000 L.Ussie I&R in Nov and 8,200 L.na 


Bo M&N in Dec. 
Sites with Oct-Dec counts 1,000-4,000 include: Ork, 
Suth, NE, P&K (2),Fife (2) and Bord. 


Snow Goose Anser caerulescens 
- Breeding: no reports of Inner Hebrides flock. 


Otherwise small numbers accompaning other geese. 
Area J F MA MJ JAS ON D 
IND'Scot2eee, 2) 4) fam a ee eee 
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Canada Goose Branta canadensis 

East coast moult migration, 23 May-19 Jun: Bord over 
30 Tweedbank; Loth 22 Penicuik, 19 Aberlady; Fife 31 
Birnie L. (5 ringed in N.Yorks.), 20 Wemyss , 22 Fife 
Ness, 40 Eden Est., 22 Melville , 13 St.Andrews; A&D 
16 L.of Kinnordy; NE 15 L. of Strathbeg. 

I&R 70 Cromarty Firth 11 Jul & 320 Tarradale 25 Aug. 
Return passage 29 Aug-1 Sep: 9 Tayport F, 15 Penicuik, 
28 Edinburgh L & 30 Aberlady. 

Breeding: P&K bred L.of Lowes, with 215 Blairgowrie, 
180 Abercairney, 150 Lowes & 70 L.Leven Jul-Oct; 
Cent 162 reported; Loth pr+br2; Bord prs at 2 sites; 
Arg 20-2Sprs Colonsay with 3 broods, 2br9 L.Ederline; 
Clyde 3br13 at2 sites; D&G bred | site, 120 Lochmaben 
and 244 Caerlaverock Jun-Sep. 

Ineck-collared bird L.of Strathbeg in Dec was from 
Norway. 

Small birds, possibly of the races minima, parvipes or 
hutchinsii: 2 L.Skene area NE 1992-24 Jan with a larger 
bird, all were shot. One had American ring (1992 SBR); 
Feral birds were resident at Montrose A&D, and 
Duddingston L. Up to 6 Islay Arg , Jan-Apr with 2 Oct- 
Dec were possible vagrants. 


Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis 

Solway flock: Svalbard population, all wintering on 
Solway, counted as 12,178 for winter 92/93. 

Max 49 L.of Strathbeg NE & 8 West Water B in Jan- 
Mar period with 1-2 birds A&D and Loth. 

5,415 Caerlaverock D&G 25 Apr, but 182 by 2 May, 
although 2,850 on Cumbrian side of Solway 12 May. 
N&E passage: 100 St.Abbs B 7 Mar; 41 Prestonpans L 
28 Apr; 36 Fife Ness F 25 Apr; 250 Peterhead NE, 
22 Ythan NE & 15 Fife Ness F 1 May. 


First 2 Tyninghame L 12 Sep & 30 Outhead F 14 Sep. 
Then NE and Bord 18 Sep before first 25 Caerlaverock 
19 Sep. Main movement over E.coast 20-25 Sep with 
area maxima of 60 Rattray NE, 234 Outhead & 425 Fife 
Ness F ; 1,212 Musselburgh L & 270 Gladhouse L ; 
100 Coldingham B & 100 Eddleston B. Caerlaverock 
total rose to 8,340 by 26 Sep. 


Barnacle Geese 1993 
Arrival on East Coast 
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SEPTEMBER OCTOBER 
Further arrivals to mid-Oct, max 80 Outhead, 55 Hound 
Pt. L & 200 Hoselaw B.. A total of 6,138 birds were 
counted on the E.coast, approximately half of the Sol- 
way population. 
34 wintered Strathbeg with 1-7 birds at MontroseA&D, 
Eden Est.F, Aberlady L & West Water. 
Argyll flock: 25,000 Islay Arg peaking 26,000 in Mar. 
c9,000 moved to mainland Argyll in Jan-Feb gales. 
Peaks: 912 Rhunahaorine, 650 Colonsay, 984 Tiree & 
364 Coll. Last 2 Ardnure, Islay 14 May. 
First 1 L.Gruinart, Islay 24 Sep with 260 on 25 Sep and 
25,000 from late Oct. Also 300 Colonsay, 300 Tayvellish, 
and 690 Tiree, mostly Nov-Dec. 
Orkney flock: Max 1,050 South Walls Ork 122 Mar, 
last 1,000 there 7 Apr. 
First Deerness & 28 Toab Ork 20 Sep. 420 South Walls 
17 Oct, rising to 800 by late Dec. 


Brent Goose Branta bernicla 
Pale-bellied Brent B.b hrota. 


Area J FM AM J J A S ON D 
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Largest counts: 147 L.Indaal, Islay Arg & 40 L.Scresort 
T&R 22 Apr. Last 2 Tankerness Ork 2 Jun. 

First 4 Cramond L 2 Sep, then Fife 5 Sep, Arg & Bord 
8 Sep, Ork 11 Sep and NE 13 Sep, Best counts were 
40 Machrihanish Arg 8 Sep & 55 Goosepools F 16 Sep. 
Dark-bellied Brent B.b.bernicla 

1 Brora Suth9 Mar; 1 Tyninghame L 4 Apr; 1 Castlehill 
Caith 23 Apr & 22 May. 

5S Barns Ness L 8 Sep; 4 Easthaven A&D 18 Sep; 
1 Aberlady L 1-2 Oct; max 8 Dunnet Bay Caith 14 Oct; 
2 Aberlady 30 Nov-1 Dec; 1 L.of Strathbeg NE 1 Dec; 


2 Tyninghame 4 Dec; 1 Dunalistair P&K 11-14 Dec. 
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* Red-breasted Goose Branta ruficollis 

1 intermittently Caerlaverock area D&G 1 Jan-11 Feb 
when stayed on Cumbrian side of Solway until 27 Apr. 
Returned Caerlaverock 25 Sep, seen intermittently 
until 1994. Photo British Birds 87: 514. 


Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea 

1 Findhorn Bay M&N 23 Apr, 26 Jun and 3 Jul with 
2 there 17 Aug, 7 on 13 Sep, 6 on 25 Sep, 8 on7 Nov and 
6 on 16 Nov. Probably the same bird at Avoch I&R on 
1-2 May and Kingston M&N 11-19 Jun. 

2 Birnie L. F20 Aug, 7 Montrose BasinA&D 11-12 Oct 
may have been same birds as the Moray group. 


Shelduck Tadorna tadorna 

Winter max 1,240 Eden Est F, 538 Montrose Basin 
A&D, 500 Skinflats Cent, 600 Caerlaverock D&G, 
584 Wigtown Bay D&G, 370 Clyde Est. Clyde. 


Breeding: CBC (A-15%) 


Area Sites Pairs Broods Young MBS 
Shetland 3 5 3 15 ? 
Orkney 9 31 15 75 Sei 
Caith 5 5 3 19 6.4 
I&R 3 6 3 21 7.0 
M&N 2 ? ? 65 2 
NE 1 1 1 4 4.0 
P&K 1 4 U 40 u 
Cent 3 ? ? 104 5.8 
Fife 4 63 u 87 4.8 
Is.of May 1 7 5 23 4.6 
Lothian 7 6 3 89 5.0 
Borders 3 3 1 3 3.0 
Argyll 3 22 4 21 S22 
Clyde q| 26 ? 53 4.6 
Ayr 10 18 11+ 64 5.0 


Moult flocks: 1,000 Caerlaverock D&G 1 Jul with 
5,603 Kinneil Cent 7 Aug . 

Max winter counts: 1,380 Skinflats Cent in Oct, with 
1,165 Caerlaverock & 1.050 Skinflats in Nov; 843 Eden 
Est. F and 688 Montose Basin A&D in Dec withcounts 
of 100+ birds from Fife, Loth (2), Arg, Clyde and D&G. 


Wood Duck Aix sponsa 
Pr L.Benevean I&R 3 Oct & 16 Nov with 1L.FarrI&R 
15 Nov. 


Mandarin Aix galericulata 

Breeding: Caith 1m St.Johns Pool 18 Jun, also 30 Jul 
& 28 Aug.1 Ham Pool 17 Aug probably same; P&K pr 
Tay at Perth Jan, 1 m Jan-May & pr Oct-Nov but no 
evidence; Ayr pr from 1992 Bellisle remained until 
predated by cat in May; Bord 4m+1f Eye Water at 
Shawbraes in Mar but no proof of breeding. 
Elsewhere: 1 Levenmouth F 28 Jan; pr Edinkillie P. 
M&N 5-7 Mar, 2nd report for area; 2m Banff park NE 
2 Apr; pr L.Eck Arg 27 Apr; 1 L.of Lowes P&K 9 May; 
2m The Brunt L 22 May; 1 St.Abbs B 10-12 Aug; 2m 
Tay at Luncarty P&K 7 Oct; 1 Hirsel B 17 Oct. 


Wigeon Anas penelope 
5,297 Dornoch Firth I&R, 4,288 Cromarty F. 1&R , 
3,375 Inverness Firth &R, 3,124 L.of Harray Ork and 
2,633 Findhorn M&N in Jan; 3,500 Montrose Basin 
A&D in Feb; numbers fell at all above sites in Mar but 
1,345 Clyde Est. Clyde & 1,305 L.of Harray. 

Breeding: Shet 2prs at 2 sites; Ork 17-21prs at 8 sites; 
Caith 1 site, pr+br5; Suth 2-3prs at Brora; M&N 
15 ads+br1 seen 6 sites; NE br2 at 1 site; P&K 9 sites 
with 8 broods, 6br15 suggest poor season; Cent 2prs in 
Jun; Bord 5 sites, br3 at one; Arg 3prs Islay with br3 
seen, br5 L.Tulla; D&G 5 sites, br5 seen. 
Passage: 229N-5S Barns Ness L 28 Aug-13 Oct; 65N 


St.Abbs B 13 Sep; 270N Eyemouth B & 73N Fife Ness _ | 


F 4 Oct; 70W Gosford Bay L 1 Oct. 
Winter max counts include 3,050 Montrose Basin; 
2,700 L.Skene NE, 2,400 L.Fleet Suth, 


2,270 L.of | 
Strathbeg NE, 2,169 Findhorn Bay & 2,010 L.of Harray | 


in Oct; 3,600 Montrose & 2,647 L.of Skene in Nov; | 


3,105 L.of Harray & 2,000 L.of Strathbeg in Dec. 


*American Wigeon Anas americana 


singles there 7 Jan, 1 Feb & 21 Mar; 1 Gartmorn Dam | 


Cent 17 Jan, 6 Feb, 14 Feb -Mar & 1 Stonehouse F on 


22 Jan-19 Mar were probably from the Burntisland | 


group; 1 Gruting, Fetlar Shet 13-14 Feb. 


2 returned Burntisland 16 Oct-31 Dec; 1 Lochore | 


Meadows F 14-23 Nov. 
1 L.Loirston NE 22 Nov-18 Dec was trapped an showed 
features of hybrid origin. 
See Harrop A. 1994. Photo-forum: a presumed hybrid Ameri-) 
can Wigeon in Grampian. Birding World 7:116-117. 
[1992] 1 Balgray Res. Clyde 3-4 Aug; 1 Gartmorn Dam) 
Cent 10 & 22 Oct 


Gadwall Anas strepera 
Monthly max: 15 Baron's Haugh Clyde & 11 Lochore: 
Meadows F in Jan; 12 L.of Kinnordy A&D in Feb; anc 
12 L.Leven P&K & 10 N.Ronaldsay Ork in Mar. | 
Jan-May records, mostly 1-2 birds, from Shet, Caith 
M&N, NE, Cent, Loth, Bord, Arg and D&G. | 


I 


3 Burntisland F 1-4 Jan, a different bird 5 Jan, with | 


Breeding: Ork 11prs; A&D Spr L.of Kinnordy raisec 

max 43 young, atleast 17 fledged; P&K 3prs Vane farn 

with 3 broods; Fife 2prs with young; Arg prob bret 

1.Gruinart, Islay Clyde 6br40 Baron's Haugh. 

Prs seen Caith, M&N (2). NE (3), Cent, Loth (3), Bor 

& Ayr but no evidence of breeding. | 
| 


Autumn peaks: 42 L.Levenin Aug, rising to 262 in Se 

33 Kilconquhar L. F 15 Aug; 60 Baron's Haugh 2 Sel 
39 Fofrar L. A&D 23 Sep. | 
Winter monthly max: 64 Baron's Haugh, 48 Kilconquh: 
L., 39 Forfar L, 29 L.Leven in Oct; 14 L.Leven in No} 
& 16 N.Ronaldsay in Dec. | 
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Mallard Anas platyryhnchos 

Monthly max: 1,700 Dornoch F. I&R, 1,047 Cromarty 
F. I&R, 850 L.of Skene NE, 520 L.Fleet Suth in Jan; 
900 Montrose Basin A&D, 700 Stormont L. P&K & 
662 Lochwinnoch Clyde in Mar. Counts in 250-500 
range: Ork, I&R (2), Cent (2), Loth (6) & Clyde. 


Breeding: CBC (A +4%) Shet 7 sites; Ork 63-86prs at 
11 sites; Caith 10br64; P&K Strathallan MBS 3.7; 
Cent poor season ; Fife 41br241 at 13 sites, MBS 5.9; 
Loth 40+prs +broods Bord 41br215 at 21 sites, MBS 
5.2; Clyde 17br135 at 30 sites MBS 4.5 (mean 4.9 
1987-92); Ayr 57br417, MBS 7.3. 

Winter monthly max: 500 L.Meallbrodden P&K and 
905 Gadloch Clyde in Sep; 1,950 L.of Strathbeg NE & 
990 Tweed Haughs B in Oct; 1,137 Tweed Haughs in 
Nov; 1,564 Dornoch , 1,385 Cromarty, 1,000 Forth Est 
Cent, 651 Beauly F. 1&R, 625 Kilconquhar L. Fin Dec. 


Teal Anas crecca 

Winter monthly max: 1,310 Dornoch & 1,205 Inverness 
Firths I&R, 700 L.of Strathbeg NE, 641 Beauly F. 1&R 
and 471 Threave D&G in Jan; 1,437 Forth Est. Cent, 
800 Endrick Mouth Clyde & 500 Eden Est F in Feb; 
410 Ardnave L., Islay Arg in Mar. 

Breeding: Shet 11 broods; Ork 12-26prs; Caith br10; 
I&Rbr4 ;M&N4 sites; NE 2br5; A&D 4prs Kinnordy+ 
7 other sites; P&K 11prs Strathallan, but only 2 broods, 
12 other sites; Fife 2br7 Loch Gelly; Loth: 3broods 
Bavelaw; Bord 9 sites, min 2br7; Arg 1 1prs L.Gruinart, 
Islay; Clyde br7 at 1 site Ayr 3br17 at 3 sites +5 others. 
2,050 L.of Strathbeg in Oct; 1,782 Dornoch F., 1,625 
Inverness F., 850 L.Gruinart & 660 Cromarty F. in Dec. 


*Green Winged Teal A.c. carolinensis 

1 Scatness Shet from 1992-9 May; 1 L.of Strathbeg NE 
3-5 Jan; 1 Eden Est F 21 Jan-6 Mar; 1 L.of Kinnordy 
A&D 3 Mar; 1 Largo Bay F 10 &14 Apr; 1 Hirsel B 
16 Apr - first for area. 

Returnees to Scatness 9 Nov-1994 , Eden Est. 11 Nov- 
1994 and Strathbeg 4-19 Dec. 

Perhaps only 3 birds involved in all records. 


Pintail Anas acuta 
Monthly max: 500 Caerlaverock D&G, 141 Wigtown 
Bay D&G, 40 Dornoch F. I&R in Jan; 137 Montrose 


_ Basin A&D, 110 Beauly F.I&R & 99 Skinflats Cent 


in Feb; 14 L.of Strathbeg NE in Mar. 


_ Breeding: Ork 11-27 prs at 4 sites, br4seen; Arg 2prs 
Islay, lpr Tiree; P&K pr Stormont L.. 
- Winter max 76 L.Leven F & 57 Shapinsay Ork in Sep; 


' 263 Wigtown Bay D&G in Nov; & 500 Caerlaverock 


D&G, 195 Nigg 1&R, 152 Beauly F.1&R, 100 Montrose 


: Basin and 69 Skinflats Cent in Dec. 
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Garganey Anas querquedula 
c77 in spring, 2 in autumn. 
Mar Apr Apr May May Jun Jun 
Area 16-31 1-15 16-30 1-15 16-30 1-15 16-30 
N.Isles 1 - i 9 11 2 2 
N.Scot - - p. - - 
NE Scot 7 1 
E/C Scot - - 6 - 
SE Scot - - - 3 1 
W.Scot - - - 1 
SW Scot 1 - 2 5 
Total 2 - 3 33 


WINNN OW, 


3 4 2 
First 1 R.Cree D&G and pr Shapinsay Ork 31 Mar. 
Last: singles Meadowonay Ayr 2 Sep & L.of Spiggie 
Shet 28 Sep. 


Shoveler Anas clypeata 

Winter max: 37 Caerlaverock D&G & 23 L. Indaal, 
Islay Arg in Jan; 33 N.Ronaldsay Ork & 27 L.of 
Kinnordy A&D in Mar. 

Breeding: Shet 2 broods; Ork 23-34prs; Caith 2br7 at 
one site; I&R 4prs Insh Marshes; A&D 10prs L. of 
Kinnordy raised 45 young; P&K 6 sites but no proof; 
Fife bred 2 sites; Loth 3prs at 2 sites with 2 br7; Bord 
6prs at 3 sites with 2br7; Arg 8prs +3 broods Tiree, 
11 broods Islay; Clyde 5prs Baron's Haugh; Ayr 1 site 
- no proof; D&G 2 sites, no evidence. 

Autumn/winter peaks:485 L.Leven P&K, 52 Montrose 
Basin & 23 L.of Strathbeg NE in Sep; 58 Kilconquhar 
L. F, 53 Hule Moss B & 44 N.Ronaldsay in Oct; 50 
Wigtown Bay D&G and 35 Lochend L.Clyde in Nov. 


Red Crested Pochard Netta rufina 

1 L.of Blairs M&N 3 Feb -13 Mar; 1 L.Leven P&K 
29 Aug-1 Sep and 25-26 Sep; pr Lochore Meadows F 
16 Oct; 1 Hightae L.D&G 2 & 4 Nov; 1 returned L.of 
Blairs early Nov. 


Pochard Aythya ferina 
Main flocks at L. of Boardhouse & L. of Harray Ork, 


Kilconquhar L. F & L. Leven P& K summarised below: 
Jan Feb Mar Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Broadhouse 414 19 4 9 841 2090 
L.of Harray 321 101 71 45 ile lS i298 
L. Leven 614 SOOM 2823540) 1 453i0 109) 6.223 
Kilconquhar 405 - - 660 


Other big Jan - Feb counts:254 Methil L. F & L.of 
Webister Ork in Jan; 252 Strathclyde Park Clyde and 
220 L.of Hundland Ork in Feb. 

Breeding: NE br6 Sand L.; A&D br4 L.of Kinnordy; 
P&K br6 Stormont L.; Fife 3br16 at 2 sites; Loth 
br7Bara L.- first breeding since 1986; Bord no proof 
but 5prs at 2 sites; D&G 2prs +br3 L.Ken. 

See table for counts but other winter maxima include: 
350 St.John's L.Caith and 220 L.Skerrols, Islay Arg 
in Oct and 400 Methil F in Dec. 


EI SE TS SLE SEIS LSE DR UIST SSD RE TEE EET STS DET 
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Ring-necked Duck 
Steven Brown 


saan Vy 
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*Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris 

1m Inverdruie I&R 17 Apr; 1m L.an Torr, Mull Arg on 
30 May-2 Jun; returnee L.Morlich I&R12-18 & 30 Oct 
and 4 Dec; 1m L.an Tiumpan, Lewis OH 8 Nov, 
[1992] 1m last seen L.Insh in 1991 moved to L.Morlich 
15 Jan & 30 Jan, seen L.Vaa early Mar. Returned L. 
Morlich intermittently 29 Oct-5 Dec. AIL T&R. 


*Ferruginous Duck Aythya ferruginea 
lm L.of Kinnordy A&D 18 Oct had features of a 
Ferruginous x Pochard hybrid. 


Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 

Largest flocks: 1,210 L. of Harray & 542 L.of Stenness 
Ork, 750 Beauly Firth I&R, 510 Kilconquhar L.F, 
356 Leven F & 327Linlithgow L.L in Jan; 260 
Cameron R. F and 243 L.Ussie 1&R in Mar. 


Breeding: Poor season, especially NE, A&D & P&K. 
Many non-breeding pairs reported. CBC (A+13%) 


Area Sites Pairs Broods Young MBS 
Shetland 5 5 + + - 
Orkney 9 43 6+ + - 
Caithness 4 10 5 22 4.4 
M&N 10 18 16 87 5.4 
NE Scot 4 11 11 36 B\y) 
A&D 1 17 8 36 45 
P&K 16 91 22 16 ie 
Fife 10 118 i 84 4.6 
Lothian 9 43 16 81 5.0 
Borders 31 146 16 81 510 
Argyll 9 10 2+ 3 3.0 
Clyde 11 ? 20 65 333 
Ayr 11 14 10 31 3.1 


Poorish breeding season maybe reflected in low winter 
totals: 60 L. of Harray in Sep; 460 L. Leven in Oct; 
420 Strathclyde Pk Clyde in Nov; 583 Beauly F. 1&R, 
572 L.of Stenness Ork , 460 Stannergate L. A&D and 
302 Duddingston L in Dec. 


pes Hai say li ro 
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Scaup Aythya marila 


1,150 L. Indaal, Islay Arg, 1600 Caerlaverock D&G 
and 250 L.of Stenness Ork in Jan; 820 L. Ryan D&G, 


498 Leven F & 293 Cromarty F. [&R in Feb; 245 L. of | | 


Harray Ork & 102 Clyde Est. Clyde in Mar. 
No evidence of breeding. 


700 L. Indaal & 317 L.of Stenness in Nov; 541 L. Ryan, | 


247 Cromarty F. and 132 Methil F in Dec. 


Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis 
1 imm m. L.of Spiggie Shet 9-13 May. 
First for Shet, 2nd for Scotland, 6th for Britain. 


Eider Somateria mollissima 


Other cJan-Apr counts >SO0: 1,900 Turnberry-Girvan ; 
Ayr & 931 Spey Bay M&N in Jan; 2,200 Tayport F,| 


599 Gulberwick-Laxa F.Shet; 5001.Ryan D&G in Feb; 


VSL so 


i 
' 


2,100 Methil F & 699 Kirkcaldy F in Mar; 1,017 Laredl | 


Bay F in Apr. 
Breeding: Shet reasonable success - 202 ff +233 youl 
S.Mainland coast with MBS 2.4; Fair Is 'good numbers, 
of young’; Ork 119prs, 26 broods; Caith 2br9; [&R 
11br36 Skye, 20 broods Canna, 56 nests Nigg, 8br2], 
Rum, 37 young Figg; M&N bred 2 sites; NE poor yea 
Ythan, only 48 young; A&D 130 young Montrosi 
Basin; Is of May 96 nests; Loth 251 nests Inchmickery 
142 Fidra, 57 Inchgarvie and 40 Inchkeith; Bord 3pr,_ 


br7 St. Abbs; Arg 19 broods Colonsay; Clyde 16br61 2 
9 sites; Ayr 162 ff with 535 young at 19 sites, 300 nest 
Horse Is . 

Moult flocks: 5,959 surveyed Shet, estimated at 7, 
halting long-term decline since 1980; 620 Kingstor 
Spey Bay M&N; 1,800 Largo Bay; 2,000 Irvine Bay « 
3,000 Meikle Craigs Ayr; 1,093 L.Ryan D&G. 


Winter max: (see graph): 1,850 Rattray Head NE 

1,700 Irvine in Sep; 800 Spey Bay, 720 L.Fleet Su 
and 673 Findhorn Bay M&N in Oct; 2,000 Methil 
& 630 Saltcoats Ayr in Nov; 2,637 E.Wemyss Fin De 
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East Coast Eider flocks 1993 


10000 ] South Forth L 
Montrose A&D 
Don-Blackdog NE 


N 


REE SS 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


*King Eider Somateria spectabilis 

2 new females,1 new male and 5 wanderers. 

Shet 1f dead Sand Voe 20 Jan, 1 f Ronas Voe 1-10 May, 
1m Raewick/Redayre/Tresta area since 1992 to 6 Jun, 
returning 10 Nov to 1994, presumed same at Lang 
Sound, Burra 11 Jul-2 Sep. Suth 1 m Brora since 1992, 
seen 27 Jan, 10-17 Feb & 24 Dec; M&N 1m Burghead 
19 Jan and Spey Bay 29 May-9 Jun, presumed same as 
Dec 1992 Lossiemouth; NE 1m Ythan 23 Mar-11 Jul 
presumed same as 1992 bird, also at Donmouth13 May, 
1m Ythan 19 & 26 Junis 2nd bird seen there in 1992; 1m 
Blackdog 5 Dec was one of above; A&D/Fife 1m Firth 
of Tay 8 Feb-6 Mar & 13 Nov, presumed one of Ythan 
birds; Arg 1 m Tiree 26 Apr-7 Jun, 1m Port Ellen, Islay 
13 Oct, probably same individual. 

[1989] Suth 1m L.Fleet & Embo 28 Jun. 

[1992] NE 1m Lossienmouth 27 Sep-3 Oct and 2m 
Ythan 24 Mar-end May & 3May-end May. 

See Suddaby, Shaw, Ellis & Brockie (1994) King Eiders in Britain 
and Ireland. British Birds 87:418-430 . 


Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis 
Moray Firth coast (I=I&R, M =M&N): 


Site Jan Feb Mar Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Inverness F.I 1440 210 - 3, 1334 24511-2360 
Riff Bank I 650 910 430 1950 699 1652 486 


Nairn/CulbinM 734 150 410 930 427 1451 649 
Burghead BayM 700 463 1390 518 1875 484 649 
Spey Bay M 632 180 50) 1672) 17/5) 1547" 186 


390 Port Seton-Gullane L in Jan; 208 Gulberwick Shet 
in Feb; 600 Brora Suth in Mar; 612 Methil & 570 
St.Andrews F, 500 Thieves Holm Ork in Apr. 
Summer: 2 Spey Bay 21 Jun; 1 Chanonry Ptl&R 11 Jul, 
and 2-3 summered Caith. 

530 Applecross I&R, 250 Brora Suth & 170 Yell Sound 
Shet in Oct; 605 Methil & 438 Bluemull 'triangle'Shet 
in Nov; 340 St.Andrews & 280 Burra Sound Ork in 
Dec.Inland birds were recorded from I&R (2),M&N, 
NE, P&K (2) and D&G. 


Common Scoter Melanitia nigra 


Site Jan Feb Mar Sep Oct Nov _ Dec 
Aberlady Bay 247 342 104 = 101 es hits bandit lo eae 
Nairn/CulbinM 554 311 241 ST ALIBI A 387 24795 
Burghead Bay M 591 683 429 563 900 972 910 
Spey Bay M 640 390 825 26 232.4 S04). S72 


No significant changes in Moray Firth population. 
Other counts include 1,500 Murcar NE in Jan; 1,080 
Spey Bay, 400 Dornoch I&R & 300 Sound of Taransay 
OH in Apr; 1,000 Blackshaw Bank D&G, 600 
Whinnyfold NE & 200 Embo Suth in May; 178 L.Indaal, 
Islay Arg in Aug; 265 Portmahomack I&R in Sep; 113 
Hound Pt L in Oct and 236 L.Indaal in Nov. 
Breeding: Shet single prs raised 2broods; Caith c9prs 
at 4 sites; Suth lpr; I&R 15prs at 7 Sites; P&K 3prs at 
1 site; Loth 13m+1f Cobbinshaw in May; Arg 10prs at 
2 sites with br2 Islay, 2prs at mainland site; Clyde; 
5m+1f L.Lomond. 


Black Scoter M.n. americana 
1m Dornoch I&R 6-7 Mar and 4 & 21 Apr also 1m 
Findhorn M&N 23 Feb and Burghead M&N 12 Mar 
presumed same.bird, returnee from 1992. 
[1979] 1 Findhorn M&N 29 Dec, now not acceptable. 
[1987] 1 Gosford Bay L 31 Dec-1 Jan 1988. 
With the rejection of the 1979 record, this is 
now accepted as the first British record. 
[1990] 1 Dornoch 15 Apr, same as Culbin 1989. 
[1991] 1 Dornoch 11 Dec, same as-above. 


Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata 

Forth: St.Andrews Bay F - present Jan-Mar, max 4m 
there 13 Jan-21 Mar withimm mon 14 Feb-13 Mar, If 
on 13-16 Feb & another m on 8 Mar. Largo Bay F: 
prtimm m 3 Jan-26 Apr. Also seen Leven F & 
Musselburgh L but presumed above birds. 

Last 1m Leven 14 May. 

Moray: Im Nairn/Culbin Bars M&N_ intermittently 
28 Jan-14 Apr, with 1f on 24 Feb. lm seen Burghead 
Bay M&N 23 Feb-29 Mar. Pr Brora Suth 27 Apr 
probably same birds. 

Single males Murcar NE 24 Apr; Blackdog NE 18 Jul 
and Lunan Bay A&D 22-23 Jul & 20-22 Aug may have 
been same bird, or perhaps one (or more) of males from 
the Forth population migrating north. 

Forth: St.Andrews Bay - 2m from 8 Oct with 3m there 
27 Nov-23 Dec with another 31 Dec. Imm m 20-27 Nov. 
1 imm m Musselburgh 17 Nov. 1m Largo 23 Oct-3 Dec 
may be same as additional m St.Andrews on 31 Dec. 
Moray: 1m Burghead 11-29 Oct, probably same Culbin 
Bar 20 Nov. 

2 m Sound of Taransay OH 30 Oct. 

Probably 14 in winter/spring, 9 in autumn/winter. 
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Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca 

Forth: 391-454 S.Forth coast L Jan-Mar, 90-120 there 
Oct-Dec; 1,390 St.Andrews Fin Jan with 1,570 there 
Nov; 103 Largo Bay F in Apr. 

Moray Firth & NE: 676 Burghead Bay M&N in Jan, 
445 there in Nov. 410 Spey Bay M&N in Mar, 110 in 
Dec; 150 Dornoch Suth in Apr. 200 Blackdog NE in 
Jul; 200 Lunan Bay A&D in Aug. 

1 on fresh water Endrick Mouth Clyde 10 Oct. 


Goldeneye Bucephala clangula 

Montly peaks: 1,200 Levenmouth F, 662 Doonfoot 
Ayr, 242 L.of Stenness Ork in Jan; 816 Inverness- 
Beauly Firths I&R, 534 Dipple shore Ayr, 395 S.Forth 
shore L , 234 Kirkcaldy F in Feb; 575 Clyde Est.Clyde, 
404 L.of Skene NE, 298 Tweed Haughs B in Mar. 
Breeding: I&R 97-98 breeding ff with 45 broods of 300 
young. Pr probably bred Ross, summering pair nearby. 
Summer: Shet (4 sites), Ork, Caith, M&N, A&D, P&K 
(2), Fife (4), Loth (2), Arg, Clyde (3) & Ayr (4). 
1,800 Levenmouth in Nov; 337 Inverness-Beauly F. & 
254 S.Forth in Dec were the only counts >250 birds. 
Smew Mergus albellus 

5 L.of Strathbeg NE & 3 Auchenreoch D&G in Dec. 
Last birds: single redheads Gladhouse L & Carsebeck 
P&K 10-11 May. First 1 Balgray Res. Clyde 12 Sep. 
Area Jan Feb MarApr Sep Oct Nov Dec Spring Aut 


N. Isles Me Aad esse - 1 3 1 
N. Scot DUT Rin PB eh Ade tates awe Ik Cal 2 1 
NE|Scot 3°30) 232) mutans Ween 10 3 5 
E@ Scot” 2 =" 3" 2 ancl hors te \sense ll 4 4 
SE Scot 1 SO) res ai ye oN ec ane) | 2 1 
W Scot ne? ar Jp as ites} cal 2 2 
SW Scot 2 Base) Deen Aad 6 8 
Total 11 11 13 6 1°°5 16.14 +22 22 


Red Breasted Merganser Mergus serrator 
Forth: 137 Lothcoast L inJan, 294 in Feb & 121 in Mar; 
203 Forth Est. Cent in Feb . 

Moray : 760 Riff Bank I&R & 169 M&N coast in Jan; 
781 Riff Bank & 510 Inverness-Beauly F. 1&R in Feb.. 
Elsewhere: 740 Sullom Voe Shet in Feb, 181Clyde Est, 
Clyde in Mar & 256 L. of Tankerness Ork in Apr . 
Breeding: Shet bred 2 sites ; Ork 7 sites; Caith br7 at 
one site; [&R 4prs at 1 site; M&N 4br28 at 2 sites; NE 
l6prs but only 4 broods R. North Esk; P&K 10prs, 
Strathallan but only 4 broods, also 10 other sites; Cent 
3br16 at 2 sites; Bord pr St.Marys L.; Clyde 2br20 at 
2 sites; Ayr 3br24 at 2 sites. 

Moult flocks: 490 Luce Bay D&G, 420 Montrose 
A&D, 309 Eden Est.F,250 L. Indaal, Islay Arg, 246 
Largo Bay F, 149 Delnies M&N & 145 Dipple Ayr. 
Forth: 122 Kincardine F in Sep, 277 Musselburgh in 
Oct, 338 Skinflats Cent & 110 Lothian shore in Nov. 
Moray: 358 Nairn/Culbin Bar M&N in Sep, & 337 Riff 
Bank in Oct; 528 Inverness-Beauly F. I&R_ in Dec. 
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Goosander Mergus merganser 

Jan-Mar: 300 Beauly F. 1&R, 164 Strathclyde L. Clyde 
and 165 Hirsel B in Jan; 134 Strathclyde L. and 60 L.of 
Skene NE in Feb; 135 Beauly F. in Mar. 

Pre-moult: 123 Cults Res. NE, 78 Hirsel , 74 Endrick 
Mouth Clyde & 62 Speymouth M&N in Apr-May. 
Breeding: M&N 4 broods at 2 sites; NE 17broods 
R.Dee; A&D brood Montrose basin; P&K 6 broods at 
14 sites; Bord: 10br99 ; Arg many sites but br2 was 
only proved; Clyde 8 broods at 5 sites with 4br23 ;Ayr 
2 br7 with birds at 8 sites. 

Moult flocks: 186 Tayport A&D, 140 Kinshaldy F, 
133 Speymouth, 146 Cults Res. & 121 Tyninghame L. 
Winter: 89 Cults Res. in Oct; 309 Hirsel & 145 Beauly 
in Nov; 341 Beauly F., 252Strathclyde L. in Dec. 


Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis 

1 Barr L. Clyde 30-31 Jan, only winter record. 

1 L.Connell D&G 21 Feb; 5 L.of Kinnordy A&D on 
14 Mar; 2 Hogganfield L. Clyde 15 Mar; 1 Bemersyde 
& 3 Hule Moss B 21 Mar; 1 Cameron Res. F 31 Mar. 


Sites mm ff Broods Sites mm ff Broods 


M&N 1 2) 0 - Cent 1 4.3.0 
NE 1 NG (0 - Loth 2 2220 - 
A&D 2 10 3 3bri3_ Bord 4 Oe Biss 
P&K 2 5 5 3br13 Clyde 8 10 5 6bri0 
Fife 4 Pe br 2309 AVE 2 Sec yil - 


Autumn: 24 Woodend L. Clyde, 21 Cameron Res. F, 
20 PerthP&K. Last 10 L.Leven P&K Dec; 1 Bishop 
L. Clyde 10 Dec, 1 Hirsel B 12 Dec; 2 Methil F 26 Dec 


*Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus 

8 reports of singles (20 in '91). 

First 1 Is.of May 15 May; | Nethybridge I&R 29 May; 
1 North Ronaldsay Ork 7 Jun; 1 Ronas Hill Shet 9 Jun; 
1 Ailsa Craig Ayr 18 Jun; 1 Skinflats Cent 7 Jul; and 
1 Quendale & Spiggie Shet 9 Jul. = None in autumn. 


Red Kite Milvus milvus 


Red Kite 


Andrew Stevenson 
Radio-tagging in winter 92-93 showed wandering birds rang- 


ing all over Scotland (one wintered as far away as Dublin) , 


successfully returning to the Highlands in spring. During 


March one bird was found poisoned with alphachlorolose 
near Galashiels B. It was taken into care and had recovered | 
by June to be released in Inverness-shire. The first native- | 


bred young produced in 1992 successfully wintered. 
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5 nests were found in 1993. 2 had addled eggs but the others 
hatched 7 young of which all young fledged successfully. 
24 Swedish birds were released in the Highlands, bringing 
the total of released birds up to 93 since 1989. 13 have since 
been found dead (4 poisoned) but at least 57 were reported in 
1993. 

Winter 93-94 saw sightings all over Scotland with at least 2 
birds reaching Ireland again and one into England. At least 
43 individual birds have attended a roost away from the 
release site. The roost peaked at 36 birds and included most 
of the breeding birds and their young. One of the Scottish- 
bred birds has joined the Welsh population. 

From Red Kite Newsletters JNCC-RSPB. 


Casual reports: Shet (2), Fair Is, Ork, Caith, M&N (15), 
Suth, NE (10), P&K, Bord (5), Arg (7) Ayr and D&G 
(5). Reports to Munlochy include Caith (3), Suth (3), 
I&R (7), P&K (9), Fife, Cent, Bord (3), Arg(4, D&G (4). 


White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla 

Breeding: 7prs attempted to breed, with adults present 
another 2 areas. Clutches were laid by 7 females, 4prs reared 
5 young - 3x br1& 1x br2. 

Another 10 Norwegian-hatched young were released as part 
of the resumed reintroduction programme. Although they 
remained around the cages until Nov, there was a Dec 
dispersal that saw two travelling as far as Black Isle I&R. 
See Highland Bird Report 1993. 

Outwith the breeding areas records came from OHeb, 
Arg (10) and I&R (5). 


Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 
First L.Spynie M&N 4 Apr, L.of Strathbeg NE 12 Apr, 
Fair Is 21 Apr & St Abbs B 22 Apr. 
A poorer year, c38 birds, c50 in '92. 


Area May May Jun Jun Jul Aug _ Sep 
1-15 16-31 1-15 16-30 1-31 1-31 1-30 
N. Isles - 2 - - - - 
N.Scot - - 1 - 1 2 1 
NE Scot 1 2 1 - - 1 4 
E/C Scot 2 1 - - 1 3 3 
SE Scot - 2 - - - - - 
W.Scot - 1 - - - - 1 
SW Scot - - 1 2 - 1 


Latest singles at North Ronaldsay Ork 1-9 Oct & Aird 
Meadows Clyde 11 Oct.. 


Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus 

Ork 4-12 birds at 5 roosts; NE max 3 at L.of Strathbeg; 
Arg 5-7 at roost on Isla y & max 13 Moine Mhor; Loth 
max 5 at Bavelaw; D&G max 34 birds at 5 roosts. 


Breeding: 

RSG Occupied Laid Hatched Fledged Young MBS 
Orkney 30 30 10 3) 4 iS 
Tayside ? y 20) 17 53 3.1 
Highland p, 50 Y 24 75 3.1 
Uists ) 3+ ? 2 7 355 
Argyll 57 58 a3 33 116 ig) 
S.Stra'clyde 23 18 , 3 9 3.0 
D&G 16 14 2 8 31 3.6 


Hen Harrier 
Andrew Stevenson 


AS {oo 


Although it was a bad season for weather, which affected 
success, especially further north, persecution is still the main 
reason for failure. Although this has been most important in 
South Strathclyde, where again 60% of nests failed due to 
interference, there is concern about intensified management 
in previously unaffected moors in S.E. Sutherland, Easter 
Ross and E.Inverness-shire. See Scottish Bird News 34:1-5 


Also: Caith 2prs attempted, one successfully; NE min 
10prs produced 9 young; Bord 2 prs bred 

Oct-Dec roosts: Ork 3-10 birds at 3 roosts; Arg max 12 
L.Gruinart, Islay & 8 Moine Mhor; D&G 22-25 birds at 
5 roosts. 


*Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus 

2nd-yr m at undisclosed site P&K 5-7 May seen in 
displaywith Hen Harrier. 

Juv Exnaboe Shet 15 Sep, also Fleck and Quendale on 
16 Sep. 

2nd & 3rd Scottish records after a large influx into 


W. Europe. Mixed breeding pair reported Finland. 
See Harrop.H (1993) The Pallid Harrier in Shetland. Birding 
World 6:397. Photo s: Shet bird Scottish Birds 17(3). 


*Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus 
Im Boddam NE 24 May, another or perhaps same, 
Easthaven A&D 30 May. 


Goshawk Accipiter gentilis 

Breeding: Suth lpr; M&N present 6 sites; NE 6 nests 
found, 2 fledged 6 but 4 unsuccessful due to infection 
from Frounce, a disease new to NE raptors, poorest 
success for many years; A&D 2 sites; Fife display seen 
2 sites; Bord 30 casual records away from breeding sites 
(19 casuals in '92); D&G 10prs. 


Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 

Breeding: CBC (+33%) Ork 6prs; Caith bred 2 sites; 
NE 4br 13; Clyde 9prs with 3br8; Ayr 19 nests in C. 
Ayrshire study raised 44 young,, pairs at 18 other sites. 
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Buzzard Buteo buteo 
Breeding: CBC (A+7%) 


RSG Occupied Laid Hatched Fledged Young MBS 
Highland 54 - - 41 82 2.0 
Tayside 43 - - ? 30 - 
SE Scot 19 - . 10 22 2.2 


Ork 2prs raised single young; Caith 10prs bred; NE 
probably bred 14 sites, display 2 others; 1&R 37 nests 
E.Ross with MBS 1.8, 9prs Eigg; Fife 5 young raised; 
Loth 13prs raised 28 young, MBS 2.2, 13 other sites; 
Bord 250 reports, 68 territories, 18 known nests; Arg 
19-22prs Colonsay, 2prs Tiree; Cent 12prs; Clyde 
11prs at 10 sites; Ayr 65-67prs. 

Expansion continues: Caith "very successful in recent 
years, now reported E.coast"; M&N “more numerous in 
lowland areas. observer near A96 having 231 bird-days "; 
NE "further eastward expansion , now noted over 100 sites"; 
A&D "dramatic change in 5 years, now common especially 
inGlens"; Fife "continues to expand range, possibly breeding 
pairs in double-figures”. 

See Rivers (1994) The Buzzard in Fife. Fife Bird Report 1993 
pp67-69, Smith (1994) Buzzards in Lothian - a Success story. 


Lothian Bird Report 1993 pp108-110. and Holling & McGarry 
(1994) A Review of the Changing Status of Buzzards in the 


Borders. Borders Bird Report 14: 76-82. 

High counts: 10 Aboyne NE 10 Mar;14 Sluice M&N 
14 Apr; 18 Crathie area NE 15 Apr; 27 Munlochy I&R 
27 Sep; 12 Sma' Glen area P&K 21 Nov. 


*Rough-legged Buzzard Buteo lagopus 

Singles 1 Longman Rubbish Tip, Inverness 1&R 2 Dec; 
1 Fraserburgh NE 12 Dec-1994. 

2 records failed SBRC scrutiny. 4 others were reported 
but no descriptions were forthcoming. 


Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos 
Wanderers: Bord (8 records ) & Ayr. 


Breeding: 
D&G 2prs laid, 1 chick fledged; Clyde 3prs bred. 


Ospreys in Scotland 1968-93 
pairs & young 


"| 


Golden Eagle 
Angus Hogg 


nl 


\ 
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Zo, an ZA KG 
RSG Occupied Laid Hatched Fledged Young MBS 
W.Isles 28 - - 13 15 1F2 
Highland 72 - - - 39 - 
North-east 16 13 10 8 11 1.3 
Tayside 28 19 11 10 12+ 1.2 
Central ef, - - - U 1.0 
Argyll 38 35 27 24 28 1.2 


Low productivity or the birds not producing at their potential 
is raised in the comments of several RSGs. While the weather 
undoubtedly contributed to lowering production through 
failures and added problems for fieldwork, some wonder at 
other factors. An improvement was seen in Argyll area in 
production and numbers fledged. Scottish Bird News 34:1-5. 


Osprey Pandion haliaetus 

First 1 at nest M&N 24 Mar; 1 Beauly F. 1&R 25 Mar; 
1 Inverdruie I&R 27 Mar; 1 Trossachs Cent & L.Fleet 
Suth 31 Mar. 


Breeding: 

Occupied Laid Hatched Fledged Young MBS 
Scotland 88 78 59 56 111 1.99 
Highland 50 48 36 31 59 2.31 
Tayside 26 20 17 16 37 231 


a Pairs 
Young 


R.D.Murray [Ed] 


The population continues to increase, despite the bad weather 
of spring & early summer which reduced brood sizes, espe- 
cially further north. This meant a 28% increase in the number 
of pairs attempting but only a 10% increase in young. 19 new 
sites were identified, 4 of which were used prior to 1993. See 
Scottish Bird News 34:1-5 

Highest count: 10 Findhorn Bay M&N 27 Jul. 

Last: singles Lower Deeside NE 5 Oct and L. Rannoch 
P&K 31 Oct. 


Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 

Breeding: CBC (A+9%) Ork proved 10 sites, possible 
4 others; Cent 4prs Clackmannan ; Clyde 23 territories 
with 4br11; Fife Sprs proved but reports from SOsites a 
very large underestimate; Loth 16 sites with 14br34; 
Ayr 7prs outwith study area with 4br11. 


RSG Checked Laid MHatched Fledged Young MBS 
Highland 39 19 17 17 uy 4.5 
The Central Ayrshire study area suffered badly from weather 
extremes. Pairs either failed to attempt breeding or had great 
success. A 54% failure rate was the highest-ever, most failing 
before or during incubation. Brood survival after hatching 
was an unprecedented 100%. Good weather and a vole year 
meant excellent brood sizes of 4.4 per successful pair. Re- 
sults from Highland RSG closely paralleled those in Ayrshire. 
See Scottish Bird News 34:1-5 

Highest counts include 25 on A75 Newton Stewart- 
Dumfries D&G and 25 Ken-Lorg area D&G in Dec. 


Merlin Falco columbarius 

Usual scattered winter records, mostly from coast. 
Breeding: 

RSG Occupied Laid Hatched Fledged Young MBS 


Shetland 26 23 ? 14 55 3.93 
Orkney — 19 12 12 8 19 2.38 
W.Isles - - 14 39 2.79 
Highland - 47 42 39 133 3.40 
North-east 60 - = 19 38 2.97 
Tayside 49 = - 29 70 2.35 
South-east 24 22 13 12 35 2.92 
Argyll 16 9 - 7 17 2.42 
S.Stra'clyde 23 : - 12 31 2.58 
D&G 18 - - 9 19 2.11 
Total - - - 163 456 2.79 


More intensive efforts revealed very poor occupancy levels 
this year, probably due to the weather. 49 sites in Tayside 
RSG area occupied from 119 checked, 26 from 62 checked in 
Shetland and 19 from 52 in Orkney. The weather greatly 
reduced production, with losses at both egg and chick stage. 
One adult succumbed to the May snows in the SE. Nationally 
brood sizes were smaller with 2.79 compared to 3.06 in 1992. 
See Scottish Bird News 34:1-5. 


*Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus 

[1984] 1 found dead Thornhill D&G 17 Sep had been 
tinged Lot-en Garonne, France 25 Jul 1984. It was seen 
N. Yorks 5 Sep 1984. Not notified until 26 Jan 1994. 
[1992] 1 first-summer St.Ola Ork 27-28 May makes the 
1992 total now 14 birds. 
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Hobby Falco subbuteo 

14 records, 7 spring, 4 summer, 3 autumn. 

Singles Holm Ork 29 Apr; Hamilton Clyde 30 Apr; 
Cruden Bay NE 11 May; N.Ronaldsay Ork 31 May; 
Is of May & Stornoway OH 9 Jun; Strathclyde Park 
Clyde 12 Jun; Tarth Water D&G 24 Jun; Endrick 
Mouth Clyde 25 Jul; L.of Strathbeg NE 13 Jul; Memus 
A&D 21 Jul; Invertomie I&R 2 Aug; Newmains Bon 
13 Aug; L.of Banks, Birsay Ork 18 Sep. 


*Gyrfalcon Falco rusticolus 
1 white-phase Cairngorm Plateau M&N/I&R 14 Apr. 
[1990] 1 first -sum. m. L.Gruinart, Islay Arg 17 Apr. 


*Lanner Falcon Falco biamarcus 
Ad Is of May 13-15 Aug Presumed to be an escape. 


Peregrine Falco peregrinus 


Breeding: 

RSG Occupied Laid Hatched Fledged Young MBS 
Shetland 3 2 1 1 2 2.00 
Orkney 18 18 5 5 9 1.80 
Western Is. 6 - - 6 14 2.33 
Highland 30 17 11 8 15 1.88 
North-east 60 - - 19 38 2.00 
Tayside 79 33 - 31 49+ 1.58 
Cent 26 - - 13 26 2.00 
South-east 47 39 22 22 46 2.09 
Argyll 16 14 - 10 18 1.80 
S.Stra'clyde 28 17 - 8 17 Duis 
D&G 71 45 - 13 26 2.00 
Total - - 128 246 1.92 


Weather was blamed for poor occupancy and failure at the 
egg stage, especially in NE, SE, Tayside & W.Isles. Robbery 
was a greater problem in the S accounting for 37% of failures 
in S.Strathclyde & 25% in the SE and D&G. Cessation of 
persecution would dramatically raise production in these 
areas. The Shetland situation improved with 2prs laying 
(none in 1992) and 2 young fledging, pushing back the spectre 
of local extinction there. See Scottish Bird News 34:1-5. 


Red Grouse Lagopus lagopus 

Bad seasons in Caith, M&N, NE, A&D, P&K due to the 
terrible weather. Many shoots were cancelled (M&N, 
NE, A&D, P&K) or shot-over very lightly. Shurrey 
Estate Caith only managed 34 brace, the average being 
125 ! Improved numbers parts of Lammermuirs B. 

80 Kilpallet L 31 Jan was a poor largest count. 


Ptarmigan Lagopus mutus 

Suth 1 site; I&R 25 areas; M&N 2 areas; NE 16 sites; 
P&K S sites; Cent 2 sites; Clyde | site. Max : 21 Carn 
Ban Mor [&R in Jul and 33 Carn an Tuirc NE in Aug. 
Breeding: M&N few Ben Avon due to weather, more 
success Ben Rinnes; NE mid-May snows caused heavy 
losses , some re-laid after deserting and higher altitiude 
nests were more successful4n thinner snowcover there 
- those that survived did well - MBS 5.7. 
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Black Grouse 
Andrew Stevenson 


Black Grouse Tetrao tetrix 


Breeding: 
sites mm ff young sites mm ff young 
Suth 2 Bhs he - Loth il 38 - 


5 

I&R 15 86 18 + Bord 49 166 36 
M&N 10 34) 10) 4s, Are 09 Pi eee 
NE 20 2s newt “Clydekay By 
A&D 4 SG PTO er MeEsynate nee NR 
P&K 98 761 ? D&G 4 Sin) 

Cent 5 Lt) 23 - 

P&K survey (7 x 10km squares): 533 mm at 73 lek, 34 
others displaying singly - a 17% decrease since '92. 
NE very good success Ballochbuie, poor Glen Tanar. 
Largest leks: 19 mm Langhaugh B & 18 Fala L. 

Max counts include 29 Glen Quaich-Almuree P&K in 
Jan, 30 Glen Tanar NE in Nov 


Capercaillie Tetrao urogallus 

I&R 10 sites with25-35prs Abernethy with24mm+ 38ff 
on 5 Feb, with nest at Tain; M&N 8 sites with 25mm 
Monaughty Forest + nest Strathavon; NE 13 sites with 
140 Glen Tanar in Nov, poor breeding season with 
weather killing young - better success Ballochbuie, 
worse Glen Tanar; A&D 3mm+4ff Montreathmont 
Forest; P&K 3 areas, 8 SW Rannoch; Cent | L.Ard; 
Fife 1 Tentsmuir; Arg 2mm+f+br2 in Cowal was first 
confirmed breeding since 1968-72 Atlas; Clyde 
33mm+15ff L.Lomond Islands +2 other sites. 
Releases of captive-bred birds at Altyre(2mm+7ff) and 
Cawdor (6mm+3ff) M&N. 


Red Legged Partridge Alectoris rufa 

(includes Chukar and Red-leg x Chukar hybrids) 

CBC (A-19%) Best counts include 20 L.of Skene NE, 
16 Carnell Ayr & 10 Carrick Fin Jan; 15 Cowdenbeath 
F in Mar and 15 Crimond NE in Nov. 

Introductions likely Cowdenbeath with expansion A&D 
but questions raised M&N and Loth about possible tocal 
extinction as breeding bird. 
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Grey Partridge Perdix perdix 

CBC (+9%) Better reports received for this species. 
Mixed breeding success with good breeding reported 
P&K and Fife, fewer reports Loth & Bord and poor 
seasons M&N and parts of Ayr. 

Biggest counts: 28 Coble Shore F in Jul; 26 Hule Moss 
B in Sep; 35 Linwood Clyde & 30 Ruddens Pt. F in Oct; 
27 Drem L in Nov; 58 Leuchars F, 52 Musselburgh L 
and 29 Blackford Glen L in Dec 


Quail Coturnix coturnix 
First singles Sanday Ork 6 May and Tyninghame L 
11 May; Fair Is, Is of May & St.Abbs B on 23 May. 


Main arrival during early Junin S, Jui-Aug elsewhere. | 
Breeding confirmed only on Deerness Ork where br3, | 


probable Reston B & Crocketford D&G. 
Records of calling birds in the summer came from Shet 
(1-2), Ork (2), Caith (2), I&R (2), M&N (2), NE (2), 


P&K (1), Cent (1), Fife (5), Loth (2), Bord (10), Arg (1), | 


Ayr (2) and D&G (4-5). 


Last N.Ronaldsay Ork 12 Oct. c45 birds, a poor year. | 


Pheasant Phasianus colchicus 
Few reports: 200+ Glenbay-Glenalmond Ayr in Oct & | 
150 Newburgh NE in Nov the only large counts. 


Golden Pheasant Chrysolophus pictus 
2ff seen Gruline, Mull Arg in winter. Now very scarce | 
Palnure & Creetown areas D&G, max 4 & S reported n 
each area respectively, with no ff seen in latter area. 

| Fife Ness F in summer. 


Water Rail Rallus aquaticus 

Winter records trom 73 sites, most singles but 7 calling 
Lindores |. F 23 Feb. 

Only 5 dates Fair Is & | St.Abbs B in spring. 
Breeding: Ork 2-3prs; Caith 2 sites; I&R 3 sites, 
Sat Insh Marshes; M&N 3 sites; NE 3 sites, 7 calling 


R.D.Murray [Ed] 


L.of Leys; A&D 1 site; P&K bred L.Leven; Fife 1 site; 
Loth heard 3 sites; Bord 4 sites; Arg 1 site; Clyde 
14 AOTs, 6+ Bishops L.; Ayr 13 sites, 4-5 Bogside; 
D&G 3 sites with 5+ Wood of Cree. 

Breeding proved in Ork, P&K, Arg, Clyde, Ayr & D&G 
Reported 60 sites in autumn-winter period. Mostly 
singles with 7 N.Ronaldsay Ork 20-21 Sep & 4 Oct the 
best total. 


*Spotted Crake Porzana porzana 

Calling birds Caith, NE, A&D (2) and P&K. 

I&R 2 calling Insh Marshes 23 May-8 Jun with single 
another site 1 Jun; Arg 2prs L.Gruinart, Islay with br1 
seen 10 Sep. The first confirmed breeding forArg. 

1 Paisley Clyde 18 Aug & 2 N.Ronaldsay Ork 20 Sep. 


Corncrake Crex crex 

First singles Stornoway OH 19 Apr, Skares Ayr 8 May; 
Muck I&R 11 May & N.Ronaldsay Ork 14 May. 
Passage birds noted Shet (3), Fair Is & Ork (10). 
Breeding: 


Sites mm _ Broods Sites mm _ Broods 


Shet 3 3 - M&N 1 1 - 
Orkney 4 6 6 NE 6 6 - 
Lewis ? 110 u Arg 10 160 1 
Caith 6 6 1 Ayr 1 1 - 
Suth 1 2 - Bord 2 2 - 
I&R 6 18 - 


In Arg 160 calling birds on Islay (9), Colonsay (10), 
Iona (4), Coll (20), Tiree (111), McCormaig Is (1) & 
Treshnish Is (2) with 2 reports from mainland. No 
records from Uists OH so a large part of the population 
was not recorded. 

Only 1 autumn record: Aithsetter Shet 27 Sep. 


Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 

51 Airthrey L. Cent & 45 N.Ronaldsay Ork 20 Feb were 
largest winter counts. 

Breeding: CBC (F+12%) 


Sites prs broods MBS Sites prs broods MBS 


Shet Lae Stbr3 Fife 5 M2ei2br20) 11:68 
Ork 21 36 uv Cent Gy HAoye Gh 
Caith 3 3 = 1br3 Loth 19 36. 12br20 1.68 
Suth er - Bord 45 80 31br70 2.25 
Sa Arg 4 12 4br4 1.00 
M&N 3 10 8 nests Clyde 37 91 Ibr 7 
A&D 1 2+ - Ayr 35). 56, 2obriilieg 2.73 
P&K 8 23 3br17 567 D&G 4 ?  8br? 


Breeding success poorer in all areas where brood sizes 
recorded : Bord 2.25 (2.84 in '92), Ayr 2.73 (3.30). 

16 prs Airthrey only managed 7 young due to Mink. 
Autumn/winter peaks: 64 N.Ronaldsay in Sep; 50 Elsie 
Moss NE & 48 L.of Hillwell Shetin Oct; 37 Auchenreoch 
D&G & 32 Shewalton Ayr in Nov. 
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Coot Fulica atra 

695 Linlithgow L. L, 402 L.of Harray Ork, 340 L.of 
Skene NE & 228 Castle L, Lochmaben D&G, all in Jan 
were highest winter counts. 

Breeding: CBC (A-4%) 


Sites prs broods MBS Sites prs broods MBS 
Ork 20 36 - - Loth 19 57 22br?? 3.40 
Caith 2 2 = 1br5 - Bord 45 215 52br141 2.71 
M&N 13 - Arg ean - 


P&K 3 28 9br31 3.45 Clyde 35 124 ?br134 
Fife 13 43 43br68 1.58 Ayr 20 38 15br43 2.87 
Cent 3-230) abr 4. 


Clyde MBP 1.60. 

High winter counts: 400 L.Watten Caith & 300 L.of 
Skene in Oct; 590 Kilconquhar L. F & 344 L.of Harray 
during Nov; 971 Linlithgow L., 812 Forfar L. A&D, 
340 Monikie A&D and 324 L.of Mentieth Cent in Dec. 


* Crane Grus grus 
3 singles East Voe Shet 1 May, Tiree Arg 1-3 May & 
Fair Is 13-19 May. 


Oystercatcher Haemtopus ostralegus 

A lowish BoEE peak of 62,0505 in Feb with the 
Solway accounting for 50% the total. Largest site 
counts:2,321 Wigtown Bay D&G in Jan, 2,224 Eden 
Est. F in Feb & 3,000 Caerlaverock D&G in Mar. Rapid 
drop from mid-Feb with move inland to P&K, M&N, 
Clyde, Cent & Loth 29-31 Jan; Bord and D&G 1-4 Feb; 
I&R, Fair Is & Shet 9-14 Feb; NE & Suth 22-27 Feb. 
Main overland movements mid-Mar with 582>Perth 
P&K, 410 Nisbet B, 245 MundoleM&N, 205 Duneaton 
Clyde, 200 Tarland NE & 110 Newtonmore I&R. 
Breeding: Fair Is 75-86prs (87); Ork 81prs N.Hill, 
Papa Westray (83); I&R 105prs Eigg (104); Is of May 
35prs (34), only 4prs fledged 1 young; Loth 21prs on 5 
Forth islands; Bord 8prs Gala Water but no young due 
to floods. Cent pr roof-breeders fed worms to young. 
Bird raised on roof in 1987 returned to breed Altens NE. 
Passage at Machrihanish Arg (1,239 birds) peaked Aug 
at 159/hr, dropping to 145/hr during Sep. 

BoEE built up from Aug, peaking at 70,104 in Oct.. 
15,000 Carerlaverock 20 Sep was largest count with 
3,200 Goosepools F, 2,589 Cromarty F. 1&R and 2,191 
Dornoch F.1&R the next largest, all in Sep. 


Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 

1 Waulkmill Bay, Orphir Ork 14-16 Apr; 2 Strathbeg 
NE 7 May & Ythan NE 8 May; 2 Uig OH 15 May with 
1 Callanish OH 31 May. 


* Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 

1 Candren Pool Clyde 2-3 May; Single Donmouth NE 
3 -12 May, ringed 13 May. Further singles Donmouth 
19 May and 19-27 Jun. 1 Shewalton Ayr 11 May. 
1Stronsay Ork 27 Sep-2 Oct. First for Ork, 4th for Ayr. 


SA ERI PE TT TG TS EE) 
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Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticulata 

A lower Scottish BoEEpeak of 1,368 in Feb but large 
numbers outwith BoFE network especially O.Heb. 
623 Ork coast count in Jan-Feb. Few areas held >100 
birds, the best were : 317 Brora-Dornoch Suth/ I&R, 
249 Loth coast L & 150 Islay sealochs, Arg. 

1,048 BoEE May peak did not include some very large 
counts: 1,500 Newbie D&G, 980 Findhorn Bay M&N, 
900 Goosepools F & 231 Aberlady 16-21 May. 
Breeding: Fair Is 18 prs (17); Ork 13prs N.Hill, Papa 
Westray (15); [&R 6prs Eigg ; Loth 7prs Aberlady (8). 
Autumn: 200 Wig D&G, 178 Goosepools, 172 Aberlady 
in Aug; 169 N.Ronaldsay in Sep; 120 L.Fleet Suth in 
Oct. BoEE peak 1,893 in Oct (1,850). 150 Colonsay 
Arg in Nov and 854 Ork coastal survey and 275 Islay 
sealochs in Nov-Dec. 


*Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus 
1 ad m Tyninghame L 1-3 May. 2nd for Lothian. 


Kentish Plover 
David Mitchell 


Killdeer Charadrius vociferus 
1 L.of Hillwell Shet 13-20 Mar. First for Shetland. 


Dotterel Charadris morinellus 

First 9 Cairn Lochan, Cairngorms M&N/I&R 28 Apr 
with 4prs on territory NE 30 Apr. 

Reported Shet (2), Ork (4), NE (5), Loth (24), Bord (8), 
D&G (3) 6-16 May with more (10) N.Isles 20-27 May. 
Max; 8 Reston B 9-15 May & 18 Eweford L 16 May. 
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Grey Plover - BoEE Counts Scotland 1991-93 
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I&R 17 nests and 10+ young Cairngorm study 
area, similar numbers but better productivity that 1992; 
NE usual numbers present but some losses where sheep 
present through trampling; A&D 6prs bred. 
Fewinautumn: | GlenLyonP&K4 Aug; 1 N.Ronaldsay 
Ork 12 Sep; 1 juv NE study 17 Sep; 1 juv Delnies M&N 
& Whiteness Head I&R on 3 Oct. 


* American Golden Plover Pluvialis dominica 
1 West Gernish, S.Uist OH 3-19 May. 

[1990] 1 Hirta, St.Kilda OH 22-24 Sep. Now accepted 
as American (indeterminate species in 1990 Report). 
[1992] 1 Traig nam Barc, Tiree Arg 3-5 Oct. 

First for Argyll. See Argyl! Bird Report 10:81-83. 


Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria 
Low BoEE peak of 7,633 in Feb . Much smaller flocks 
N. Isles, max : 300 L.of Heusbreck Shet & 750 Deerness 


Ork in Jan. Elsewhere max 2,000 Tentsmuir F & Port | 
Seaton L, 1,080 Montrose A&D, 750 Strathbeg NE and | 


660 Caerlaverock D&G, mostly in Feb. 


No pattern to return to hills: Bord 31 Jan, NE 7 Feb, 


M&N 25 Feb, Ayr 28 Feb & P&K 14 Mar. 


Poor mid Apr-early May passage: best counts 1,400 — 


Tiree Arg, 700 Janetstown Caith, 400 Drakemyre NE, 
304 N.Ronaldsay Ork & 300 Bonerbo F. 


"Northern" altifrons-types Cait, Loth, Bord & Ayr, best | 


counts 200 West Linton B & 180 Camilty L 11-14 Apr. 


Breeding: Ork 18prs N.Hoy (21), 17 Birsay Moors | 


(21), 19prs Rousay (15) but only 5 successful; I&R 
2prs Eigg (5); P&K 27 AOTs at 22 sites; Bord 20 prs at 
10 sites; Clyde 15prs censused Caorran area. 
Max BoEE count of 8,480 in Nov, 38% on Tay, 35% on 
Solway. However Aberlady Bay L alone had a record 


8,800 on 16 Oct with 1,500 nearby at Musselburgh L. | 
Other major counts include 1,658 N.Ronaldsay in Sep; | 
1,500 Deerness Ork &2,000 Anstruther F in Oct; 2,630 | 
Ythan NE in Nov. Inland 910 The Meetings Clyde in. 
Sep & 1,400 Birgham B in Oct were good. Average | 


winter count of 5,243 Inner Solway D&G. 


Note higher peaks and | 
generally higher levels 


in 1993, the Jan & Oct 
peaks exceeding all 

counts in last 3 years. 
Note also the much 

steeper climb into Oct 


1993 as the migrants | 
arrive. | 

Sask >eywasye 9 

SES 225223838 | 
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Grey Plover Pluvialis squaterola 

High Jan peak of 2,632 in BoEE counts dropping to 
more usual c1,800 to Apr. Scarce on Solway but best site 
counts: 506 Eden Est F in Jan; 525 Gosford coast L in 
Feb; & 615 Aberlady in Apr. Quiet spring passage with 
a real exit. Fewsummered, max only 6 Aberlady in Jul. 
First returned NE & Ork 7-9 Aug, A&D, Caith &Arg 
14-24Aug; Shet , Fair Is, Suth, Is of May, Bord & Clyde 
11-18Sep. Few Sep but high BoEE max of 2,852 in Oct. 
Best sites: 300+ Kinshaldy Fin Aug; 586 Goosepools F 
& 490 Aberlady & 315 Dornoch F. I&R in Oct; 390 
Outer Tay F in Nov; & 691 Eden Est. in Dec. Inland 
records from L.Leven P&K in Sep & Birgham B in Oct. 


Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 

Largest winter counts mostly in S, few >300 in N. 
4,670 Newshot Is.shore Clyde, 1,200 Caerlaverock 
D&G, 1,181 Greenan Ayr in Jan; 1, 950 Pow floods 
P&K, 1,560 Strathallan P&K, 1,449 Aberlady L, 1,204 
Findhorn Bay M&N, &1,000 Eden Est .F in Feb, 
BoEE peak of 19,280 in Feb, 33% lower than 91-92, 
perhaps due to birds wintering inland in S, especially 
Clyde & Bord. First returnees Loth 31 Jan; I&R 6 Feb; 
Cent 12 Feb; NE 26 Feb; M&N 7 Mar & Caith 15 Mar. 
Breeding CBC (F-32%): A mixture of success & failure, 
often based on local factors, overlain by failures due to 
ppoor weather, predation & changes in farming. 

Shet successful; Ork 20prs N.Hill, Papa Westray (18); 
I&R 12prs Figg (20);P&K better than expected success 
despite May snows, 10prs Vane Farm (6); Loth 1Sprs 
Aberlady (16), 17 Bavelaw area (18); Bord 18br49, 
W.Tweeddale, MBS 2.72; Arg only 6prsleftS.Kintyre& 
10-2 prs coastal Mid-Argyll but 250prs L.Gruinart, 
Islay & 83prs Colonsay; Clyde 16prs at 2 sites totally 
failed, only 4 young reported in whole area; Ayr 16br33 
MBS 2.01 noted, 9prs Meadownay (6), 6prs Blairbowie 
(6) raised 4br7 better than 2br3 in '92; D&G population 
now very fragmented, 4prs Threave (11). 
Post-breeding flocks from Jul, peaking Aug suggest 
good season, perhaps withre-lays delaying flocking. No 
great numbers: 2,500 Castleton Caith, 1,320 Tullibody 
Cent, 1,000 Baron's Haugh Clyde, 877 Edenside F in 
Aug; 3,692 Forth Est.Cent, 2,000 Aberlady L, 1,600 
Greenan, 1,430 The Meetings Clyde, 680 W.Linton B 
& 600 Greenland Caith in Sep. 

BoEE max 13,759 in Sep, 55% in Forth. 2,200 Aberlady 
& 950 Birgham B in Oct; 1,150 Strathallan P&K in 
Nov; & 2,800 E.Ferry Clyde in Dec were the best later 
counts. Fewer overwintered inland after Nov frosts. 


Knot Calidris canutus 

High BoEE max in Jan with 27,905 birds (23,552), 
Spread across all main estuaries. Site counts: 2,156 
Edenside F in Jan; 1,970 Aberlady L, 1,400 Nairn/ 
Culbin Bars M&N &1,050 Whiteness Head I&R in 
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Feb were best counts. 

Rapid drop-away into Mar-Apr, except Aberlady with 
1,085 still there Apr. Most last records 10-22 May. Few 
summered - 87 Nairns Bars & 6 Aberlady in Jun. 


Knot BoEE Counts 1993 
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Widespread return ; first Shet, Ork, Ayr, D&G, Arg & 
Bord 13-16 Jul, main arrival early Aug. 1,083 passed 
Machrihanish Arg , peaking at 741 in Shrs on 29 Aug 
Built-up Oct-Nov 1,360 Nairns Bars & 600 Prestwick 
Ayr in Oct , 2,000 Southerness D&G in Nov; 4,700 
Kinneil Cent, 2,100 Aberlady, 1,805 Cromarty F. 1&R 
& 1,320 Skinflats Cent in Dec. BoEE peaked at an 
excellent 36,604 in Dec. 


Sanderling Calidris alba 

BoEE winter max was only 397 (439) in Jan, with 
the main E sites were 241 Carnoustie A&D, 188 Eden 
Est. F, 80 Aberlady L but only 32 Nairn M&N. 
Outwith the BoKE 454 E.Sanday Ork & 300 Ouse, 
Westray Ork in Feb held counts >SO birds. 

Most gone by late Mar before the May passage gave 
peaks of 480 N.Ronaldsay Ork, 300 Newbie D&G but 
only 81 Ythan NE & 80 Aberlady. 

Early return passage with first Shet &D&G 14-15 Jul; 
Ayr & Fair Is 17-18 Jul, Caith & Arg 19-20 Jul, Clyde 
and M&N 24-25 Jul. 197 N.Ronaldsay, 52 Lossiemouth 
M&N, 50 Dunnet Caith & 47 Sumburgh Shet 19-25 Jul 
with 112 Aberlady, 100 Outer Tay Fin Aug, 55 Balmedie 
NE in Sep; 237 N.Ronaldsay and 88 Russons Pt. F in 
Oct; 203 Carnoustie in Nov with 302 E.Sanday in Nov- 
Dec. BoEE peak 407 in Dec. 


* Semipalmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla 
1Stronsay Ork 7-8 Jun. First Orkney and 2nd Scottish 


record after the first in 1992. 
See Hollway & Eds (1995) British Birds 88:196-200. 


26 Scottish Bird Report 1993 


Little Stint Calidris minuta 

Singles Sanday Ork 8 May; Aberlady L 11 May; 
N.Ronaldsay Ork 16 May with 2 on 19 May; 
Tyninghame L 20 May; Goosepools F 21 May; & Papa 


Westray Ork 6 Jun. 

Area May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov 
N&W Isles 3 1 - 12 74 7 - 
N.Scotland = - - 1 4 11 3 

NE Scot - - 4 4 48 3 

E/C Scot 1 - - 6 41 47 - 
SE Scot 2 - 1 4 44 7 2 
W.Scot - - 2 1 8 3 - 
SW Scot - - - 2 47 6 - 
Total 6 1 8 S33 S27 76 2 


Singles Starnafin NE & Bruichladdich, Islay Arg 8 Jul 
with 6 others 23-31 JulinM&N(2), NE, A&D and Loth. 
A few in Aug, max 2 Virkie Shet, Keppoch I&R and 
Girdleness NE. Peak arrival 10-13 Sep: max 13 Aberlady 
& N.Ronaldsay, 11 Kingston & Starnafin, 10 Barassie 
Ayr & Tyninghamer, 8 Goosepools F, Taycock A&D, 
Virkie & Donmouth NE. Best count was 15 Goosepools 
2 Oct but most birds away by 15 Oct. 

2 late birds Aberlady 1 Nov. 


Temminck’s Stint Calidris temminckii 

3 singles at Shewalton Ayr 10-11 May, Starnafin NE 
11 May and St.John's L. Caith 24-25 May. 

Breeding: 1 ‘usual site' I&R with br2 on 2 Jun. 


*White-rumped Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis 
1 Starnafin NE 4-5 Jul; 1 Virkie Shet 31 Jul-2 Aug. 
3rd records for both NE & Shetland. 


*Baird's Sandpiper Calidris bairdii 

1 Scatness Shet 19-22 Sep; 1 North Ronaldsay Ork 
4-11 Oct. First for Orkney, 2nd for Shetland. 

Photo of Shet bird: Birding World 6:344. 


*Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotus 

1 spring, 6 autumn. Singles Endrick Mouth Clyde 5 Jun; 
Starnafin NE 21-22 Jul; Hillwell Shet 1 Jul; Milldam of 
Rango Ork and Starnafin 29 Aug; Machrihanish Arg 
10 Sep; another Hillwell 14 Sep, 4th for Clyde. 


BoEE Scottish Dunlin Counts 1990-1993 
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*Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Calidris acuminuta 

1 Scatness Ork 13-15 Sep. 

1st for Shetland, 3rd for Scotland, last Loth, Aug 1985. 
Photo: Birding World 6:345 & British Birds 87:528. 


Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 


Area May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov 
N&W Isles 10 - 1 4 28 4 - 
N.Scotland 1 - 1 3 1 1 
NE Scot 2 2 4 8) 24 - 

E/C Scot 1 2 1 48 87 2 

SE Scot 2 1 6 10 32 2 - 
W.Scot 1 - - - iS) - - 
SW Scot 3} 3 5 18 81 9 - 
Total 19 9 17 104 264 18 1 


1 Browell D&G 21 Apr was early. Next 16-21 May with 
further arrivals 26-28 May and 7-15 Jun. 

Arrival from 15-23 Jul, with 11 Tyninghame L 3 Sep; 
12 Montrose A&D 12 Sep; 10 Scatness Shet on 15 Sep, 
24 Montrose, 15 Bogside & 11 Tyninghame 18-20 Sep, 
9 Stronsay Ork and 12 Goosepools F 23-26 Sep and 
9 Browhouses D&G 9 Oct. Last Brora Suth 18 Oct. 


Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima 

BoEE peak 244 in Jan. Best numbers elsewhere . Ork: 
1,679 in Jan-Feb coastal survey, max 776 E.Sanday. 
Caith, 116 Tarbet Ness shore I&R, 112 Fraserburgh 
NE in Jan with 130 Peterhead NE in Mar. 101Tullbothy 
Craigs F 8 May. Last Ayr 21 Apr; Arg 14 May; Fife, 
NE,Caith & Suth 16-17 May & Loth 20 May. 
Breeding: Pr raised 1 young at I&R site. 

1 Fair Is & 1 Ork were only other Jun reports. 

First bac« Is of May 7 Jul; Ork 19 Jul, Loth 24 Jul; Bord 
1 Aug; Ayr 12 Aug; NE 21 Aug; Arg 27 Sep 


Best totals: 176 Is of May in Aug; 100+ Brims Ness_ | 


Caith, 100 Saltcoats Ayr and 86 Scatness during Nov; 


150Lossiemouth & 100 Buckie M&N with 90Peterhead_| 


in Dec. Very low Dec BoEE peak of 97 birds. 
1,418 in Ork coast counts, max 491 East Sanday. 


Dunlin Calidris alpina 


Low BoEE peak of 36,409 (43,858) birds in Jan, shared | 


across all estuaries. Largest site counts: 3,364 Dornoch 
F. I&R, 2,693 Eden Est.F, 2,052 


Tyninghame L, 2,000 Caerlaverock | 


D&G, 1,922 Erskine area Clyde & 
1,859 Cromarty F. 1&R in Jan; 4,504 
Dornoch & 1,700 Skinflats Cent in 
Feb. Good Mar/Apr numbers but no 
outstanding counts. 


Note much lower levels in winter 
'92/93 with lack of high peak 
count in Dec. Note much lower 
levels autumn '93 until sudden 
Dec peak. 
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Breeding: Ork 15prs Hoy (21), 15prs Birsay (14); 
Caith only 16 AOTs during 3Smile walk; P&K 9prs at 
5 sites; Clyde 13prs Caorran area; Ayr 6-7prs at 4 sites. 
Reported few sites elsewhere: Bord 2 & Loth 3 with 
single sites I&R, M&N and NE,. 

25,250 in BoEE Oct counts rising to Dec peak of 
46,436, 35% in Solway. 2,600 Tentsmuir F in Sep; 
7,750 Caerlaverock D&G, 5,002 Forth Est. Cent, 4,197 
Dornoch F., 3,000 Edenside F, 2,120 Findhorn M&N, 
1,800 Drumbuck Clyde & 1,652 E.Sanday Ork in Dec. 


* Broad-billed Sandpiper Limicola falcinellus 
1 Sollas, N.Uist OH 31 May. 2nd for Outer Hebrides. 


* Buff-breasted Sandpiper Tryngites subruficollis 
1 Starnafin NE 4 Sep. 5th for NE. 


Ruff Philomachus pugnax 
25 Jan-Apr: Ork, NE (4), Fife (5), Loth (14) and D&G 
with max 9 Musselburgh L. 
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Total 21 16 14 25 20 9 38 418 825 65 6 9 

NB numbers approximate, especially Aug/Sep.. 

Good autumn, if less so than '92, with first influx from 
mid-Jul with 12 Kinnaber A&D. 

Area maxima: 11 Edenside F 29 Aug; 51 Lochlea Ayr 
1 Sep; 37 N.Ronaldsay Ork & 29 L.Leven P&K 10Sep; 
15 Kingston M&N 12 Sep; 35 Scatness Shet & 24 Fair 
Is 13 Sep; 17 Caerlaverock D&G and 10 Baron's Haugh 
Clyde 18 Sep; 29 Tyninghame L 20 Sep; 33 Hemmpriggs 
Caith 25 Sep; 8 Sprouston B on 26 Sep. 

Last Clyde & Bord 26 Sep; P&K, M&N,I&R and Fair 
Is 1-5 Oct; Shet, Caith, Ayr, NE & Ork 9-14 Oct. Nov- 
Dec records Ork, Caith, Loth (4), Fife (3) and D&G. 


Ruff BoEE Counts 1993 
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Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus 

Max counts: 6 Kinneil Cent and 4 N.Ronaldsay Ork in 
Jan; 6 Blantyre Clyde in Feb; 9 Craigmarloch & 5 
Rogerton Clyde in Mar. Elsewhere 1-3 birds reported 
Jan-Mar: Shet (7 sites), Ork (8), NE (2), A&D (3), Fife 
(8), Loth (6), Arg (2), Clyde (10), Ayr (7), D&G (2). 
Most last winterers late Mar with migrants into Apr. 
Late birds Clyde &Fair Is 12-15 Apr; 1&R, Loth , Shet 
& Ork 20-24 Apr. Last Islay Arg 27 Apr. 

Autumn arrival: 1 Udale Bay I&R 4 Sep, Fair Is,Ork , 
Shet & NE 9-12 Sep, Clyde 26 Sep but mostly late Oct- 
early Nov. Excellent numbers: 25 Fair Is & 29 Shet on 
29 Sep-10 Oct with 9 Foula Shet 1 Oct .45 N.Ronaldsay 
Ork on 3 Oct. Good numbers elsewhere with 6 Kinneil, 
5 Logie Buchan Bridge NE and 5 Belhaven L in Oct 
Nov-Dec: Shet (5 sites), Ork (many), Caith, Suth, I&R 
(3), M&N (5), NE(7), A&D (2), P& K (2), Fife (5), Cent 
(2), Loth(6), Bord, Arg, Clyde(8), Ayr (8) and D&G. 
Max 5 both Rogerton & Blantyre in Nov. 


Snipe Gallinago gallinago 

Fewer flocks of >50 birds; 80+ Endrick Mouth Clyde, 
70+ Dunduff area Ayr & 62 N.Ronaldsay Ork all Feb. 
4 flocks in 30-50 range: Clyde, Ayr (2), D&G. 

Other counts :52 N.Ronaldsay & 38 Sumburgh Shet & 
35 Fair Is in 1-5 Apr; & 25N Aberlady Bay L 29 Apr. 
Breeding: Ork 4prs N.Hill (6), 8 Rousay reserve (2); 
I&R stable 40prs Eigg; P&K 20 displaying Langside 
Muir & 15 Coupar Angus; Bord 8pr Hule Moss; Arg 
34pr Gruinart reserve, Islay & 48prs Colonsay. 
Autumn maxima: 174 N.Ronaldsay 11 Sep, 50 Hillwell 
Shet 14 Sep, 65 Fair Is 2 Oct, 42 Baron's Haugh Clyde 
9 Oct; peak 340 N.Ronaldsay 11 Oct; 60 Kinneil Cent 
17 Oct; 82 Inverugie NE 23 Oct, 70 Wick Caith 31 Oct; 
Winter max: 110 Birsay Bay Ork & 100 Crantit Ork in 
Nov; 142 Hillwell & 112 Bogside Ayr in Dec. 


* Great Snipe Gallinago media 
Singles N.Ronaldsay Ork 17 Aug;, Out Skerries Shet 
17-18 Sep with another N.Ronaldsay 4-5 Oct. 


Woodcock Scolopax rusticola 

Mostly 1-3 birds but50-100,Eigg I&R, 100 Strathbeg 
NE 9-29 Jan & 5 Dunning P&K 29 Jan. Passage N.Isles 
26 Mar-9 Apr with 13 Shet, 12 Fair Is_ with 8 
N.Ronaldsay Ork . 

Breeding: P&K 12 sites; Fife 15 at 7 sites; Loth 13 sites; 
Bord 32 at 20 sites; Clyde 14 at 7 sites; Ayr 19 sites. 
Very small-scale passage Aug-Nov with no more than 
1-3 birds on most of the mainland, 6 St.Cyrus NE 13 Oct 
the best total. Peaks: 80 Fair Is 23 Oct , 20 Is of May 
3 Nov, 33 N.Ronaldsay on4 Nov & 45 Fair Is on 6 Nov 
with excellent numbers Shet & Ork where 14in Oct and 
21in Nov. 22 shot Blairgowrie estate P& K, 11 Colonsay 
Arg & 8 Kilfinichen, Mull Arg in Dec 
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Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 

BoEE max of 198 in Jan counts , 91% at Eden Est. F 
which peaked at 220 on 10 Jan, dropping to 130 in Mar 
before spring max of 230 from 16-24 Apr. Other Jan- 
Aprcounts: 37 Kinneil Cent Feb-Mar; 22 L.of Strathbeg 
NE 14-17 Apr; 194 Caerlaverock D&G and 90 L.of 
Kinnordy A&D 21 Apr; 134 Skinflats Cent 23 Apr. 
Breeding: Shet pr raisedbr2; Ork pr present but no 
evidence of breeding. 

Summer flocks: 18 Hillwell Shet, 10 Kingston M&N, 
max 15 Strathbeg NE and 13 Tyninghame L 2-3 Jul, 
33 Eden Est. 18 Jul; 20 Kinneil & 12 Baron's Haugh 
Clyde 28 Jul. 

Later peaks: 12 Strathbeg & 14 South Ronaldsay Ork 
& 25 Montrose A&Din Aug; 125 Eden Est. & 45 Forth 
Est. Cent 1 Sep; 154 Eden in Nov, almost all of the 
BoEE winter peak; 113 Eden in Dec 


Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 

Slightly higher numbers with BoEE Feb peak 10,936 
(9,682) . Numbers in S. generally poorer than usual. 
Site max: 1,330 Outer Tay F, 1,231 Cromarty FI&R & 
1,150 Whiteness Head I&R in Jan; 1,700 Outer Tay , 
1,155 Nairns Bars M&N, 1,049 Aberlady L, 1,050 
Dornoch F, [&R in Feb. Most away by end Mar . 
Poor autumn with 900 Broughty Ferry A&D, 750 Nigg 
Bay I&R, 700 Newbie D&G & 513 Aberlady in Aug. 
2 inland at Barons Haugh Clyde 20-25 Aug. Lowish 
counts Sep and max count of 2,700 Gosford L in Nov. 
Good BoEE peak 10,740 (7,597) in Dec evenly spread 
with 1,243 Dornoch F., the highest site total. 


Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 

1 Kinloch, Rum I&R in Jan. 

First singles Stevenson Pt. Ayr 10 Mar & 1 Eden Est. F 
20 Mar. Then D&G, M&N, Suth & Arg 11-12 Apr; 
Loth, Caith, Clyde, Shet & Fair Is 20-21 Apr; NE, I&R, 
Bord, A&D 23-25 Apr. 

Much Stronger passage in W. 13 Tyninghame L 20 Apr; 
42 Harrow & 19 St.John's Pool Caith 30 Apr; 21 Iona 
Arg, 44 Ardyne Point. Arg and 110 Greenan 1-3 May; 
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32 Kilminning F 8 May; 21 Holm Ork ,18 St.Fergus NE 
& 29 N.Ronaldsay Ork 27 May. 

Breeding: Shet 6prs N.Mainland, 2prs Unst; Ork 9prs 
W.Mainland (7), lpr Eday. 

Return passage in several waves, mostly on E.coast 
from early Jul. Peaks 14-16 Jul with 29 Edinburgh L, 
22 Greenan, 22S Brora Suth & 23 Barns Ness L; then 
25-31 Jul when 69 Kingston M&N, 18 Coble Shore F, 
54 Girdleness NE, 8 Is of May and 14 Musselburgh L; 
2-6 Aug with 15 Balgove F, 8S Machrihanish, 6 Greenan 
& 13 N.Ronaldsay; 31 Barns Ness on 23 Aug. Most left 
by 2-6 Sep with a few to late Sep. Oct reports from Shet, 
Fife & Loth 1-3 Oct. Last 1 N.Ronaldsay on 6 Oct. 


Curlew Numenius arquata 

Low BoEE peak 18,693 in Feb (20,620 in'92), Solway 
& Moray Firths holding 66% of total. 

Site peaks: 1,807 Forth Est.Cent in Jan; 1,592 Wigtown 
Bay D&G, 1,263 Cromarty F. & 1,110 DornochF.1&R 
in Feb; 1,200 Ythan NE in Mar 

Ork, outwith BoEE coverage, heldimportant numbers: 
1,700 Widewall Bay, 1,340 N.Mainland; 1,072 Deer 
Sound; 1,000 Work, St.Ola; 870 Newark,S.Ronaldsay 
& 713 SE Deerness in Jan-Feb. 

Inland flocks: 250 Vane Farm P&K and 286 Merryton 
Clyde during Jan. 

Birds on territory : P&K 31 Jan; Loth , Bord & Clyde 
21-26 Feb; I&R, NE and M&N 7-12 Mar. Inland 
flocks: 280 Carsebeck & 300 Comrie P&K 9-12 Mar; 
130 Thriepmuir L 14 Mar; with 199 Lamington Clyde 
& 157 Eddleston B 20-23 Mar. 

Breeding: Fair Is 5prs (7); Ork 26prs N.Hoy (28), 
20prs Rousay (17) 10prs N.Hill, Papa Westray (13); 
Arg 19prs L.Gruinart, Islay; Ayr 12-15prs Carrick 
(c15). 


Flocks from late Jun :1,600 L.of Banks Ork in Jul; | 
1,050 Milldam of Rango Ork, 1,000 Islay sealochs Arg | 
& 800 Montrose A&D, 720 Dalmeny shore L in Aug; | 
1,500 Doonfoot Ayr in Sep; 1,035 Dornoch F. & 724 | 


Inverness F. I&Rin Oct. Low BoEFE max of 11,928 in 


Oct (14,864). Numbers very low Nov-Dec, c9,000 in | 
BoEE counts. No flocks >1,000 | 


birds. 994 Dornoch , 927 


Cromarty, 650 L.of Harray Ork | 
& 622 Dumbarton shore Clyde | 


being the highest. 


Note especially low 
numbers in winter 
'93/94. No real boost 
to numbers in Sep 
when migrants usually 
arrive. 


R.D.Murray [Ed] 


*Upland Sandpiper Bartramia longicauda 
1 Foula Shet 22 Sep-6 Oct. Found dead 18 Nov. 
Specimen sent to NMS. 


Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus 
Average spring but poor autumn. 


Summary 
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Winter singles Guardbridge & Cullaloe Res. F and 
Caerlaverock D&G. 1 Ardmore Clyde 21 Mar may 
have wintered. Few in spring. 

Autumn mostly singles: 2 Starnafin NE in Jul, 3 Ythan 
NE, 3 Skinflats Cent & 2 Threave D&G in Aug. 
Winter singles Culloe & Kincardine F & Gosford L. 


Redshank Tringa totanus 

Average BoEE max 17,140 in Feb (18,213), 78% of 
birds on N.Sea coasts. Max sites: 1,633 Inverness F. 
I&R, 1,368 Newshot Is. Clyde in Jan; 1,700 Montrose 
BasinA&D, 1,263 Cromarty F. 1&R and 1,110 Dornoch 
F. I&R in Feb; 2,500 Montrose in Mar. 

1,964 in Ork coastal count, best areas 586 Deer Sound 
& 539 E.Sanday during Jan-Feb. 

Arrival on territory: 1&R, Bord 12 Mar, Clyde and P&K 
13 Mar, Loth 15 Mar, D&G 17 Mar. 

Breeding Fair Is lpr bred, first breeding; Ork 4prs 
N.Hill, Papa Westray (2); P&K 14prs Strathallan had 
8br18 -MBS 2.25, failures due to weather and farming; 
Loth 5-6prs Aberlady (10), 2-3 Thriepmuir-Bavelaw 
(5); Arg 68prs L.Gruinart, Islay (76), 22prs Colonsay; 
Ayr 6br10 noted -MBS 1.67. 

First passage early Jul with gradual rise to Oct-Dec 
levels, BoEE peaking at 16,798 (16,887)in Dec . 

Best totals: 2,708 Forth Est. Cent & 2,600 Montrose in 
Sep; 1,861 Inverness F., 1,296 Newshot Is & 1,209 
Cromarty F. in Oct; 2,106 Grangemouth Cent in Nov. 


Greenshank Tringa nebularia 

52 wintering birds, many than usual : Ork, I&R (4), 
- M&N (5), A&D (2), Fife, Loth (4), Arg (7), Clyde (9), 
Ayr (10), D&G (9). 

Spring passage again very light witha few from 21 Mar: 
probably only 7 in Mar, 46 in Apr and 30 in May with 


peaks 15 Ardmore Clyde 10 Apr & 5 Starnafin NE on | 


15 May, otherwise 1-3 birds. 
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Breeding: Shet 6pr, br3 seen; Caith7 at 5 sites;Arg 2prs 
Mull, 4in "usual area" N.Argyll. No reports Suth, I&R, 
NE & OHeb. 


Greenshank BoEE Counts 1993 
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Scatter from mid-Jun suggesting poor season. Main 
passage from Aug. Peaks: 17 Browhouses D&G 4 Aug; 
11 Ythan NE 11 Aug; 14 Edenside F, 20 Montrose 
A&D & 17 Tyninghame L 14-16 Aug; 21 Finlayson 
Pt.Clyde 24 Aug; 17 Tyninghame & 14 Goosepools F 
16-17 Sep. 

41 Nov-Dec birds: Caith, 1&R (5), M&N (4), NE (2), 
A&D, Fife (4), Loth (5), Arg (4), Clyde (5), & Ayr (10). 


Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 

Winter singles Findhorn Bay M&N, Cameron Res.F & 
Whitrig B in Jan; Birnie L.F in Feb. Mar reports from 
R.Eden F and E.Linton L may refer to winterers. 
Poor spring with only 6 in Apr & 7 in May, all singles, 
mostly in N&E. 

1 R.Eden 30 Jun & 1 Montrose A&D 7 Jul were first of 
autumn. First Shet, Fair Is, Ork, NE, Is of May, Loth & 
Cent 16-24 Jul. Good autumn M&N (5), Fife (8) & Bord 
(13) ,but poor Loth (7). Peak counts: 3 St.Abbs B 6 Aug, 
3 Strathbeg NE 10 & 20 Aug & 3 Almond Pools L on 
30 Aug. Fewer into Sep with 5 reports in Oct, the latest 
at Mugdrum Is. F & Merryton Clyde on 17 Oct. 
Winter singles at Findhorn, Lossiemouth M&N, R.Eden 
& Shieldhill D&G. 


Summary 
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Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 

Poor spring. 1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 3 May; the arrival 
spans 8-24 May, most between 12-16 May witha few 
into Jun. All singles. 

Breeding: Caith 1 site with display; I&R Badenoch & 
Strathspey, 2prs at 1 site and 1-2prs the other, Ross- 
shire 2prs + single another site. 

Better autumn. First on 20 Jul but mostly singles. 

2 Blairbowie Ayr 9-11 Sep was only multiple count. 

1 late bird Quendale Shet 27 Oct-8 Nov. 


Summary 
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W.Scot Sse eaesias ce estas] Ubanaen Wabeeians res Ae htt ay Sa 
SW.Scot. fos oy cea Mop etl De a aero kay 
Total Ste me weet hOn Sei euuh SON. Miese 
1992 Su ener ALD Deas Orr Ln cnt ffi a, ecesiiay Reet ae 
1991 Se, Peek = Aa ERNE ADU Stahate 


Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 

1St.Mary's L. B 26 Mar & 1 Strathbeg NE 2 Apr; 
followed by first Clyde, I&R, Loth & Ayr 10-11 Apr; 
P&K, Arg, Suth, M&N, Fife 13-14 Apr; D&G, Cent & 
Caith 17-18 Apr; A&D 21 Apr; OHeb, Is of May & Fair 
Is 23-28 Apr; Ork &Shet 1-2 May. 6 birds reported 
Stanley Res. Clyde 23 Apr, Glenlatterach M&N 2 May 
& Coldingham L. B 6 May. Passage to Jun in N_Isles. 
Breeding: Shet 8 sites; Ork 11prs (12); I&R 33prs on 
Figg (25) with many young, 3prs Rum; Fife pr Lomond 
Hills; Bord 37prs Leithen-Dewar study 11 failed, rest 
fledged young, 6 prs Gala Water WBS had only | nest 
due to flooding; Ayr 60 prs at 22 sites. Many failures in 
S due to mid-May floods. 

Coastal passage from 1-3 Jul Main movement 15-19 Jul 
when 23 R.Eden F, 15 Montrose A&D, 14 Doonfoot 
Ayr, 11 Musselburgh L & Caerlaverock D&G. Further 
passage Aug-Sep with 15 Bogside Ayr 4 Aug the only 
highcount. Most last dates 20-27 Sep with late birds Ork 
&Shet 3 -4Oct, Loth 8 Oct and latest Is of May 11 Oct. 


Turnstone Arenaria interpres 

High BoEE peak 2,604 in Jan (2,313), 42% in Forth. 
High site counts: 327 Gosford shore L, 276 Chapeldonan 
Ayr, 200 Eastfield L & 197 Dornoch F. I&R in Jan; 
302 Portgordon M&N in Feb. 

These counts put into perspective by Jan-Feb counts 
from part of Ork: 1,196 E.Sanday, 286 South Westray, 
232 N.Mainland with 340 at other 3 sites and 376 on 
N.Ronaldsay in Mar - a potential total of 2,430 ! 
Decline in numbers into May with lowish counts except 
for 273 Ythan NE 24 Apr; 277 Fife Ness area F 8 May. 
Inland bird Endrick Mouth Clyde on 15 May. 


Return 19-27 Jul. Monthly peaks: 353 N.Ronaldsay, 
230 Is of May & 160 Silverknowes Lin Aug. BoKE 
Oct max of 2,090 (2,735) . 305 Gosford shore & 200 
Saltcoats Fin Nov; 322 Portgordon, 240 Silverknowes 
& 193 Donmouth NE in Dec. Again high Ork counts: 
2,806 in Nov-Dec with 1,269 E.Sanday & 448 
N.Mainland oustanding. 


Wilson's Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor 
[1991] 1 Eden Estuary F 23-24 Sep. 


Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus 

1 Papa Westray Ork 23 May and first Fetlar Shet 5 Jun. 
Breeding: Shet 20 alarming males at one site, 2 another 
site, 1 successful; Arg site checked but no birds. 

1 Stronsay Ork 10 Aug then singles Machrahanish Arg 
13 Aug, 12 Sep and 15 Sep, the first Kintyre records. 
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Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius 
1 Fraserburgh NE 18-23 Jan. 
IN Machrihanish Arg 14 Sep with 2S there 15 Sep. 


Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus 

1 Peterhead NE 9 Jan, 2 Anstruther F 24 Jan & 1S Fife 
Ness F 11 Feb.. 

Spring passage : 52 Aird an Runair, N.Uist OH 18 May, 
only report of W. Isles passage. Elsewhere: 1 Shet, 4 Fair 
Is, 2 Ork, 31&R, | Arg, 1 Ayr & 7 D&G. First 1 Papa 
Westray Ork 24 Apr. Mostly singles but 4 Annan D&G 
18 May & 2 Fair Is 27 May. 2 Mull of Galloway D&G 


1 Jun with | Litthe Minch OH on 19 Jun. 


Area Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov’ Dec 
N. Isles - - S) 31 53 16 I 
N.coast - l 4 1 - - - 
Moray I. - 3 34 102 58 13 2 
NE Scot - - l 2 5 I 

Forth - 2 53 293 143 2 
W.coast | | 3 l4 5 2 
Total l 7 100 443 264 32 5 


R.D.Murray [Ed] 


Pomarine Skua 
Angus Hogg 


A ‘normal’ autumn after huge numbers in 1992. 

Peak counts: 16 Barns Ness L & max 36 Hound Pt. Lon 
5 Sep; 80 past Inverkeithing F 6-13 Sep max 18 there 
5 Sep & 16 0n 8 Sep; 76N/22S at Brora Suth 7-13 Sep 
and 17 Chanorny Pt. I&R 3-13 Sep. Small numbers 
Forth for remainder of month. 

13N St.Abbs B 7-13 Oct then next burst late Oct when 
85 Hound Pt. 21 Oct and 25 N.Ronladsay Ork 28 Oct. 
Few birds thereafter with 4 N.Ronaldsay 26 Nov, 2S 
Frenchman's Rocks, Islay Arg 2 Dec and singles Brora 
12 & 28 Dec. 


Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus 

First 2E Gullane Pt. L 6 Apr; then 1 Dunnet Bay Caith 
10 Apr; Fair Is 13 Apr; Shet ,1&R, NE & Ork 17-24 Apr; 
Is of May 12 May; D&G, Suth & Ayr 29 May - 1 Jun. 
Breeding: Caith present Dunnet Head but no evidence, 
8-10prs Lomashion-Lint area; Suth 34prs Handa; 1&R 
pr bred W.Ross mainland, furthest S record in area. 
Although no significant variation in longer term trends there 
were decreases at all counted areas: Shet 8% decrease at 
monitored sites, reversing increases in‘91 & ‘92; Ork 16% 
drop to 126 AOTs Papa Westray; OHeb 19-24 AOTs (36). 
Productivity was well above average at MBP 0.76-1.17 in 
Shet but at 1.07 for colonies outwith Fair Is and Foula, well 
inexcess of the mean 0.23. Ork was below average at 0.44, all 
colonies suffering predation by large gulls and Bonxies. 
OHeb had a poor season. 

Food supply was mostly good in Shet. Acute shortages in mia- 
July in Ork caused some starvation and poor attendence 
which in turn influenced predation. Walsh et al JNCC, 1994. 
Monitored sites: Colonies Pairs Young MBP 


Shetland 11 1589 1169 1.07 
Fair Isle 1 107 Ho uikOIs4 
Orkney 5 194 = D046 


First M&N 5S Jul, Is of May 8 May, Bord 9 Jul, Fife & 
Ayr 16-17 Jul, A&D 20 Jul as birds move S. 

Peak counts in N during Aug but Sep in S, best numbers 
reported on N.Sea coast with few on W.coast. Numbers 
well down NE and Moray Firth, average in Forth. 
Max: 31 Eyemouth B 5 Aug; 17 Girdleness NE7 Aug; 
62 Hound Point.L 11 Aug; 25 St.Andrews F 18 Aug; 
19 Eden Estuary F 25 Aug; 95 Barns Ness L 3 Sep; 
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21 Inverkeithing Fon 5 Sep; 55 Hound Pt. and 23 Brora 
Suth 7 Sep; 53 Barns Ness 8 Sep; 68 Barns Ness & 60 
Hound Pt. 13 Sep. 

Fewer after mid-Sep and very few Oct. Last M&N, Arg 
I&R, Is of May & Ayr 2-10 Oct, Bord, Loth and Shet 
24-31 Oct, Suth 3 Nov. Latest singles Ruddon's Pt.F on 
6 Nov and N.Ronaldsay 25 Nov. 


Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicaudus 
1,268 passed Aird an Runair N.Uist OH on 18 May, 
record UK one-day count. Singles Handa Suth 17 May 
& 3 Jun, L.of Melby Shet 19 May & Papa Westray Ork 
6 Jun were only other spring reports. 
Good autumn with c90 birds (c34 in'92). First 1 Virkie 
Shet 6 Jul and 2 Scatness Shet 15 Jul. 
€26 birds 24-27 Aug, max 7 Hound Pt.L, 5 Lossiemouth 
M&N and4Chanonry Pt. I&R. c16 on 3-6 Sep, mostly 
1-2 birds. A few to end-Sep with late singles Eigg I&R 
6 Oct, Hound Pt. 21 Oct & 2 N.Ronaldsay Ork 2 Nov. 
Summary 

Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov 


N Isles - ] 1 3 6 6 - 2 
W.Isles - 1268 - : - e é io 
N/NE - | y - 19 7 | s 
E/SE - - - 5 ] = 
W.coast~ - - 2 2 : 5 1 
Total - 1270 3 Sa OSS 2 2 


Great Skua Siercorarius skua 

Singles Brora Suth 3 Jan, Chanonry Pt. 1&R 25 Jan, 
Scalloway & Lerwick Shet 4-6 Feb. 1 dead Rascarrel 
D&G 28 Feb. 

First 3 Fair Is 25 Mar. Then Fife & Shet 28-29 Mar, 
Caith,NE & A&D 9-19 Apr, 1&R 27 Apr, Ayr 19 May. 
Breeding: Caith 4 Dunnet Head but no evidence, Ipr 
Lamoshion-Lint L.; Suth 117prs +70 in club Handa; 
I&R 2-3prs Priest Is. 

Shet, Fair Is & Foula showed further declines, 8% at Fair Is; 
Shet numbers showed a 3% increase; Ork no change Hoy; 
OHeb 79% increase Hirta, St.Kilda to 107-112 AOTs (some 
increase in effort though) with no change North Rona at 15- 
18 AOTs but drop on Lewis to 10-12 (18). 

Productivity was up in Shet to MBP 0.83 (0.67), Foula had 
average production at 0.55. Fair Is increased with 1.19 
(0.99). Ork suffered a drop in young produced mostly due to 
cannabalism, dropping to 0.35 (0.55); OHeb showed good 
success on Hirta with MBP c1.5. 

Foula still suffers poor recriutment due to the mortality 
during the sandeel crisis of mid-late 1980s. Few chicks have 
fledged since then, so declines shoula continue. Food 
shortage seems to be the prime cause of cannabalism, adults 
predating neighbours young when sandeel availablity falls. 
From Walsh et al JNCC, 1994. 

Monitored sites: Colonies Pairs Young MBP 


Shetland 8 239 195 0.82 

Fair Isle 1 101 - 1.09 
Orkney 4 173 - 0.34-0.55 
Outer Hebrides 1 10 ? v 
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Post-breeding dispersal from early Jul: first Clyde 3 Jul, 
NE &Fife 13 Jul; I&R, Arg &Bord 15-22 Jul. 

1 inland at Glen Fearnach P&K 15 Jul. 

Mostly 1-3 birds off W.coast with big numbers N.Sea. 
22 Strathy Pt.Suth 18 Jul. Movement 22-24 Aug with 
70/hr S. Head & 43 Freswick Bay Caith, 34 Lossiemouth 
MA&N, 15 Fife Ness F, 7 Is of May, 31 Barns Ness L & 
20 St.Abbs B. 

Another movement 3-6 Sep: 4 Chanonry Pt., 12 Delnies 
M&N, 28 Girdleness NE, 14 Fife Ness &43 Barns Ness 
with 5 off Islay Arg & 5 Ailsa Craig Ayr on W.coast. 
Later: 11 Eyemouth B 10 Sep, 59 Barns Ness & Hound 
Pt. L 13 Sep; 12 Chanonry Pt. 6 Oct. 

Few thereafter: last Arg & Fife 6-13 Oct; 1&R and Loth 
21 Oct; Shet &Is of May 26 Oct; Fair Is 30 Oct, with last 
2 St.Abbs on 14 Nov. 


* Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus 

17 reports, a good year. (11-16 reports 1990-92) 
Singles Musselburgh L 1-10 Jan; Newmains B 12 Jan; 
Fraserburgh NE 29 Jan; L.of Skene NE 14 &16 Feb; 
Ord Dam NE 12 Mar; Donmouth NE in Mar; Doonfoot 
Ayr 21 Mar; 1 Musselburgh 26 Mar-3 Apr, another 
there 31 Mar; 1 Is of May 29 Apr. 

Singles Musselburgh 19 Jul; Girdleness NE 8 Sep; 
Doonfoot 14 Oct; Carsethorn D&G 17 Nov; Donmouth 
19 Dec; Girdleness NE 26 Dec; Dyce NE 30 Dec-1994. 


Little Gull Larus minutus 

Main centre undoubtedly the Tay area with many times 
more records than rest of Scotland. 

30 Westhaven A&D on 18 Jan; 30 Tentsmuir F 7 Feb; 
75 Tayport F 22 Feb; 44 Rescorbie A&D on 15 Apr; 
13 Goosepools F 10 Jun; 100 Carnoustie A&D 23 Jul. 
Remarkable passage Fife Ness F 98 on5 Aug, 150 there 
22 Aug, 295 on 15 Sep, eclipsed by an amazing 526 on 
3 Oct (409 in 80mins!). Also 48 Arbroath A&D 12 Sep; 
52 Edenside F 23 Sep and 70 Anstruther F 12 Dec. 
SummayJ FMAM J JAS OND 


INeTSlesjcsy = nalts oh loreal yg ah eal ae Aas De aol iis 
N:Scot,) ye le lt ice et eee Dae 
INE }Scotye Sinan a ere A ei oa leat el 
E/C Scot 34 126 6 48 13 26 128 309 463 527 + 70 
SESSCOts <3); vappotliSeie anal Wer pee 2 yen Sikes i = 


aril rallty <p aee, sete te 
* E/C data very mimimal, esp A&D where only highlights. 
Elsewhere 5 Fraserburg NE 10-31 Jan and 9N St.Abbs 
B Oct & were considered good records! 


W.coast - - 


* Sabine’s Gull Larus sabini 

5 singles: Kintra Arg 27 Jul, N.Ronaldsay Ork 5 Sep, 
St.Abbs B 11 Sep, Scatness Shet 19-20 with another 
N.Ronaldsay 28 Oct. 

[1992] Arg 2 Kinnabrannan Sound 19 Sep (not 9 Sep) 
also 1 Machrihanish ON 22 Sep. 


Scottish Bird Report 1991 


Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus 

Breeding: Ork 20 colonies with c 1,370prs; Caith large 
colony at Broubster flooded out; M&N several colonies 
on increase, one loss; A&D 7,000prs L.of Kinnordy, 
despite shift to different area of loch; Fife 759prs 
Redmyre; Cent failure Argaty & Barbush due to floods, 
200prs Ashfield raised 120 young; Loth 800 nests 
Bavelaw fledged 106 young; Bord 1,800 ads + 955 
young Hule Moss; Arg 6 colonies with 413prs fledged 
20-40 young which mostly came from the colony where 
Mink were controlled; Clyde 600 nests Bascube; Ayr 
flooding and shooting caused 1 site to fail; D&G 800prs 
L.Ken failed to flooding. 


Black-headed Guill 
Steven Brown 


Roosts: Jan-Mar: 19,000 Langbank & 11,500 Strath- 
clyde L. Clyde, 12,341 Fife coast F, 7,560 Bogside 
Ayr, 3,600 Lochmaben D&G in Jan; 5,500 Hirsel B in 
Feb; and 16,100 Hule Moss B 7 Mar. 

Sep-Dec: 8,580 Doonfoot& 6,000 Saltcoats Ayr and 
6,000 Hogganfield L. Clyde in Sep; 7,000 Barassie 
Ayr, 4,500 Hule Moss in Oct; 5,200 Hirsel in Nov. 


* Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis 

Winter 92/93: ad Murchar NE 6 Feb; ad-w Musselburgh 
L 7-8 Mar, ad-s there 29 Mar-13 Apr, with 2 ad 10 Apr; 
ad Gladhouse Res. L 6 Apr; 1st-s Boddam Shet 17 Apr- 
24 May. 

Winter 93/94: 2nd-w Spiggie Shet 6 Sep and later on 
S.Mainland to 9 Oct (probably same as the Shet spring 
lst-s); 2nd-w Elsness, Sanday Ork 9 Dec; ad Stromness 
Ork 10-14 Dec. 

Possibly some duplication involved with wandering 
birds. At least 5 other birds were claimed but no 
descriptions were submitted to SBRC. 


epee 


R.D.Murray [Ed] 


Common Gull Larus canus 
Breeding: Shet 1 colony failed, another raised 35 young; 
Fair Is: 10prs raised 4 young; Ork 23 colonies held 
c2,100prs; Suth 10prs Handa; I&R 69prs Eigg (62)- 
few young; NE 119roof nests Aberdeen; P& K c110prs 
raised 40 young Kercock; Arg 11 colonies with 739prs 
fledged 85-146 chicks, 9 sites reared no chicks, 8 had 
Mink:good numbers fledged only from the largest colony 
after 2 Mink were killed!; 20prs Colonsay raised 13+ 
young; Clyde 350prs L.Thom. 
23prs nested on hedge in nursery M&N while prs 
Gleneagles P&K & Ross Priory Clyde bred in tree-tops 
Roosts: Jan-Mar - 13,870 L.Leven P& K (with some BH 
Gulls), 12,910 L.of Strathbeg NE & 5,310 Doonfoot 
Ayr; 3,000 Endrick Mouth Clyde in Mar; 
14,415 Doonfoot, 8,400 Hule Moss B & 3,000 L.of 
. Hundland Ork in Sep; 12,000 Doonfoot in Oct. 


Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 

Good numbers winter in S. 42 Carbarns Haugh Clyde 
with reports of 1-10 birds from Clyde, Loth & Ayr. 
Only 1-2 birds repored further N. 

First NE & Shet 13-21 Feb; 1&R,Suth 10-14 Mar; Fair 
Is & Caith 18-21 Mar. Max 1,280 Doonfoot Ayr 9 Mar. 
Breeding: I&R 34prs Castle Is, Eigg (90); P&K 5,250 
birds /1,300 nests Choire Odhair with 420/180 nests 
Langside Moor; Is of May 1,259 nests (+68% on '92), 
1.021 chicks fledged, MBP 0.81; Loth 358 nests on 4 
islands; Ayr 2,063 ‘large-gull’ nests Horse Is (1,924); 
Clyde 408 nests (305), 75% roost-nesting in Greenock, 
Cumbernauld, Glasgow, Linwood, Paisley & Dumbar- 
ton. M&N, NE, Cent, Loth & Ayr also had roof nests. 
1,276 Doonfoot in Aug, only large autumn assembly. 
Last bird reported Ork &Shet 19-28 Sep, Fair Is and 
I&R 3-5 Oct; Is of May, A&D 15-18 Oct; Arg 29 Oct; 
NE & Bord 6-7 Nov; Cent 13 Nov. Dec records from 
P&K (2), Loth (5), Clyde (4) & Ayr (3): max 52 Baron's 
Haugh Clyde 5 Dec. 

Lffuscus (Scandinavian race): mostly reported Ork, 
Caith, Loth, Arg & Ayrin Apr-May or Aug-Oct. 
Lf-intermedius (continental race) : Caith in Apr-May, 
Loth in Aug-Nov. 


Herring Gull Larus argentatus 

Jan roost counts: Fife 27,450 Fife shore with 19,700 
Longannet; Clyde 11,300 Strathclyde Park ; Ayr 3,645 
Doonfoot; Loth 5,000 Gosford Bay . 

3,000 (mostly imms) Kinneil Cent in May. 

Breeding: Shet Noss 80 nests (86) with MCS 2.62 
(2.52); I&R 1,391prs Canna (1,316) with good MBP 
1.6 (0.9), 360prs Eigg (440) where "extremely success- 
ful"; Is of May 2,059prs (1,462) 41% increase, c2,140 
chicks, MBP 1.04 (1.52); Loth 8,620prs on 7 Forth 
island with 6,850 Inchkeith (Some LBBs); Bord return 
to 380 nests (301) St.Abbs; Clyde 98 nests L.Thom; 
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Ayr 110prs Portandea area. 

Roof nesting becoming more important: M&N Elgin; 
NE 1,987prs Aberdeen; P&K 1 Killiecrankie /st nest 
for Perthshire; Loth 3 sites Edinburgh; Clyde 6 nests at 
3 sites Glasgow, 27 at 6 sites Greenock; Ayr 48 prs Ayr 
centre & 26 nests Heathfield Industrial Estate. 

Best autumn/winter roosts: 6,000 Bogside Ayr in Aug; 
5,120 Doonfoot, 4,500 Gosford in Sep; 10,000 Barassie 
Ayr in Oct; 5,000 Saltcoats Ayr & 4,500 Forfar A&D 
in Dec. 

L.a.argentatus dark Scandinavian race 

singles May & Oct in Caith, up to 100 Jan-Mar & Oct- 
Dec in Ayr. 

°L.a.ommisus yellow-legged E.Baltic race 

1 Kilconquhar L. F 1 Apr & 1 Brora Suth 17 Apr. 


°Yellow-legged Gull L arus cachinnans 

1 ad Longman I&R 17-20 Feb & 13-25 Mar; 1 ad 
Newton Ayr 7-20 May & 8-23 Nov and at Doonfoot 
Ayr 29 Jul; same ? Drongan Ayr 23 Aug. 1 Barassie 
Ayr 12 Nov. 

Reports from Ayr - Turnberry 25 Jun 1989 and Doonfoot 
Ayr 25-28 Sep 1990 have been withdrawn. 


All Herring-type gulls with yellow legs gulls must be de- 
scribed and submitted to SBRC. There is some considerable 
doubt that Scottish reports refer to the Mediterranean birds 
that are becoming common in England in late summer. 
Yellow-legged birds are just as likely to be seen in Scotland 
inwinter/spring and may derive fromthe onimisus population 
in the Baltic or even further east. 

Only reports submitted to SBRC will be published in future. 


Iceland Gull - see panel p 34. 


Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus 
At least 346 records: 


JI FMAM J A SON D 
Nisless Sie tSelOm es i lee le ase 2 25 26 
O'Heb erage oa Ries a Se Be - 
N:Scot "12329" 13° 9) 2) a1 Bt a et aa ati | 
NEFScotwope 2 2 4) eee eats Tat 
R/C Scot rs ei. 2 Weer yeah i eid 
SE SCG ipi ) OM nOnL lealwa sot, 3) 4 eS) 2 
WES CO Cae att iia ee | weg) 
SWiScot6a. 8:19) 3) Toew icin cet luwaickie dae Be 56 
Totals 67 79 45 31 12 3 5 3 5 27 37 30 
OOD SS eS 9) 39) 32. 20ulon yO 9) 1247 45.226 


*records not fully detailed 


Highest counts: 7 Lerwick Shet 8 &13 Feb; 4 Scarbster 
Caith 21 Feb; 4 N.Ronaldsay Ork 29 Nov. 

Glaucous x Herring Gull hybrids at Aberdeen NE 3 Feb 
and Craignure, Mull Arg 18 Jun. 
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Scottish Bird Report 1993 


Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides 
JI FMA M J 
N Isles 35 64 36 33 17 
O.Heb* 20 32 - - 
N.Scot 18 45 35 12 
NE * 8) ede Ae 9 
E/C Scot9 6 11 7 
SE'Scot)=) 1 = 3 
WScot 11.17 9 6 
SW Scot2 5 3 6 
Totals 103172 95 76 31 
*records were not fully detailed 
Remarkable influx in constant W winds in mid-Jan: 
numbers in Feb alone exceeds many whole year totals. 
Peak counts: 6 Fraserburgh NE in Jan; 20 Stornoway 
OH in Jan, with 32 there and 20 Ullapool 1&R on 5 Feb; 
31 Lerwick-N.Bressay Shet 10 Feb; 5 Oban dump Arg 
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Iceland Gulls in Scotland 


1990-1993 


Iceland Gull 
Steven Brown 


Inland: present L.of Skene NE, Jan-May, with max 6 
on 7 Apr.1 following plough Logierait P&K 28 Mar. 


* Kumlien’s Gull L g kumlieni 
1 dying Scatness Shet 15 Jan; 1 dead N.Ronaldsay Ork 


27 Jan; 1 Inverness I&R 27 Feb, presumed same as | 


1992 bird. 

The regular Ayr Harbour Ayr bird, now 4th-winter, 
claimed as an intergrade between Kumlien's and 
Thayer's, remained there from 1992 into 1994. The 
regular Bantf NE adult was present on 31 Jan & 23 Mar. 
The skins of the Shet (NMSZ 1993:51.4) and Ork (NMSZ 
1994.60) birds now in NMS collection. 

See Weir etal (1995) for discussion of Iceland & Kumlien's Gulls 
found in the Braer oiling . British Birds 88: 15-25. 


Photos: Ork & Shet birds Birding World 6:105. 


JFMAMJJASOND JFMAMJJASOND JEFMAMISASONDJIEMAMIIASOND 


1989/90 1990/91 


Ross's Gull Rhodosteihia rosea 

Record 5 arrived in Jan NW gales. 

1 ad Kinnaird Head NE 17-26 Jan, another ad 23-26 Jan 
with a 3rd adult 24-30 Jan - Britain's first-ever flock: 
1 Stornoway, OHeb 31 Jan -3 Feb; 1 Longman T&R 
30 Jan-26 Mar - Britain's longest-stayer; 

lad Skaw, Unst Shet 21 Sep-6 Oct; | ad Tay Est. A&D 
SilebDec 

Photos: NE birds British Birds 86:579 & Birding World 6:7 & 
476. Shet bird British Birds 79: 530 & Birding World 6:348. 


1991/92 


1992/93 1993/94 


Kittiwake Rissu tridacivla 
7,000 Peterhead NE 24 Mar; 2,100 N.Ronaldsay Ork 
4 Jul; 3,000+ Brora Suth on 28 Aug; 3,000 Peterhead 


1} Sep: 4,000 Hound Pt. LL 2b Oct... Peak. SOhr at 
Viachrihanish Arg in Aug -mostly juvs and 295/hr 
Frenchman's Rocks. Islay Arg in Oct. 2.000 Kinnaber 
A&D in Jul & 6.800 Speymouth M&N in Sep. 

Breeding: All sampled populations shewed a decrease in 
1993, mostnotabix a 19% decrease in Shet, although overall 


| 
| 
| 


| 


R.D.Murray [Ed] 
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trends show no clear pattern. Elsewhere in Scotland drops 
varied between 5% (SE & N ) and 11% (SW). 

Productivity was moderately high, the UK average MBP of 
0.54 . Reduced success was noted on North Sea coasts, those 
in SE averaging only 0.22, the Is of May having a record low 
figure of 0.07. Birds in Ork & N.Scot were relatively success- 
ful at 0.9-1.0 as was Shet (0.67) where success was rather 
variable. W coast colonies showed little change averaging 
0.60with best success of 1.27 at Handa Suth. Breeding output 
south of Moray Firth was only 30-50% that of northern 
colonies, What factors control this and other variations is 
unclear. From Walsh et al JNCC, 1994. 


Shet good season until onset of unattended chicks in Jul 
suggesting food shortages, the early-laying colonies in 
S coped better with Bonxie predation; Ork heavy post- 
fledging mortality noted W.Mainland with 491 corpses 
Birsay Bay, 123 Marwick and 86 Skaill during Aug, 
fewer on E.coasts; M&N new site Burghead; Ayr better 
year Ailsa Craig but still many failures at chick stage. 
Inland reports: 5 L.of Skene NE 24 Jan; 1 Merryton 
Clyde 24 Jan; 1 Endrick Mouth Clyde 4 Feb; 1 dead 
Carron Bridge Cent 21 Feb; 150 flew inland to W Eden 
Est.F 21 Feb; 1 dead Dalry D&G 4 Mar; 2 Bavelaw 
L 20 Mar; 103E Skinflats Cent 9 Sep. 


* Ivory Gull Pagophila eburnea 

Shet 1st-winter Collafirth 12 Dec, Symbister Whalsay 
13 Feb and Lerwick 12-26 Dec. 1 ad Balranald, N.Uist 
OH 29 Dec. Photos of Shet bird: British Birds 79: 579 & Birding 
World 7: 11-12 & 291. 


* Lesser Crested Tern Sterna bengalensis 

1 St.Abbs B 16 May. 

First Borders & 3rd Scottish report. All refer to the 
same individual from theFarnes. 


Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis 

1 overwintered Stronsay Ork with 2 there in Feb . 
First 1 Peterhead NE 16 Mar; then M&N, Loth & Ayr 
26-28 Mar; I&R, Bord and Fife 1-3 Apr; Suth and Arg 
5-6 Apr; D&G, Caith, Shet & Clyde 9- 13 Apr. 

82N Anstruther F & 28N Fife Ness F 25 Apr; 24S 
St.Abbs B 8 May. 


i ty 
SEH 


Breeding: 10% drop in UK counts since 1992. Of the three 
Scottish colonies Strathbeg NE increased to 515prs (304), 
Sands of Forvie NE (29) was abandoned and Inchmickery L 
dropped to only 9prs (112). 

Productivity at Strathbeg was very poor, with 0.08 MBP. 259 
nests in SE Scotland fared better yielding 0.73 young/pr. 
From Walsh et al JNCC, 1994. 

Ork 4 colonies, 2 abandoned after laying (32 nests); 
I&R 200prs McDermott yard, Ardisier abandoned after 
fox predation, 4prs unsuccessful Nigg; Is of May prs 
attended colony but did not breed. 

Excellent year Shet (18 records) & Fair Is (6 records) 
where scarce. 573 Long Craig F in Jun; 200 Carnoustie 
A&D & 200 Donmouth NE in Jul; 1,256 Goosepools F, 
440 Blackness Cent & 300 Hound Pt. L in Aug. 

2 inland at Lochwinnoch & 16 Merryton Clyde in Aug; 
339 Barns Ness L 11 Aug; 15ON St.Abbs B 24 Aug . 
Last D&G, Arg, Bord, Caith & Suth 15-23 Sep; Fair Is 
& Fife 1-4 Oct, M&N, Ayr 9-10 Oct. Last 1 Hound Pt. 
L 24 Oct. 


Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii 

First 1 at NE site 17 May, then 2 Ruddons Pt. F 19 May 
and 4 Burntisland F 20 May. 

Away from Forth singles Lochaline I&R 8 Jun & Fair 
Is 10 Jun. 

Breeding: Birds failed to breed at Inchmickery L for 4th 
consecutive year. A nearby colony in Forth had 17prs that 
yielded 0.82 young/pair. | From Walsh et al JNCC, 1994. 
Loth pr bred, nest found and anxious adults in Jul. 

11 (Sjuvs) at Loth site 22 Aug with 10 (4juvs) there on 
26 Aug &6 (2juvs) on 28 Aug. Is of May pr displayed 
in colony late Jun but no evidence of breeding. 
Singles Burntisland F 23 Jul, 30 Jul and 18-19 Aug with 
2 on 21 Aug; 1 Hound Pt L. 26 Aug. 


Common Tern Sterna hirundo 

First 1 L.of Strathbeg NE 28 Mar, was rather early. Then 
Ayr & Loth 11-13 Apr; M&N, Suth ,Arg, Shet & Ork 
21-29 Apr; Fife, Fair Is & Clyde 2-5 May; Is of May, 
Cent & Caith 6-8 May. 


Sandwich Tern 
Steven Brown 
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Breeding: All Scottish totals showed increases, numbers 
rose at 7 colonies in N.Scotland to 536prs (105%), mostly due 
to increases at Nigg I&R; 3 colonies in NE increased to 
312prs (141%); 6 colonies in SE rose to 1,173 (103%), due to 
Leith Docks L where 185prs increased to 694prs. 
Productivity nationally was rather low averaging MBP 0.51 
(0.56), varying between 0.45 in N and 0.57 in SW. Predation 
was important at many sites, especially with Mink on W coast. 
From Walsh ef al JNCC, 1994. 
Study of 12 colonies in Arg, 928prs produced c293 juvs (0.43- 
0.57 MBP). Most fledged from the largest colony where Mink 
were killed after quarter of chicks had died. None fledged at 
7 of the colonies. Mink were present at 6, perhaps all 7 of these 
colonies. Argyll Bird Report. 
700 Montrose A&D in Jul; 350 Burntisland F in Aug. 
Best passage 113N/15S Barns Ness L 11 Aug & 81N/ 
34S on 3 Sep. Last Clyde, Cent , Arg , Bord, Ayr, Ork 
&Shet 12-24 Sep; I&R, Fair Is 2- 6 Oct; & Loth 16 Oct. 
Latest 1 Goosepools F 30 Oct. 


Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea 

First 1S Dunglass B 14 Apr. Ork, Shet & Fife 23-25 Apr; 
NE, Suth, Caith, Fair Is, Arg & Loth 2-8 May; Clyde, 
OHeb & Ayr 12-18 May . 

Breeding: A significant drop in numbers is likely in Ork but 
there are no distinct trends elsewhere. Breeding success was 
poor, productivity everywhere being lower than 1992. Cold 
and wet weather in early summer played a part but many 
areas have bad predation problems, especially in the W with 
Mink. 


Area Sample sites %change MBP 
Shet 4,242 birds 52 - 2 0.39 
Ork 7,212 birds 33 -19 0.25 
N.Scot 398 prs 7 +11 4 sites-0.53 
NE Scot 505 prs 5) -15 4 sites-0.09 
SE Scot 560 prs 6 + 5 2 sites-0.07 


Walsh et al JNCC,1994 
Shet large numbers of chicks found weak or dead from 
late Jun thought to be related to poor feeding conditions 
and acute food shortages; Arg 8colonies with c287prs 
raised 28-30 young, almost all young fledged from 
colony where Mink were controlled. Poor success noted 
I&R, NE, Fife, Is of May, Loth & Ayr. 


200 1st-summers Virkie Shet in Jun; 300 Dunnet Bay 
Caith in Jul; 400 Eigg 1&R & 450 Goosepools F 3 Aug 
were the only notable assemblies. Inland records at 
Carlingwark D&G 10 May, Hogganfield Clyde 14 May 
and Balgray Res. Clyde 19 Sep. 

Poor season seen in very early last reports: M&N 30 Jul; 
NE 14 Aug, Arg 28 Aug; Suth, Clyde, Is of May &Bord 
15-25 Sep; Loth 5 Oct. Last 1N.Ronaldsay Ork 13 Oct. 


*Bridled Tern Sterna anaethetus 

1 The Perches, Eigg I&R 21 Jul. 

First report for 1&R and only the 2nd for Scotland, the 
last being at Stromness Ork Aug 1979. 

[1989] bird Is of May 14 Jul could not be specifically 
identified, being either Bridled or Sooty Tern S.fuscata.. 
See British Birds 87:533. 


Little Tern Sterna albifrons 
First 1 Tyninghame L 17 Apr; NE &Arg 23 Apr; A&D, 
Suth & Ayr 29 Apr-3 May; Caith, Bord & Fife 8-9 May. 
Breeding: 14 monitored colonies showed declines of 33% to 
111 prs (166), continuing the decline seen since monitoring 
started in 1986. Success at 10 sites showed a return to low 
success with MBP 0.25 (0.54). Food shortage, high tides and 
predation were thought to be responsible. 

See Walsh et al JNCC, 1994. 
Caith 6prs Dunnet Bay fledged 5+young; Suth 4prs 
Brora +6 young; M&N none bred; NE 4prs Ythan & 
Sprs St.Cyrus, no success; A&D 14prs at 4 sites, fate not 
known; Fife 23prs abandoned -weather and/or distur- 
bance; Loth 7prs failed at only site; Arg Islay, 11prs at 
3 sites, Tiree 6 sites with 44prs, Coll 19prs at 2 sites 
failed; Ayr 3prs fledged 2 young; D&G Sprs L.Ryan 
fledged 2 young but high disturbance. Total 15 young! 
1 inland at Gladhouse Res. L 15 May. 
Last NE 26 Jun; Caith, M&N, Suth & Ayr 26-30 Jul; 
Fife 18 Aug; Arg 8 Sep. Last 1 N.Berwick L 21 Sep. 


Black Tern Chlidonias niger 

6 in spring: 35 in autumn. 

2 Browhouses D&G 17 May; 1 Loch of Lowes P&K 
31 May; 1 L.of Strathbeg NE & 1 Virkie Shet 12 Jun; 
1 Taing Skerry Ork 15 Jun. 


Black Tern 
John Busby 


R.D.Murray [Ed] 


1 St.John's L. Caith on 3 Jul; 1 Chanonry Pt. 1&R 4 Jul; 
2 St.Abbs B 5 Aug; 3N Eyemouth B 11 Aug with 
another 3N there 14 Aug; 1 Kinshaldy F 18 Aug; 2 Fife 
Ness F 19 Aug, 1 more there 22 Aug; 2N Eyemouth on 
24 Aug; 1 Barns Ness L 27 Aug, another there 31 Aug; 
1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 1-7 Sep; 4 Is of May 8 Sep; 1 Fife 
Ness 11 Sep; 6S Machrihanish Arg & 1 Barassie Ayr on 
12 Sep; 1 Dunnet Bay Caith 16 Sep; 1 Chanonry Point 
19 Sep; 1 Dunnet Bay 21 Sep; 1 Bogside Ayr on 22 Sep; 
1 Musselburgh L 25 Sep with another there 28 Sep. 


* White-winged Black Tern Chilidonias leucopterus 
1 L.Spynie M&N 15 May. 2nd for area. 
[1992] 1 Forfar L. A&D 23-27 May. 


Guillemot Uria aalge 

Breeding: Counts at monitored colonies showed no overall 
pattern in 1993: Shet (-1%), N (+2.5%), NW (+9%), NE 
(+4%), SE (+1%). In the longer term, the decline in Shet in 
the late 1980s has been reversed while everywhere else 
numbers are still above mid-1980 levels. 

Overall UK productivity was high, with MBP 0.72, although 
slightly lower than 1992, mainly through losses at 2 sites 
where local factors reduced success. Best production was 
0.88 at Fair Is and lowest at Papa Westray Ork at 0.44. 
Ten of thousands of Guillemots were wrecked in the North 
Sea, southwards from Shet, in Feb-Mar. Most birds were 
emaciated and had evidently starved. This was the worst 
wreck since 1983. Walsh et al JNCC 1994. 
Ork counts at 7 monitored colonies in Jun gave figure 
of 11,127 birds, the highest figure since counts started 
19 years ago. 14,357 birds Sule Skerry; M&N possible 
new colony; Is of May 17,919 birds-12,418 prs; Loth 
3,300 Lamb (3,250), 139 Fidra(245);Bord stable 28,911 
birds St.Abbs D&G increase to 1,499 birds Mull of 
Galloway. 

Passage : 415/hr Frenchman's Rocks, Islay Arg &25/hr 
Machrihanish Arg in Oct; 5,009 N.Ronaldsay Ork on 
29 Oct and 3,000+N Brora Suth 3 Nov. 

Inland: 2 L.Tay P&K 23 Jan; 1 Barnsford Clyde 31 Jan; 
1 dead Weem P&K 2 Feb; 1 Endrick Mouth Clyde on 
5 Feb. 

1 found dead Balmedie NE was ringed on Fair Is 
25year before! 


* Brunnich’s Guillemot Uria lomvia 
1 Musselburgh L 27 Mar. 4th Lothian record and first 
live bird for the British mainland - but only just! 


Razorbill Alca torda 

Breeding: Sample counts showed stable or increased num- 
bers in Scotland with Shet (-0.2%), N. (-0.4%), NE (+2%), SE 
(+4%), SW (0%). Samples at one colony in NE did drop by 
18% however. Shet shows recovery from the low levels of the 
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late 1980s which is now thought to have_ reflected low 
attendance in that period, rather than a real lack of birds. 
Productivity at Fair Is (0.77) and Is of May (0.72) showed a 
successful season, if marginally less so on the Isle of May 
than in 1992 (0.86). Walshet al JNCC 1994. 


Is of May 3,022 birds - 2,052prs- one of highest popu- 
lation estimates; Loth increases Craigleith & Inchkeith, 
decreases Fidra & Lamb; Bord record 1,749 bird 
St.Abbs on 1,082 sites; D&G 303 birds Mull of 
Galloway, return to '91 levels. 

1,500+N Brora Suth 28 Mar & 1,000N on 3 Nov, were 
the only large counts. 


Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle 

350 Skaw Taing, Whalsay Shet in Mar. 

Breeding: Shet pre-season count of 1,220 S.Mainland 
between Gullberwick-Virkie, 4% less than 91/92. The 
impact of the Braer oiling may be a 25% reduction 
between Gulberwick & Levenwick. Guestimate that 
1,200 died in oiling- only 219 were found; Fair Is 280 
adults, 25% drop since '89, 1.23 MBP; Arg limited 
survey in Mink area show several sites have been 
abandoned; Clyde 4-1Sprs Inverkip; Ayr c34 prs at 
6 sites, including 1-2prs Ailsa Craig. 1-2 birds seen 
widely in outer Forth throughout year (14 reports)- 
Largo F and St.Abbs B are most favoured sites. Every 
possibility that breeding might occur in the area. 

No significant passage or winter counts. 


Little Auk Alle alle 

Winter 92/93: Poor numbers except off Fife: 6 Leven 
&126 Anstruther 24 Jan with 10 Anstruther on 2 Feb & 
21 0n 18 Feb, also 16S Fife Ness 21 Feb & 5N/2S there 
28 Feb. 1 alive ina snow drift, Creiff and 1 Glenalmond 
College P&K 2 Jan; 1 Kingussie I&R flew through 
open window 13 Jan -first record for area since 1916 ! 
1 SW Brora Suth 12 May & 1 Flannan Is OH 17 Jun 
were rare summer records and singles St.Abbs B and 
Fife Ness 26 Sep were early. 


Area Jan Feb Mar Sep Oct Nov Dec 
N.Isles 9 4 4 = elWion Gll85 ++ 
N.Scot 1 2 2 - - 2 3 
NE Scot 4 6 - - - 1 - 
B/C Scot 135 65 1 1 15 1 
SE Scot 3 7 - 1 10 4 1 
W Scot 8 4 - - 2 85 
SW Scot 1 1 1 


Small numbers except N.Isles where large influx to Ork. 
Daily N.Ronaldsay 14 Oct-12 Dec, max 141 on 29 Oct 
& 152 on 2 Nov. 23 Yell Sound Shet 28 Oct.. 

Other good counts from : Forth with 8 St.Abbs 7 Oct & 
15 Anstruther 21 Nov; and from Arg where 8S 
Machrihanish 1 Dec & 71 seen Frenchman's Rocks, 


Islay in Dec, max 41 on 12 Dec. 
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Puffin Fratercula arctica 
First off breeding areas: Bord 13 Mar; Loth 21 Mar; Fair 
Is 25 Mar; Caith 26 Mar; Suth 28 Mar- 


Puffin 
David Mitchell 


Breeding: Regularly monitored sites suggest little overall 
change, a 13% increase on Isle of May compensating for 
short-term declines in 1990-92. Hermnaness Shet showed 
little change (-0.3%) as did the main slope of Sule Skerry Ork 
with a marginal increase to an estimated 43,380 burrows. A 
count on North Rona OH showed a 63% increase since 1976, 
equivalent of 2.6% per annum. 

Productivity was moderately high on Fair Is (0.69) and Is of 
May (0.70), if lower than 1992. Estimates in Shet suggest a 
moderate-to-good season with fledging success rates in the 
80% range. Lengthy rains may have caused problems in the 
Minch. Welsh et al JNCC 1994. 


Suth thousands, some with food, off Strathy Pt.; Loth 
1,000 off Craigleith, 325 burrows Fidra, 650 Inchkeith 
& 1 nest Inchcolm -/stproof for island; Bord 59 ashore 
St.Abbs; Arg possible breeding Sheep Is, Eilan Mhor 
off Jura & Ceann a'Mhara off Tiree; Ayr 18 ashore on 
rat-free Ailsa Craig, with 1 burrow but no proof; D&G 
11 ashore Mull of Galloway in Jun. 

Peak movements past Frenchman's Rocks, Islay Arg in 
Jun when 9.2/hr, none after Sep. Elsewhere 94N 
Eyemouth B 1-5 Aug and max 125 Brora Suth 7-9 Sep. 


Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon Columba livia 

"Pure": Shet 220 Hestingott in Dec; Fair Is 51 in Oct; 
Ork 248 Westray in Aug; Caith SOO Nypster in Feb; 
Arg 200 Tiree in Jun & 100 Colonsay in Nov. 

Ferals: largest flocks :1,200 Blackstoun-Linwood and 
700 Whiteinch, Glasgow Clyde with others in 350-400 
range in NE, Fife (3), Cent, Loth, & Ayr (3) 


Stock Dove Columba oenas 

Good year N.Isles where 7 Shet, 6 Fair Is and 4 Ork 
during spring & autumn- the 7th-/0th for Ork. 

No large flocks, partics of 20-40 seen Loth (4), Clyde & 
Ayr (2), largest 37 Fisherton Ayr in Feb. 

Breeding: Now very rare in E.Inverness, Black Isle & 
E.Ross - all records needed. 

Patchy reports: M&N 7 sites; P&K 3 sites; Cent 3 sites; 
Loth 5 sites, 1Oprs Balerno with 32 juvs; Bord 22 sites; 
Arg pr bred Kilmartin - first breeding for mid-Argyll; 
Clyde 7 sites; Ayr 16prs at 11 sites. 


Woodpigeon Columba palumbus 

Largest flocks smaller than last winter: 3,500 Polwarth 
B; 1,000S Tailend Moss L; 1,000 Guardbridge F; 1,000 
Boghead-Blackstoun Clyde in Jan; 1,000 Summerston 
Clyde & 1,000 Almond Pools L in Feb. 

Breeding: Shet Ipair successful Kergord; OHeb max 
27 Stornoway Woods. 

3,000 Carriston Res. F in Nov; 2,000 Munlochy I&R, 
1,200 Gauldry F & 1.000 Blackford P&K in Dec. 


Barbary Dove Streptopelia ‘risoria’ 
1 Crosshill Ayr from 1992 to 28 Nov. Escape. 


Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 

44 Netherton M&N & 34 Preston Mill L in Feb were 
largest parties. 

Breeding: Shet Sprs; Ork 4prs ; D&G still spreading 
Stoneykirk but fewer Glentrool. 

80 Ormiston L, 71 Prestwick Ayr, 66 Dyke M&N, 


60 Summerston Clyde & 58 Drumlemble Arg were the | 


largest gatherings. 


Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur 
First 1 Port Wemyss, Islay Arg 21 Apr and 2 Strathy Pt. 
Suth 22 Apr were unusually early. 


Then Fair Is 11 May; Shet, I&R,Ork & NE 19-20 May; | 


A&D 31 May. 
55 birds, May-early Jul, mostly singles: 19 Shet, 18 Fair | 


Is & 8 Ork and 10 others scattered elsewhere . 
Passage from end-Jul: 45 birds - c10 early Sep then | 
scattered through to mid-Oct. Oct singles Is of May, | 
Shet (4) & Ork (2) with latest singles N.Ronaldsay Ork 
10 Nov and Brora Suth 11 Nov. 


Ring-necked Parakeet Psittacula krameri 
Singles Carbarns Clyde in Jan & Stranraer D&G Oct- 
Dec. 


Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Cacatua galerita 
1 Newshot Is.Clyde 20 Sep 
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Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 

First 1 L.Ken D&G 14 Apr. Then Arg , Bord, Ayr, NE 
16-18 Apr; Clyde, I&R, Loth & Cent 22-23 Apr; P&K, 
A&D, OHeb & Fife 24-26 Apr; M&N, Caith and Suth 
28 Apr-1 M y; Shet & Ork 16-18 May. 

Main arrival 22-26 Apr in S, widespread by 3 May. 
Breeding: I&R 9 sang Figg (15); P&K 22 sites; Fife 
17 sites, 2 juvs in Aug; Bord S1 birds calling at 43 sites; 
Arg juvs seen Tiree; Clyde 27 singing at 17 sites with 
8 Inversnaid; Ayr 19 at 16 sites. 

Autumn departures mostly Jul. Last I&R, Loth & Bord 
23-30 Jun; Suth, Clyde & Ayr 19-23 Jul; Isle of May 
4 Aug; NE and P&K 22-23 Aug. 

Passage birds in Sep: Shet (7), Fair Is, Ork 9) & Fife (2), 
Last 1 Helendale Shet & Denburn Wood F on 10 Oct. 


Barn Owl Tyto alba 

Suth 1 site; 1&R 11 sites; M&N 18 sites, bred at 9; NE 
bred 2 sites 2br6; A&D | site; P&K 3 sites, bred 1 with 
br2; Fife 3 sites , br3 at one; Cent 2 sites; Loth 18 sites, 
bred at 4, 2br7; Bord 65 sites, bred min 4 sites, 2br6; 
Arg nest-box schemes - Islay 9prs reared 18 young, 
Cowal 15 nests, Mid-Argyll 1 nest; Clyde 7 sites; Ayr 
22 sites, 14 proved to breed , 9 nests with MBS 3.56; 
D&G 33prs Galloway Forest, occupation down and 
recruitment low but productivity normal . 


*Scops Owl Otus scops 
[1985] 1 Papa Westray Ork 24 Jun-11 Jul, was 1985, 
not 1986, as originally reported in British Birds. 


* Eagle Owl Bubo bubo 
The 1992 escape Pitlochry escape P&K seen into Jan 
at Moulin Moor. No news of Argyll bird. 


* Snowy Owl Nyctea scandiaca 

1 Moss of Wester Caith 18 Jan-3 Mar; 1 Hirta, St.Kilda 
OH 11 Apr; 1 Bornish, S.Uist OH 16 Apr, intermit- 
tently there to July; 1 Eshaness Shet 29 Apr, probably 
same Ronas Hill 3-8 May; 1 Balranald OH 14-18 Jun, 
presumed same as Bornish; | Out Skerries Shet 20 Jun; 
1 Rousay Ork 22-25 Jul; 1 Drimsdale, S.Uist OH on 
2 Aug, same as above; 1 L.Tuin Ghlais, near Halkirk 
Caith 5 Sep; 1 Fetlar Shet 18 Sep. 

Bird released Lecht Jul 1992 seen Lecht area M&N to 
early Apr but not seen again. 1 frequented remote 
summits near Inverness [&R 9 Jun-18 Aug. 

[1992] 1 Balranald N.Uist OH 30-31 May. 


Little Owl Athene noctua 

Bord | Gattonside 13 Jan; 1 St.Abbs 22 Apr; 1 Chirnside 
in Jul; 1 flushed from burrow St.Abbs 5 Sep, | Millers 
Moss 15 Sep; 1 Maxton 22 Oct. 

D&G pair Bankend probably bred; 1 road casualty 
Carsphairn 7 Oct; also reported Ecclefechan & Annan. 


Tawny Owl Strix aluco 

Caith 8 sites with 2br2; I&R 22 nests E. Ross study 
with MBP was 1.4-moderate; M&N 12 of 25 boxes 
used in Lossie/Speymouth forests, laying was 2 weeks 
early, 12 successful with MBP 1.8; Fife 21 sites, bred 
at min of 5; Cent fewer bred in Trossachs boxes, 
clutches small; Loth 28 sites with min 35 birds, breed- 
ing proved at 3; Bord 103 birds reported from 82 sites, 
breeding confirmed at 8; Clyde 18 sites, 2 broods; Ayr 
39 reported at 31 sites , young at 15 with 14br30, MBS 
2.15; D&G Galloway Forest- most upland prs again 
opted out of breeding due to another poor vole year, 
6prs on low ground bred in boxes had MBS 1.7, poor 
season L.Ken area. 
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Tawny Owl David Mitchell 


Long-eared Owl Asio otus 

Winter roosts: 2 Shet, 3 Ork, 1 M&N, 1 A&D & 1 Clyde: 
largest roosts were 7 Monrose Basin A&D during Jan 
and 7 Sullom Plantation Shet in Feb. 

Otherwise reports of isolated singles in I&R, Fife, 
Loth, Bord and D&G. 

Migrants, all singles, during Apr-May: 10 Shet, 1 Fair 
Is, 10 Ork, 2 NE & 1 Fife. 

Breeding: Shet 2 summered but no proof; Caith bred 
Broubster; Suth 2 sites, bred at Apigil; I&R 2 sites, 
no proof; M&N juvs calling 7 sites ; NE 7 sites, proved 
4-5; A&D 2 sites, br3 Montreathmont; P&K 5 sites, 
bred 1-2; Fife 8 sites, bred Elie; Cent br4 at Cambus; 
Loth bred 2 sites; Bord 3 sites, no proof ; Clyde; 5 sites, 
br2 Cathkin Braes; Ayr 6 sites, juvs at Glenside; D&G 
scarce Galloway Forest. 

Passage: Aug-Nov, 4 Shet, min 2 Fair Is, 4 Ork, 2 NE, 
3 Fife, 1 Loth & 1 Bord, most in Oct-Nov. 

2 Queenamidda roost Ork Nov-Dec. 
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Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus 

Scarce in winter: 8 Glen Quaich area P&K, 8 E.Inch 
Moss L & up to 3 at Moss of Wester Caith, Valleyfield 
F & 3 Aberlady L. 

Migrants from 6 Apr-7 Jun: 6 Shet, c13 Fair Is, 5+ Ork, 
2 NE, c7 Fife, 3 Is of May, 2 Loth and 1 Bord. 
Breeding: Ork c24 sites with 10prs Birsay Moors (11); 
Caith c7 sites; 1&R few wanderers Eigg where usually 
resident; M&N 9 sites, bred at 3; P&K most birds 
disappeared late Apr, breeding only in 2-3 areas - poor 
vole year?; Loth 3 sites, br3 at 1; Bord 20 sites, 
probably bred at 5, but 20 seen Watch Water in Mar; 
Arg several sites, but proved only on Mull; Clyde only 
1-2 sites; Ayr 15 sites, proved at 2; D&G poor year 
Galloway Forest, none bred Newton Stewart, 6 bred 
Castle Douglas, all failed, 8 other sites, only 1 young. 
Influx SW in autumn as vole numbers increased but no 
counts. 

Passage: 8 singles Shet ,3 on4 Nov; max 6 Fair Is 7 Oct; 
8 Ork, 2 N.Ronaldsay 25 Sep; c6 Is of May & 5 Fife. 
Best winter/autumn counts: S Montrose Basin A&Don 
26 Sep; 4 Fintry Clyde 9 Oct; 4 Mugdrum Is. F 17 Oct. 


Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus 

Breeding: Cent 1 Queen Elizabeth Forest Park in Jun; 
Arg 4 at 2 sites Cowal, now 5 sites in recent years; 
D&G 2 sites Newton Stewart, heard New Abbey area, 
2-4 heard The Brennan, 2 new sites at Laurieston and 
Dalbeattie. No passage reports. 


Swift Apus apus 

First L.Gelly F & Endrick Mouth Clyde 22 Apr. 
Reached A&D, Loth & Ayr 26-30 Apr; P&K, Caith , 
Arg, Shet, D&G, NE & Bord 2-7 May; I&R, M&N & 
Cent 9-11 May; Suth, Fair Is & Ork 17-31 May. 
Main arrival 7-8 May when 500+ Cameron Res. F with 
400 Gladhouse L, 200 Duddingston L, 130 Martnaham 
L. Ayr, 100 Barons' Haugh Clyde on 15-17 May. 
Little tangible comment on breeding: only 1Sprs Ayr 
Academy Ayr (20). 

Flocks: 8,000 Vane Farm P&K in Jun; 1,500 L.Gelly 
& 800 Kilconquhar L. F, 400 Lochmaben D&G in Jul; 
400 Winchburgh L & 200 Baron's Haugh in Aug. 
870W Milltimber NE 8 Aug was only movement. 
Last Suth, Cent, P&K and Clyde 15-30 Aug; Caith, Arg 
& Ayr 4-12 Sep; Bord & NE21-25 Sep; Shet, Ork, I&R, 
Fair Is, Loth &Is of May 2-10 Oct; A&D 18 Oct; with 
2 very late birds Buckie M&N 6 Nov. 


Alpine Swift Apus melba 
1 Largybaan Arg 14 Apr. First for area. 


Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 
Suth | in Dec; I&R_ 10 sites, perhaps bred R.Conan; 
M&N 4 sites, only lpr; NE fewer - 8 sites, 1 juv 
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Culterty; A&D 4 sites, no proof; P&K 13 sites, no 
proof; Fife 7 sites, perhaps bred at Cupar; Cent 4 sites, 
pr Clackmannan had 2br9; Loth 9 sites in summer, bred 
2 but one flooded, 3 other sites in winter; Bord 12 sites, 
prs seen at 4, bred 2 with br6 at Sunlaws; Arg 6 sites, 
mostly winter; Clyde 20 AOTs- 3prs on Clyde, 4prs 
Kelvin drainage, Sprs +3 singles White Cart, 3 sites with 
1 juv Black Cart, 2 other sites - seen 11 other sites in 
winter; Ayr 12prs, min 3 raised 5 broods; D&G Sprs 
reported, increasing 


* Bee-eater Merops apiaster 
1 Noss Shet & 2 Newburgh NE 22-23 May; 1 Linicro 
I&R 6-7 Jun; 1 Mull Arg 2 Jul. 2nd for NE. 


Hoopoe Upupa epops 
4 in spring: 1 Portpatrick D&G 29-31 Mar, seen 
Cardross & Dundrennan to 5 Apr; 1 Fetlar Shet 16 May; 


1 Glenfyne Arg 28 May; 1 Dundee A&D 21 Jun-4 Jul. | 


Good autumn: at least 28 birds. 
1-15 16-30 1-15 16-31 1-15 16-30 1-15 16-31 
Sep Sep Oct 


N.Isles 4 2 5 - - 

N.Scot 3 1 3 1 - 
NE Scot - - 3 1 - - - - 
SE Scot 1 1 - - - | 
SW.Scot = ? ? 1 


Influx 7-13 Sep, moe Ork, Caith & Suth with more 
widespread influx, especially Shet & NE 2-11 Oct. 


Later singles Dounreay Caith & St.Abbs B 10-11 Nov | 
with a bird Irvine Ayr 30 Dec into 1994 that may have | 


arrived in mid-Nov. 


Wryneck Jynx torquilla 


28 in spring: First singles Pease Bay B 24 Apr & Fair 
Is 26 Apr. ArrivalinS 11-15 May, then 18-23 May inN.) 
7 Shet, 9 Fair Isle, 2 Ork, 1 OHeb, 3 I&R, 2 NE, 1 A&D,) 
2 Is of May & 2-4 Bord. | 


Breeding: I&R 2 sites Badenoch & Strathspey, singing 
only at 1, successful at other; NE 1 sang in Jun Deeside, 
1 seen Lower Deeside in Jul. 
c26 in autumn: first Fair Is 31 Aug, peaking 9-15 Sex 
when 3 Shet, 2 Fair Is, 7 Ork, 2 Caith, 1 Is of May anc 
1 Bord. A few later in Sep/early Oct including singles 


Oct Nov Nov Dec Dec | 


f 
; 
, 


Lockerbie D&G 30 Sep; Fife Ness F 9 Oct with lates} 
Seafield Shet 26 Oct. 


Green Woodpecker Picus viridis 

I&R 4 sites, pr Farr did not breed; A&D 6 sites, n 
proof; NE juvs seen 5 sites; A&D spreading, reporte: 
13 sites; P&K 25 sites (39), proved breeding at 
perhaps small decline; Fife reported 33 sites, bred ¢ 
least 1; Cent 10 sites, juvs at one; Loth 30 sites (24) 
bred at 2; Bord 28 sites bred at 6 sites; Arg | Cowal i 
Oct; Clyde 19 sites, proved at | site; Ayr 6 sites, 2 bro: 
D&G 8 sites. 


R.D.Murray [Ed] 


Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major 

Suth despite public appeal, reported only inS&E; 1&R 
3 sites; P& K 25 sites (32) , breed at 4 sites; Fife 29 sites, 
bred at 4; Cent 11 sites, br2 at one; Loth 42 sites, bred 
at only 10 (bred at 27 in '92); Bord 61 sites, 52 AOTs at 
46 sites, proved at 7; Arg 25 sites, mostly mainland; 
Clyde 32 sites, 24prs at 15 sites, bred at least 3 sites; Ayr 
16 sites, proved to breed at one; D&G 1 prs at 3 sites. 
Migrants: 5 N.Isles and 1 Suth, all in Oct. 1 Shet in Dec. 


*Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla 
Singles at N.Ronaldsay Ork 24 Apr; Fair Is 3 May; 
Burra Shet 26 May;Grutness Shet 28 May ;Noss Shet 
29 May; Is of May 4-6 Jun and Fetlar Shet 6 June. 
Burra bird had features of the race C.b brachydactyla. 
1 Fetlar 19 Sep was the only autumn record. 

. Artwork of Ork bird: see British Birds 87: 541 


*Woodlark Lullula arborea 

Singles North Bay, S.UIst OH 4 Apr and St.Abbs B 
4-8 May. 2nd for Borders. 

Singing male Montreathmont Forest A&D 23Jun-4 Jul. 
2, possibly 3, birds seen later. The first breeding for 
Scotland was suspected by not proved. 

Singles Fair Is 1-4 Oct, 9 Oct, 22-25 Oct & 2 Nov; 
Girdleness NE 2 Oct & Stronsay Ork 31 Oct -4 Nov. 


Skylark Alauda arvensis 

1,000 Easthaven A&D 13 Jan but only 6 flocks >100 
birds -in Clyde, D&G (2), Fife & Loth (2) but "hundreds" 
in hard weather movement seen NE & Fife on 11 Jan. 
Passage from mid-Feb, heavy on 26-27 Feb: 142 Fetlar 
Shet, 121 N.Ronaldsay Ork and flocks in P&K, Caith, 
Suth & Bord. Peak in late Feb in S and late Mar in N, 
max count 400 Fair Is 6 Apr. 

Breeding CBC (-7%F) Fair Is S5prs (90); Ork 26prs 
Trumland, Rousay (15) & 30prs N.Hoy (40); P&K 
12prs Vane Farm (15); Loth 45prs Aberlady (44). 
Stable 7prs Merryton Clyde & 6prs Killiecrankie P&K. 
Main passage: mid-Sep to mid-Octin N: max 300 Fetlar 
Shet, 460 Fair Is & 241 N.Ronaldsay Ork . 

Oct to mid-Nov inS : 1,000/hr S past Arbroath A&D on 
10 Oct, 300 Caerlaverock D&G, 400+ East Sanquhar 
Ayr, 650 Cardross Clyde &300 St Abbs B. 

Hard weather in late Dec produced large flocks 300-500 
birds in Caith ,M&N, A&D, Fife, Loth, Clyde & Ayr. 


Shore Lark Eremophila alpestris 

1 Hoy Ork 21 Feb was the only winter record. 

Only 6 spring singles : Fair Is 26 Apr, N.Ronaldsay 
Ork 12 & 13 May, Cruden Bay NE 22 May, Whalsay 
Shet 23 May and N.Ronaldsay 3 Jun. 

2 St.Abbs B 5 Oct, 1 there 8 Oct; then N.Ronaldsay 
where 3 on 31 Oct, 12 on 2 Nov, 1-2 until 9 Nov. 

1 Craigmill Dev A&D 27 Dec was the only Dec report. 
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Sand Martin 
Steven Brown 
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Sand Martin Riparia riparia 

Very early singles Carsebeck P&K, Gretna D&G and 
Baron's Haugh, Merryton and Lochwinnoch Clyde on 
13 Mar; then Fife & Arg 16 Mar; NE, Ayr, Loth & Cent 
18-21 Mar; M&N, Suth & Bord on 28-31 Mar. 

A few widespread D&G by 20 Mar but main influx in 
SW 11-16 Apr when 300 Castle L. D&G, 90 Trabboch 
L. Ayr and 90 Baron's Haugh. Influx in E & S mostly 
20-27 Apr with 200 Barbush Cent, 130 Skene NE & 
230 Gladhouse L. First birds Caith, Ork & Shet not until 
20-24 Apr. Strong passage into late May with 500 Castle 
L., 450 Baron's Haugh and 250 Carsebeck. 

Breeding Stable or slight increase in W but declines 
continue in E. Damage to burrows in mid-May floods in 
Clyde, Tay.and Tweed drainage. Few successes. 
Leadburn B colony still low breeding numbers but a 
successful, if delayed, season. 43% of birds handled 
post-fledging were juveniles (35% in '91, 23% in '92). 
Good autumn roosts and early departure suggest only 
single broods were attempted due to delays in May. 
Three large roosts: 2,500 Bothwell Park Clyde 17 Jul, 
4,500 on 30 Aug & 3,000 on 11 Sep; 1,800 Carlingwark 
D&G 31 Jul; 2,000 Glentrool D&G on 16 Aug. 

Last A&D and Arg 15-19 Aug; Suth, Shet, Ork and 
Bord 10-14 Sep, Fair Is, Loth and P&K 16-20 Sep, 
Clyde, Ayr and M&N 22-26 Sep; D&G 29 Sep. 

Last 3 Newburgh F 1 Oct & 2 Is of May 6 Oct. 


Swallow Hirundo rustica 
First 1 St.Abbs B 23 Mar. Singles Auchenreoch Ayr on 


_27 Mar; D&G and Clyde 28 Mar; Fife, P&K, Loth, Cent 


31 Mar-2 Apr; Arg, NE, M&N 4-5 Apr; Ork, A&D 8-10 
Apr; Is of May,Caith, Fair Is, Shet & OHeb 16-26 Apr. 
Widespread 11-12 Apr in S, 18-23 Apr inN. 


a Ca PALI B CLR a TT 
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150 Gladhouse L, 200 Kilconquhar F 27 Apr with 
movements in SW peaking with 300 Merryton Clyde 
and Martnaham L. Ayr 15-16 May. Max 75 N_Isles at 
N.Ronaldsay Ork & 70 Fair Is 18-19 May. 

6 seen on Cairngorm Plateau M&N 20-24 May. 
Breeding CBC (-10%F). Widespread failure of first 
broods with poor May weather but good success later. 
Shet 6prs successful; Ork 85 prs located; P&K 14prs 
Killiecrankie (21), c100 ringed Blairgowrie (186 in 
'92); Clyde 7prs at 4 farms Arden (11); D&G broods of 
4-5 reduced to 2-3 due to weather. 

Autumn passage peaked late Aug-mid-Sep: 4,500 Aird 
Meadows Clyde 27 Aug, 6,000 there 4 Sep; 500 Dalry 
D&G 28 Aug; 1,900 Braco P&K 29 Aug; 600 L.Gelly 
F 1Sep; 4,000 Bothwell Park Clyde 17 Sep with 1,000 
there on 25 Sep; 400 Kilconquhar F 22 Sep. 

Last P&K 9 Oct; A&D, Bord 18-19 Oct; Ork & Clyde 
24-28 Oct; NE, Fair Is, Loth, Suth and Caith 30 Oct - 
1 Nov; Fife & Is of May &Arg 4-5 Nov; Shet and 
D&G7- 8 Nov. Latest Lossiemouth M&N on 13 Nov 
and West Kilbride Ayr 14 Nov. 

[1992] 1 found dead on tanker out of Texas at Sullom 
Voe Shet was of the American race erythrogaster. 


*Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica 
1 Bankhead, Dounby Ork 16th Jun. 
3rd report for Orkney. 


House Martin Delichon urbica 

First singles Linlithgow L 29 Mar & L.of Lowes P&K 
31 Mar. Then Fife 1 Apr;Clyde 3 Apr;Cent 8 Apr; 
A&D, NE and Ork 10-12 Apr; Arg, D&G, Ayr and Bord 
14-18 Apr, Caith & Is.of May on 22 Apr; Suth 28 Apr; 
Shet & Fair Is 5-8 May. 

Widespread absence for much of Apr with numbers 
only building up mid-to-late May when marked passage 
movements. Max Apr count-6 Inversnaid Clyde on 
28Apr. Movement of 100+ Doonfoot Ayr 11-12 May & 
100+ Martnaham L. Ayr 15-16 May; 60 Baron's Haugh 
Clyde 22 May. Influx 25-27 May when 150 Shewalton 
Ayr, 100 Musselburgh L, 75 Duddingston L, 150+ 
Kilconquhar F & 350 Meikle NE. 

Small numbers in N.Isles to 15th Jun. 

Breeding CBC (-16%A). Ork 8prs (10) but no proof of 
success; M&N stable 30 nests Buckie High School; 
Fife 5 nests Kincraog Pt. (21 in '85); Loth 30 nests 
Tranent (27); D&G disappeared as a breeding species 
from parts of Newton Stewart in last 8 years. 

First passage: 100 Shewalton 25 Jul ,50 L.Gelly F and 
100 Dalmeny L 1-5 Aug. 300 Glencaple D&G 19 Aug; 
250 Hirsel B, 100 Luncarty P&K , 300 Newton Stewart 
24-30 Aug; 130 St.Mary's L. B and 210 Doonfoot Ayr 
1-5 Sep; 120 L.Gelly 7 Sep; 200 Longniddry L 13 Sep; 
80 Eddleston B, 130 Fountainhall B & 100 Musselburgh 
18 Sep. A few N.Isles, mostly mid-Sep. 
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Last birds Suth 12 Sep; Caith & Clyde 25-27 Sep; Cent, 
Fair Is, Bord, P&K and Is of May 2-4 Oct; A&D 10 Oct. | 
Few thereafter but late Oct influx, max 15 Logan D&G 
24 Oct, with sprinkling into Nov. 

Last D&G and M&N 24-28 Oct; Ork & Loth 6-7 Nov, 
Shet &Fife 9-10 Nov. Latest singles Aberdeen NE on 
14 Nov and Dundonald Ayr 16 Nov. 


*Richard’s Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae 

1 L.Kennard, Aberfeldy P&K 27 Mar was the only 
spring report. 

12-13 in autumn, all N_Isles. 

1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 10-11 Sep with 2 there12 Sep. 

1 Stronsay Ork 28-29 Sep; 1 Fair Is 28-30 Sep; singles 
N.Ronaldsay 30Sep-9 Oct with another on2 Oct; Fetlar 
Shet 2 Oct; Culswick Shet 2-3 Oct; Fair Is 5 Oct; Virkie | 
Shet 8 Oct; Fetlar 9 Oct; Stronsay 10 Oct with another | 
there 24-27 Oct. | 


*Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris 
1 Fair Isle 22 Oct. 


*Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgsoni 
Extraordinary year. Record 23 birds with 15 Shetland, \ 
5 Fair Isle, 2 Orkney and the first for Lothian. 

1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 24 Sep; 1 Exnaboe Shet & 1 Fair 
Is 29 Sep; 1 Voe & 2 Norwick Shet 30 Sep; 1 Whalsay | | 
Shet 1 Oct. Singles Scatness & Culswick Shet 2 Oct; 
Barns Ness L, Sumburgh Head & Dale of Walls Shet on | 
3 Oct; 3 Fair Is & 1Stronsay Ork on 4 Oct; Sandwick | 
Shet 5 Oct; Fetlar & Noss Hill Shet 6 Oct; Helendale | 
Shet 8 Oct; Out Skerries Shet 9 Oct; 1 FairIs 10 Octand |) ’ 
1 Whalsay 24 Oct. e 


Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis 

First birds at Barns Ness L_ 5 Apr; 2 Thornhill Cent & Ii 
1 Is of May 10 Apr. First D&G,M&N,P&K, Fife & q 
Clyde 14-16 Apr; Ayr, Arg & Bord 21-22 Apr; Fair Is } t0 
30 Apr; Shet 2 May; Ork 11 May. Bi 
General from 3rd week Apr, including 6N Finnarts Pt, - 
Ayr 25 Apr. Movement 11-20 May: 17 Shet, 8 Skaw) Wi! 
& 5 Fetlar; max 9 Fair Is; 5 Is of May & 4 St.Abbs B.| 
Breeding: CBC (+15%A):P&K 7 sites Loch Tummel; i 
Fife 10 at 5 sites; Bord 40 males at 14 sites with 8 4 
Glentress & 7 Bowmont Forest; Arg 9 males Taynish) & 
Clyde 16+ at9 sites; Ayr 24 terr at 12 sites with 6 Gler 
Afton; D&G 19 prs Cree Wood (22) where less suitablg 4 
due to habitat changes. ul 
Small numbers inland on the move Jul-Aug but 40+S aj i 
Kippo Wood F 1 Aug with 15 trapped there 15 Aug iy 
significantly greater than other reports. NR 
Peak mid-Sept: 20S Kippo 11 Sep, 74 N.Ronaldsay ii; 
Ork 12 Sep & 20 Fair Is 13 Sep. 11 Is of May 30 Se} 4 
& 2 Oct &12 North Ronaldsay 4 Oct were best of fing 
movement. rin] 


R.D.Murray [Ed] 


Last Cent & Clyde 29-31 Aug; Arg & Ayr 4-5 Sep; Fife 
and P&K 12-14 Sep; Loth and Bord 3 Oct; A&D 8 Oct; 
Shet, NE 10-11 Oct with latest 1 Fair Is 22 Oct. 


*Pechora Pipit Anthus gustavi 

Singles on Foula Shet 27-29 Sep, Fair Is 27 Sep- 5 Oct 
and | St.Fergus NE 11 Oct. 

First for NE and mainland Scotland, 4th for Shetland. 


Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis 

Few winter reports. cl2 birds wintered N_Isles. 
Elsewhere mostly SE & SW coasts, rare inland. 

First Bord and D&G 7 Feb, late Feb in P&K and Clyde. 
Main passage in early Apr was light: 200 Whiteadder L 
6 Apr; 161 N.Ronaldsay Ork on 7 Apr; 150 Is of May 
on 21 Apr; 200 Sumburgh Shet 25 Apr. 

Breeding: CBC (+6%A): Fair Is 45-SOprs; Ork 65 prs 
Rousay (41); P&K stable 42 prs at Vane Farm; Ayr 
stable 25-30 prs IrvineBeach; Loth 22 AOTs Aberlady 
(32) & 30 prs Tailend Moss (26). 

Difficulties in S with failures in mid-May snows. First 
fledglings in D&G Merlin kills not seen until 17 Jun. 
Early autumn passage: 300 Tiree Arg, 200 Fruid B, 
150 Rannoch & 160 Killiecrankie P&K 13-16 Aug; 
200 Irvine Beach Ayr 22Aug; 200 Leadburn B 26 Aug; 
max 500 Fair Is 7 Sep; 'thousands" off sea Fife Ness F 
and 400 Is of May 11/12 Sep; 300 Scatness Shet 13 Sep; 
550S/hr Irvine 15 Sep; 400 Mull of Galloway D&G 23 
Sep; max 294 N.Ronaldsay and 500 Meadownay Ayr 
30 Sep. Few flocks after 10 Oct although low-key 
movements to early Nov. 

Perhaps commoner in winter 93-94 withc15 N.Isles and 
larger flocks than usual in S. 


*Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus 

None in spring (11 in '92), 3 in autumn. 

1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 10 Sep, 1 Fair Is 17-18 Sep; 
another there 28 Sep-3 Oct. 

[1992] 1 Hirta, St.Kilda OH 18 Jul was 16th for 1992. 


Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus 

Large early year counts: 25 Portgordon M&N 10 Jan; 

27 Scatness Shet 21 Feb, max 31 there 17 Mar; 30 Barns 

Ness L 13 Mar; & 67 N. Ronalidsay Ork 25 Mar . 

Breeding: Ork 22prs North Hill, Papa Westray (26) & 

16CalfofEday; Suth 14prs Handa; A&D 3prs Arbroath 

to Auchmithie; Loth 3prs Bass Rock & Ipr Fidra (2); 
Bord 12prs St.Abb’s Head (12); Ayr 12prs Portandea 
_ to Finnarts Pt. 
_ l summit of Ben Macdui NE 17 Sep. 

55 N.Ronaldsay 22 Sep; 41 Burnmouth B & 47 Birsay 
- Ork inearly Oct; 30 Marwick Ork; 16St.Abbs B & 21 
Noss Head Caith in late Oct ; 70 Proaig, Islay Arg in 
» Nov; 58 Scatness and 37 Portgordon & 26 Doonfoot 
» Ayr in Dec. 


j 


43 


Nov/Dec coastline survey Orkney revealed: 33 on 
N.Ronaldsay, 78 S.Westray, 142 E.Sanday, 45 on SE 
Stronsay, 142 N.Mainland and 79 Deer Sound. 


Scandinavian Rock Pipit A.p.littoralis 

Identifiable in field only during spring. 

1 Musselburgh L 12 Mar; c15 Barns Ness L 13 Mar 
with 5 on 21 Mar & 1 on4 Apr; 1 Unst Shet on 31 Mar; 
2 Skateraw L 4 Apr; 1 Doonfoot Ayr on 11 Apr. 


Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta 
1 Starnafin NE 6-7 Apr. 2nd record for NE. 


Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 

Singles N.Ronaldsay Ork 1 Apr & Fetlar Shet 10 Apr 
were exceptionally early. 

Otherwise first Bord 17 Apr; Cent 18 Apr; Loth & Is of 
May & Ork 24-28 Apr; NE &Ayr 4-7 May; D&G and 
Fife 11-12 May; Fair Is 18 May; and Clyde 23 May. 
Passage birds to 28 May inN. Isles were mostly singles, 
max 3 Musselburgh L on 3 May. 

Breeding: CBC(-39%A). Ayr & Clyde: searches failed 
to find evidence of breeding but present at 3 sites Clyde 
& 1 site Ayr. Adult +juv Ayr 11 Sep probably on 
passage.Loth: bred Drem, prs Barns Ness , Skateraw & 
Eweford. Bord: cl6prs Tweed haughs with cS territories 
on Teviot haughs near Nisbet. 

c21 birds Bord coast in Aug may have related to local 
breeders as no passage seen elsewhere in Aug. 

Poor autumn: 12 Shet, 1-6 on 19 days on Fair Is, 7 Ork; 
2 NE, 1 Fife, 10 Is of May, 5 Loth & 2 Arg. Max 6 Fair 
Is, 5 Is of May 9 Sep & 4 Eyemouth B 23 Aug & 4 Sep. 
Last Arg 25 Aug; Bord & Ayr 11 Sep; Is of May 15 Sep; 
Loth 20 Sep. 

Oct surge in N with 3 Shet, c2 Fair Is, c4 Ork & 1 NE 
with last Ork on 7 Oct; Fair Is 10 Oct; NE 11 Oct; and 
latest Lerwick Shet on 30 Oct. 


Blue-headed Wagtail Mf flava 

Breeding: 1 flava-type Nisbet B continues series of 
‘Blue-headed' birds breeding in area. 

Spring: 6 singles Is of May 6-25 May; Aberlady Bay 
L 21 May and St.Abbs B 30-31 May. 

Autumn:Singles Holm Ork 6 Sep and N.Ronaldsay 
Ork on 12, 18 & 20 Sep. 


Grey-headed Wagtail M_f thunbergi 

1 Unst Shet 16 May; 1 Grutness Shet 20-22 May. 

1 Fair Is 19-23 Sep, 1 Foula Shet 24 Sep & 1 Out 
Skerries Shet 23 Oct: all "grey eastern races". 


*Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola 
2 singles Fair Is on 27-31 Aug and 18-26 Sep. 
9th successive year for the island. 


| 
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Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 

Winter reports: Ork (1), Caith (2), M&N (3), NE& P&K 
(6). Arrivals: D&G 10 Jan; Bord 31 Jan; Suth 10 Mar; 
M&N 21 Mar; Ork 30 Mar. 

Breeding CBC (4+28%A) : Shet br6 Voxter; Ork none; 
Caith 2 broods seen; Fife 17prs at 11 sites; Bord 11 prs 
at 2 WBS sites (8); D&G good numbers using nest 
boxes in Cree valley. 

Increased breeding in forestry restocks D&G and Bord. 
P&K Poor success on R.Tay, normal Killiecrankie; 
Cent only fair success Dunblane. 

Singles Cairngorm Plateau M&N 13 Jun & 1 Sep. 
Light passage: largest counts in S, 10 Prestonpans L & 
5 St.Abbs B in Sep. c20 reports Shet & 10 sites Ork. 


Grey Wagtail 
Andrew Stevenson 


Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba 

None Shet & Fair Is Jan-Mar. Only 8 Ork, 1 Caith and 
6 P&K during Jan. Winter assemblies all in S: largest 
were 100 Irvine Beach Ayr & 52 Possil Marsh Clyde in 
early Feb. Movement 18-25 Feb in S in P&K, Bord, 
Clyde & Ayr, max 22 Maybole Ayr 25 Feb. 

Main passage in Mar:200 Stranraer D&G & 100 Irvine 
Ayr 4 Mar; 163 Cockenzie L 10 Mar, max 349 there on 
17 Mar; 160 Kirkcaldy F & 600 L.Spynie M&N 25 Mar. 
Peak N.Isles late Apr, max 46 N.Ronaldsay Ork 4 Apr 
and 17 Fair Is on 25 Apr. 

Breeding CBC (+2%F): Shet 15 prs at 14 sites (7 sites 
in '92); Fair Is 3 prs, 2 broods; Bord 11 prs at2 WBS 
sites (6), up Longformacus to c22 prs.; D&G 33 nests 
Cree Valley, Ist brood MBS 4.6, 2nd broods 4.2. 
Increasing numbers noted in forestry restock Ayr and 
D&G. (also see Grey Wagtail) 

Light passage. Few large E.coast flocks: 70 Tiree Arg 
13 Aug. Movement 20-24 Aug when 150 Kingston 
M&N, 220 Newton Stewart D&G. 70 Musselburgh L, 
200 Springhall B & 124 Perth P&K, 60 Brora Suth on 
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31 Aug; 200 Irvine 1 Sep; 104 North Ronaldsay 12 Sep; 
167 West Linton B & 200 Carsluith D&G 25 Sep. 
Roosts: 400 Cumbernauld Clyde, 300 Kirriemuir A&D 
and Darnick B in late Sep & max 300 Kirkcaldy 5 Oct. 
95 Shewalton Ayr 19 Nov only later large count. 


White Wagtail M.a.alba 

First 1 Newmains B 7 Mar; with another 9 birds Bord 
10-23 Mar. First Cent & Ayr 25 Mar; Loth28 Mar; Shet 
3 Apr; Clyde, A&D and Ork 10-14 Apr; M&N, Fife, 
Caith & Arg 17-20 Apr; Is of May & NE 1-2 May. 
Peak: 21-27 Apr: 100+ Irvine Ayr with 22 Goosepools 
F, 21 Caerlaverock D&G; & 30 Cardross Bay Clyde. 
Quiet autumn: good numbers only onN. Isles: 50 Fair 
Is 28 Aug; seen Shet 26 Jul-9 Oct, 40 Exnaboe 2 Sep; 
20 Hillwell & 27 Sumburgh 12 Sep. 

Almost daily Machrahanish Arg Aug-Sep, max 8 on 
30 Aug but few elsewhere- 1 Caith, 1 Arg, 6+ NE, 1 Is 
of May, 3 Loth, 1 Bord, 1 Ayr and 2 D&G. 

Last St.Fergus NE 11 Oct. 


Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Sep Oct Nov Dec 


N.Isles_ - - - - - = S35) 21 - 
W.Isles_ - - - = = = 2 3 =r 
N.Scot - - - - - - 2) 6 1 
NE Scot - - - = & 29 43 3 
W.Scot 1 - - - - - - 1 1 
E/C Scot - 24 = 2 - = - 1 14 
SE Scot 9 4 = = - zi 1 4 9 
SW Scot - = = - - - 
Totals 10 28- - - - - 87 79 28 


NB: numbers approximate 

1992-93 Very poor numbers - max 3 Bishopbriggs 
Clyde, 6 Earlston B & 3 Eyemouth B in Jan; 18 Torry 
Ponds F & 6 Culross F and 4 Eyemouth in Feb. 

Last 6 Culross on 18 Feb. 


1993-94: First 2 Lerwick Shet 3 Oct. 29 Aberdeen NE 


on 8 Oct, staying there with max 32 on 26 Nov. 


Widespread, but sparse influx late Oct-early Nov when | 
12 Shet, 4 Fair Isle , 1 Caith, 1 Suth, 3 OHeb, 4 M&N, | 
4 NE, | A&D & 1 Loth. Mostly 1-3 birds seen but max | 


25 N.Ronaldsay Ork 29 Oct. A fewinS laterin Nov and 
Dec but birds were very scarce indeed. 


Dipper Cinclus cinclus 

Breeding Caith prs+young Latheronwheel antl 
Westerdale, + 3 other sites; OHeb pr withyoung Harris;| 
P&K 4 AOTs Killiecrankie (8); Bord Sprs at 2 WBS| 
sites (8), reflects poor season in 92 when washed out a 
floods, good season upper Tweed, 17br63, MBS 4.3 : 


(2.83 in '92); Ayr 22 prs R.Ayr, 39 others elsewhere; 
D&G disaster upper Minnoch, nests washed out M 
and May, destroying the re-lays, no young reared. | 
1 at 1150m in Cairngorms M&N 4 Jul. | 
Juv Stenness Ork 30 May may have been bred locally 
1 Hoy Ork Sep-Oct. 


R.D.Murray [Ed] 


Black-bellied Dipp r C.c.cinclus 
1Fair Isle 7 Apr. First there since 1986. 


Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 

CBC (F+23%, W+13%) CES (ads+39%, juvs+23%) 
Fair Is 30-40 singing males (33); Ork stable Trumland 
Wood (19); P&K 22prs Vane Farm (30), 38prs 
Killiecrankie (48); Loth 22prs Aberlady CBC (21), 
stable 27 prs Roslin Glen; Bord stable 6prs St.Abbs; 
Clyde 21prs Merryton (23). 


Wren 
David Mitchell 


Few records of passage birds. Only Is of May in spring, 
max 10 on 14-15th May. More widespread E.coast in 
autumn. None reported N.Isles but c15 daily Is of May 
from mid-Sep to Nov, max 20 on 6 Oct, 17-22 Oct & 
4 Nov. 9-17 St.Abbs B 30 Sep, 11 Oct and 7 Nov. 


Dunnock Prunella modularis 

No records of overwintering birds N.Isles. 

First Fair Is early Mar, Shet 2 Apr, Ork early Apr. Only 
1-3 birds Is of May but big influxes N.Isles early Apr: 
38 Shet, including 16 Whalsay, 25 FairIs 6 Apr and 
61 birds at 18 sites Shet & 14 North Ronaldsay Ork 11- 
12 Apr. A birds there few into May. 
Breeding:CBC(+8%F/+5%W),CES(ads+5 %, 
juvs+25%) : Fair Is br5, 2nd-ever, last bred in 1973; 
Ork Sprs Hoy (3), Mainland6 sites (8), TrumlandWood, 
Rousay 8prs (6); P&K stable L.Leven; Cent stable 
Blairdrummond; Loth 30 prs Aberlady (24), 10 Roslin 
Glen (5); Bord stable 7prs St. Abb’s; Clyde 1 Sprs Baron’s 
Haugh (20), 16-18prs Merryton (15). 

Autumn passage: 15 Is of May & 20 St.Abbs B 15 Sep; 
12 Fetlar & 8 Whalsay Shet, 20 Fair Is, 16 N.Ronaldsay, 
20 Barns Ness L, 23 St.Abbs from 2-5 Oct. 

Smaller, local movements, to early Nov. 
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Robin Erithacus rubecula 

More wintered N.Isles - 10 Shet (6), c15 Ork (6). 
Passage Shet & Fair Is 10-12 Mar. Heavy passage 
N. Isles 2-12 Apr: c500 Shet, including 193 Whalsay and 
125 Sumburgh; 350 Fair Is; 213 North Ronaldsay and 
50 Stronsay Ork. Little of note on E coast except max 
50 Is of May 14 Apr. Little passage thereafter. 
Breeding CBC(+22%F/+18%W),CES(ads+24%, 
juvs+20%): Shet none bred; Ork 15prs Hoy (16-18), 
11 OATs Trumland (6); Suth "back to normal" Melvich; 
P&Kstable25prs Vane Farm; Cent 17 Blairdrummond 
transect (+50%); Loth 13 prs Aberlady (10), 33 prs 
Roslin Glen (23) , 4 prs Prestongrange (5); Bord stable 
2 prs St.Abb’s; Clyde 40 prs Baron’s Haugh (30), 13prs 
Merryton (16). 

E.coast influx 10-16 Sep :50 St.Cyrus NE, 15 Denburn 
F, 50 Is of May & 12 St.Abbs B. 

Peak 30 Sep-4 Oct: c200 Shet with 50 Sumburgh and 
24 Whalsay; 150 Fair Is; 90 N.Ronaldsay & 40 Stronsay; 
20 Noss Farm Caith; 40 Ethie Mains, 40 Windyhills & 
40 Easthaven A&D; 30+ Fife Ness F; 70 Is of May; 
30 Barns Ness L; and 66 St.Abbs. 

Some birds penetrated well into W with 30 Merryton & 
26 Bracken Bay Ayr 2-4 Oct. 

Another E.coast influx 9-11 Oct:30 Noss Head Caith, 
15 Rattray NE, 20 Crail F, 100 Is of May & 60 St. Abbs. 


*Red-flanked Bluetail Tarsiger cyanarus 

limm Fair Isle 16 Sep. Third for Fair Isle & 7th for 
Scotland. Last was on Fair Isle 21 Sep 1984. 

Photo British Birds 87:544 & Birding World 6: 350. 


*Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia 

4 spring, none in autumn 

1 singing Helendale Shet 20-23 May; 1N.Ronaldsay 
Ork 21 May; 2 Is of May 27 May, 1 to 28 May. 


*Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos 
1 Errogie I&R 11 Apr was very early. 1 Girdleness NE 
12 May. First for 1&R, 5th for NE. 


Bluethroat Luscinia svecica 

Major falls in mid-May, c120 birds. 

First 1 Fair Is 2 May; 1 Carlinheugh Bay A&D 9 May. 
Main influx 10-12 May on E.coast, 12-15 May in 
N_Isles. 

1 MarybankI&R, 2 St.Abbs B & first singles Is of May 
& Rattray NE 10 May; 3 Rattray and Girdleness NE , 
c15 Is of May 11 May; first birds Ork, 4 St.Abbs & 
singles Fishtown of Usan A&D and Killminning F on 


‘12 May. More birds 13-14 May, peak in S 14-15 May 


with 4 Girdleness, 3 Rattray, 2 A&D, 3-4 Fife, 2 Loth, 
5 St.Abbs with first Shet. 
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Last in S on 16 May then peak in N.Isles on 18-22 May 
when c13 Shet;max 8 Fair Is on 22 May; c18 Ork with 
6 N.Ronaldsay & 7 Stronsay; | Caith and 1 Fife. Later 
singles Is of May 30 May, Fair Is 3 Jun and Girdleness 
10 Jun. 

Totals: Shet 17, Fair Is c30, Ork 18, Caith 1, NE c12, 
A&D 4, Is of May c25, Fife, 7, Loth 1, Bord 8. 

c50 in autumn: 11 Shet, c 25 Fair Is and c16 Ork. 

1-2 daily Fair Is 8 Sep-9 Oct. Singles Stronsay 13 Sep; 
Dunrossness Shet 16 Sep; Is of May on 17 Sep; South 
Ronaldsay Ork 18 Sep. 

Fall 21-30 Sep; 5 Shet, 7 N.Ronaldsay & 4 Fair Is. 
Another 5 singles Shet 3-9 Oct. Last N.Ronaldsay 7 Oct, 
Fair Is 9 Oct with a very late single Stronsay 29 Oct. 


Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochrurus 

1 Portpatrick D&G & 1 Johnscleugh L 12 Mar. 
Influx 31 Mar-7 Apr: 12+ Shet, with 6 Whalsay , 5 Fair 
Is, 9 N.Ronaldsay &5 Deerness Ork with 2 Caith. 
More widespread 10-29 Apr. First NE, P&K, Is of May 
&Fife 10-12 Apr; Bord and M&N 17 Apr; Ayr 25 Apr. 
Mostly 1-2 birds but 3 Craighead Farm F 12 Apr. 
Later scattered singles to mid-Jun with 3 Rattray NE on 
11 May, 2 Fife Ness F 12 May and 2 St.Abbs B 1 Jun. 
June records mostly SE, latest at Barns Ness L 30 Jun. 


Poor autumn:only 4 birds/records Shet, Fair Is, Caith & 
Fife; singles Ork, I&R, NE & Is of May; none SE. 

1 Muckle Flugga Shet & 3 Noss Head Caith 11-12 Sep. 
Movements 30 Sep-6 Oct when 2 Shet, 3 Fife & 1 A&D, 
then 9-12 Oct when 2 Fair Is & singles Ork, Caith, NE 
and Is of May. 

Late birds Eigg I&R 26 Oct, Kilminning F 5 Nov, 
Machrihanish Arg 11 Nov & Waterhead Ayr 15 Nov. 


Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus 

Singles Pitlochry & Killiecrankie P&K on 1 Apr; Bord, 
Cent , D&G ,Is of May & Fife 11-17 Apr; 1&R, Loth & 
Ayr ,Shet, M&N, Arg 20-24 Apr; A&D, Clyde & Suth 
28 Apr-1 May; Caith ,Fair Is & Ork 11-15 May. 

Few birds until c21 Apr but scarce until early May. 
Major fall 10-16 May: 42 Shet, 9 Whalsay & Sumburgh; 
27 N.Ronaldsay Ork; 10 Rattray NE; 15 A&D, max 
6 Mains of Usan ; 48 in Fife, max 15 Fife Ness ; max 
100 Is of May; c30 Bord, max 12 St.Abbs. 
Breeding: CBC (+16%A): M&N 24mm at9 sites, with 
16 Banchor-Drynachan ; P&K 44 at 12 sites, 21prs 
Killiecrankie (16)- 3 prs had MBS 6.8; Cent 40 nests 
Trossachs (33), 215 young (159), MBS of 5.4 (4.8); 
Bord 66 mm at 49 sites; Loth 3 sites; Clyde 7+prs at 
6sites; Ayr 22prs at 15 sites; D&G 34prs Wood of Cree 
(30). | 

Last on territory mid-Aug in Ayr, late Aug P&K and 
mid-Sep in Bord & Clyde. 
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Influx 11-16 Sep :c42 Shet, 9 Whalsay & Sumburgh; 
60 Fair Is; 101 North Ronaldsay & 25 Stronsay Ork; 
11 Noss Farm Caith; 5 Tarbat Ness I&R; 9 Girdleness, 
7 Rattray & 6 Cruden Bay NE; 12 A&D; 8 Fife 
Ness; 150 Is of May; & 25 St.Abbs. 

Last Clyde 17 Sep; Ayr and D&G 19 Sep. 

Movement 29 Sep-6 Oct : c30 Shet, max 10 Whalsay; 
35 Fair Is; 38 N.Ronaldsay and 20 Stronsay; 5 Noss; 
9 Balmedie NE; 9 Fife Ness; 50 Is of May; 11on E.Loth 
coast; and 8 St.Abbs. 

Smaller numbers 8-11 Oct. Last NE 3 Oct; Bord, A&D, 
Loth & Is of May 9-13 Oct; I&R, Fair Is, Ork &Shet 18- 
23 Oct with latest 1 Balcomie Farm F on 30 Oct. 


Whinchat Saxicola rubetra 

1 Foulshiels L 1 Mar - earliest ever for Loth. 

Fairly concise arrival: 1 St.Abbs B 21 Apr; then D&G, 
Arg, Clyde &Ayr 23-24 Apr; P&K, Fife , Loth, Is of 
May & NE 25-28 Apr; 1&R, Cent, A&D &Suth 30 Apr- 
1 May. N & W Isles only reached 8-15 May. 

Mostly 1-3 birds but influx on 11-18 May with 50 Is of 
May; 10 Rattray NE; 17 N.Ronaldsay Ork; 8 Whalsay 
Shet. Small numbers until early June. 

Breeding: I&R 45% drop to 20prs on Eigg croftland; 
Fife 4prs bred; Bord 55 terr at 32 sites; Ayr 70 terr at 
31 sites. Many suffered in poor weather with bird found 
starved to death Ayr, site abandoned Clyde and lowest- 
ever count in site in NE. Breeding in restock forestry 
noted Cent and P&K. 

Passage from mid-Jul. Good autumn fall on 12-16 Sep 
when 30 Fair Is and N.Ronaldsay, 5S Fife Ness, 6 St. Abbs 
as well as 12 inland at Greenloaning P&K on 16 Sep. 
Last Arg & Clyde 25-26 Sep; I&R, Loth, Is of May, Fife 
& Caith3-9 Oct; Bord, Ork 15-16 Oct; Shet 20 Oct with 
latest Fair Is 28 Oct. 


Stonechat Saxicola torquata 

Jan records from Ork, Caith (2), A&D (2), Cent, loth 
and Bord . Fewer in Feb with Ork (2), Loth (2) and Bord. 
Resident further W with increased wintering in D&G.. 
First migrants from Ork 4 Mar; A&D, M&N and Fair Is 
6-8 Mar; Bord 10 Mar; Cent & Caith 13 Mar. 

A few birds to early Jun on Is. of May, Fair Is & Shet. 
Breeding: Further improvement and expansion although 
May snows had impact, especially in SE. 

Ork 109 prs (96); Caith c16 prs (22); I&R 4prs Glen 
Tromie (none in '83); M&N 13prs on coast (16) with 


30 prs inland (14) where only 2prs located 5 years ago; _| 


NE another good year despite some failures due to bad 
weather; A&D 2prs bred on coast; P&K 45prs (36), 
mostly in N& W; Fife 2 prs bred; Loth & Bord only 9 
sites, less proof of breeding; Ayr S6prs at 34 sites, a 


spread since 1992; D&G further expansion, reaching | 


situation of mid-1980s, before the collapse. 


R.D.Murray [Ed] 


As numbers of both breeding and wintering birds 
increase the limits of the autumn movement become 
blurred. Usually 1-3 autumn birds but 9 Turnberry Ayr 
27 Sep was exceptional. 

Hard weather flushed birds out of the hills in Dec with 
12 Brora Suth, 6 Innerleithen B, 4 Caith coast and 
singles in M&N, P&K and NE. 


Eastern Stonechat S.t maura/stejnegeri 

1 in spring, a potential breeder. 

11 in autumn, all N_Isles. 

1 sang Forest of Birse NE 2-23 Jun but was unable to 
attract a mate, even of the British race. 

Singles Whalsay & Toab Shet 25 Sep; Fair Is 29 Sep- 
10 Oct. 1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 4 Oct, another there 8 Oct. 
Another Fair Is & 1 S.Ronaldsay Ork 9 Oct; 1 on Out 
Skerries Shet 9-23 Oct, another Fair Is 10 Oct (now 3) 
& another 1 N.Ronaldsay 12 Oct. 

Last 1 N.Ronaldsay 23 Oct. 


Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 

First 2 Mull of Galloway D&G 9 Mar & 2 Dunduff Ayr 
12 Mar. I&R, Arg, Loth & Fife 14-17 Mar; Bord, Suth, 
P&K, Clyde, M&N, Caith & Ork 21-28 Mar; O.Heb, 
NE, A&D, Fair Is, Shet & Is of May 30 Mar-4 Apr. 
On territory by 10 Apr but falls into May: 20 St.Abbs 
B 12 Apr; 68 N.Ronaldsay ,70 Papa Westray Ork,60 at 
3 sites Bord coast and 50 Aberlady L 22-24 Apr; 110 
Fair Is 30 Apr. 

Widespread fall 11-15 May: SO Girdleness NE, 100 at 
Kinnaber A&D, 24 Fife Ness F, 100-200 daily on Is 
of May; 20 Aberlady, St.Abbs and Barns Ness L. Few 
in W, max 12 Cathkin Braes Clyde 12 May. 


Wheatear 
David Mitchell 
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Breeding: Fair Is 45-SOprs; Ork c26 prs N.Hoy (30) & 
20 prs Papa Westray (26); Clyde 50 prs in Caorann 
survey; Ayr 26 AOTs at 14 sites; Bord 40prs at 23 sites. 
Passage from early Jul. 17 St.Abbs 4 Aug; 15 Is of May 
27 Aug. Influx 10-20 Sep: 107 N.Ronaldsay, 70 Fair Is, 
10 Girdleness and St.Fergus NE, 100 Is of May, 6 Fife 
Ness, 12 Skateraw L and 15 Eyemouth B. 

Last bird A&D Cent in Sep. Is of May, M&N 3-4 Oct; 
Bord, Fife & Caith 8-10 Oct; D&G, I&R, Loth & Suth 
13-17 Oct; Arg & Ork 20 Oct; Fair Is 26 Oct; P&K and 
Shet 27 Oct; 1 N.Craig Res. Ayr 9 Nov. 

1 injured bird stayed N.Ronaldsay 20 Oct-11 Nov. 


Greenland Wheatear 0.0.leucorrhoa 

1 Loth, 2 Clyde on 4 May; 4 Lunderston Bay Clyde and 
2 Ayr 6-8 May; 2 Bord & 1 Ayr 11-13 May; singles Ayr 
& Loth 22 May.1 Jupiter Cent 14 Aug in autum. 


*Pied Wheatear Oenanthe pleschanka 
1 fimm Donmouth NE 8 Oct. 2nd for NE. 


*White's Thrush Zoothera mollissima 
Singles Hirta, St.Kilda OH on 21 Sep & Lerwick Shet 
1 Oct. 4th for Shetland. 


Swainson's Thrush Catharus ustulatus 
1 trapped Holm, Mainland Ork 21 Oct. 
First for Orkney. 


Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus 

1 Montrose gardens A&D 24 Jan was unusual. 

First 1 L.Hope Suth 13 Mar was very early so far north. 
Then 1 Leithen B 27 Mar; Loth 31 Mar; Shet and P&K 
1-2 Apr; Fair Is, I&R 4-7 Apr; NE &Cent 11 Apr; Ayr 
& Ork 22-23 Apr; Arg & Clyde 28-29 Apr. Main arrival 
Moorfoots B 24 Apr. 

Very light passage, 12 N.Ronaldsay Ork & 11 Fair Is 
13 Apron 15 May with 6 Fair Is 16 May; 

Breeding: Ork perhaps bred but only males seen; I&R 
7prs Rum, better numbers Cairngorms corries; P&K 
58 terr at 26 sites with 9prs Upper Glen Almond & 7prs 
Beinn Glas; Bord 18 sites with 30prs; D&G only 1 site 
in Galloway, better number in Dumfries hills. 

Poor autumn.None after Jul inSuth, M&N, O.Heb, Ayr 
and Cent and few from Caith (3 reports), NE, P&K, Arg, 
Clyde and D&G. 

25 Tweedsmuir Hills B 4 Sep & late singles Braco & 
Vane Hill P&K in Oct with 60+ Redcastle 1&R 6 Oct. 
Otherwise coastal passage, mostly 1-2 birds 1-10 Oct 
when max 75 Fair Is 4 Oct; 3 Kilminning F, 41s of May 
& 5 St.Abbs B. 

Last NE, Loth, Shet & Caith 8-12 Oct; P&K, Is of May, 
Fair Is & Clyde 14-18 Oct; Bord 23 Oct; Arg and Ork 
3-4 Nov. Latest 1 St.Andrews F 13 Nov. 
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Blackbird Turdus merula 

Small numbers over-wintered Shet & Fair Is . 

Poor numbers on E.coast with 10 St.Abbs_ B 30 Mar; 
43 Whalsay Shet 4 Apr; 100 Sumburgh Shet 6-12 Apr; 
130 Fair Is on 8 Apr; 140 N.Ronaldsay Ork & 50 Is of 
May 11 Apr; 40 Papa Westray Ork 12 Apr. 
Breeding: CBC (+3%F/+4%W),CES(ads-3%, 
juvs+10%) Shet 2 prs bred; Ork 12prs Trumland (13), 
12prs Herston (20) but 26 young Queenamidda (14); 
P&K ‘good season' Bankfoot; Cent 27% decline Blair- 
drummond transect; Loth 9prs Prestongrange (9), 17prs 
Aberlady (23), 24prs Roslin Glen (20); Bord 5 St.Abbs 
(4); Clyde 13prs Merryton (12-15). 

Light passage from mid-Sep, rarely >100 birds, except 
N.Isles. SO Denburn Wood F 8 Oct; 40 Noss Head 
Caith 10 Oct; 250 N.Hoy Ork on 17 Oct; 1,200 Fair 
Isle & 200 Sumburgh Shet and 75 Inverugie NE 23 Oct; 
450N.Ronaldsay & 95 Barns Ness -Skateraw L 29 Oct; 
50 Laggan Br. Arg 2 Nov; 160 Is of May 3 Nov; 100 
Catfirth Shet and 900 Fair Isle 6 Nov. 

Good numbers Nov-Dec in parts of I&R and P&K. 


*Black-throated Thrush Turdus ruficollis 

lst-w m Fair Isle 11 Oct; Ist-w f Whalsay Shet from 
19-23 Oct. Both T.r.atrogularis 

13th &14th for Scotland. 


Fieldfare Turdus pilaris 

Few Jan-Feb flocks in 100-300 range; but 770 Strathallan 
P&K, 750 Kirkcaldy F & 400 Greenlaw B. 

Lighter passage from early Mar, 880 Sumburgh Shet, 
1000 Fair Is, 1,370 N.Ronaldsay & 800 Stronsay Ork, 
200 Is of May & 600 Moorfoot L 11 Apr; 700 Newmains 
B 18 Apr; c1,500 at 4 sites Bord 22 Apr; 750 Fair Is on 
26 Apr. Few in May, max 170 Watch Water B on 7th. 
Last Ayr, P&K, A&D, NE in Apr. Loth ,M&N Arg & 
Fife 9-16 May; Caith, Shet &Clyde 23-27 May; Fair Is 
&Ork 1-2 Jun. 1 St.Abbs B 11 Jun & 1 Fair Is 23 Jun. 
Breeding: Shet br6 from same site as in'92; 1&R pr bred 
Badenoch & Strathspey with br3 seen another site; 
Bord | alarming 10-18May, not seen later. 

First Shet 17 Aug; Is of May, Fair Is, Ork & Fife 7-10 
Sep; NE, Loth &Bord 20-26 Sep; Ayr & Arg 1 Oct; 
M&N, Caith , D&G, P&K, Clyde & Cent 3-10 Oct. 
Quiet autumn: Few N & E from mid-Sep. 300 past 
Connel Arg 1 Oct. First influx 7-11 Oct: 200 Dale of 
Wells Shet, 162 N.Ronaldsay, 300 Is of May & 220 
Macbiehill B. Further arrivals to early Nov but few 
large flocks, mostly through central and west Scotland: 
1,100 Dalrymple Ayr & 500 Merryton Clyde 17 Oct; 
400 Port Wemyss, Islay Arg, 800 Heads of Ayr Ayr, 
c1,200 Harelaw Clyde & 500 Blairdrummond Cent on 
23-24 Oct; 380 Is of May, 750 N.Ronaldsay and 2,000 
Fair Is 28-29 Oct; 1,100 Aberlady L 1 Nov; with 2,000 
Stronsay Ork 5 Nov. 


Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 

Small numbers reported wintering inland in Shet , Suth, 
M&N , P&K & Bord. First P&K 29 Jan, Bord 2 Feb, 
Clyde 4 Feb, Caith 5 Feb and I&R 8 Feb. Did not reach 
N.Isles until mid-Mar. 

30 Sumburgh and 34 Whalsay Shet, 30 Is of May, 
68 N.Ronaldsay Ork & 100 Fair Is 3-13 Apr. 
Breeding: CBC (+22%F/-2%W), CES (ads+19%, 
juvs+58%). Ork 8 prs Hoy (8), 3prs Trumland, Rousay 
(6); P&K slight increase to 27prs Killiecrankie; Loth 
stable Aberlady (7) & Roslin Glen (8), 4 Prestongrange 
(9); Bord stable St.Abb’s; Clyde stable Baron’s Haugh, 
5 prs Merryton (7). 

Good success Eigg I&R with many 2nd broods. Now 
well established in spruce plantations in Bord and D&G. 
Good passage 28-30Sep:80 Sumburgh, 40 Quendale & 
60 Whalsay Shet; 200 Fair Is; 187 N.Ronaldsay & 60 
Stronsay; 40 Girdleness NE; 500 Is of May; SO Skateraw 
L; 70 St.Abbs B. More birds 2-3 Oct: 110 Sumburgh; 
600 Fair Is; 564 N.Ronaldsay; 50 Noss Caith; 100 
Arbroath A&D; 200 Is of May; and 58 St.Abbs. 
More 8-10 Oct: 400 Fair Is; 219 N.Ronaldsay; 300 Is of 
May. 


Redwing Turdus iliacus 

More than usual mid Jan. Hard-weather movements 
mid- Jan: 50 Patthead F, 50 Penicuik L, 220 Hutton and 
200 Greenlaw B & 54 Rouken Glen Clyde mid-Jan. 
300 Braes of Doune Cent 25 Jan; 150 Knightwood 
Clyde 8 Feb; 180 Dalrymple Ayr 22 Feb. i; 
Movements 13-16 Mar:"large numbers" Eyemouth Bat | | i 
night; 230 Duns and 200 Polwarth B, 70 Inverleith L, | jy 
350 Laurieston & 100 Cree D&G & 100 Pollok Clyde. | ; 
Further passage 11-12 Apr: 300 Sumburgh Shet, 254 a 
N.Ronaldsay Ork; 150 Strathbeg NE; 150 Ruddons Pt, 

F and 50 Is of May. iar 
Last Ayr, D&G, A&D, M&B, Clyde & Ayr 28 Mar- | 
4 Apr; Caith, NE and P&K 11-13 Apr; Is of May 5 May; | N\ 
Arg, Loth & Bord 15 May; Ork & Fife 23-27 May;Shet 

4 Jun; Fair Is 12 Jun. | ae 
Breeding: Shet pr Mainland raised br4 in Junandbri+ | = 
in Jul; Ork pr Stronsay failed; Suth 6 sites in SE, br3 at | yj 
site in N; [&R 11 males at 4 sites, 8 nests; M&N | site; | ji 
NE | singer; Clyde 1 sang Balmaha. ~ 
First Colonsay Arg 27 Aug; D&G, Is of May 3-8 Sep; | (a 
Ork ,Shet, Fair Is & Ayr 10-15 Sep; P&K, Caith, Bord, | Ih 
M&N, Clyde & Loth 20-28 Sep; A&D,Fife and Cent 

2-4 Oct. shy 
Moderate autumn numbers. ih 
Fall 2-3 Oct: 1,000 S axa Vord Shet;2,500 Fair Isle; | - jy 
584 N.Ronaldsay & 500 Stronsay Ork; 500 Balmedie 
NE; 100 Is of May; 150 Arbroath A&D; 100+ Scone 
P&K &135 St.Abbs B. 

Peak influx 8-11 Oct: 300 Out Skerries & SOO Unst 
Shet; 5,000 Fair Is; 830 N.Ronaldsay & 600 St.Ola 


O_O ae 
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Ork; 90 Fife Ness F; 500 Is of May; 900+ St.Abbs and 
200 Barons Haugh Clyde. 

Further waves into late Nov include 350 Arnprior 
Cent & 400 Deils Dyke Ayr 23 Oct; 800 Fair Is 1 Nov; 
500 Gregness NE; 300 Yonderton Clyde 13 Nov; and 
300 Duns B 21 Nov. Possibly more than usual in Dec. 


Mistle Thrush Turdus viscovorus 

7 Glen Quaich P&K and 25 Colonsay Arg 6 Feb were 
the only winter flocks . Usual sprinkling N.Isles, mostly 
late Mar-Apr, with 5 Shet, 5 Fair Is and c 6 Ork. 
Breeding: CBC (+3%F/0%W). 

Dead fledgling Aberdeen NE 27 Apr indicates very 
early breeding. lpr bred Stornoway Woods OHeb. 
Large Aug-Sep flocks mostly in the S: 50 Symington B, 
50 Eskbank L, 50 Cluny P&K, 40 Killiecrankie P&K, 
39 Pirn B, 38 Auldich M&N. Flocks 20-30: M&N (2), 
NE, Clyde (3), Loth and Bord (2). 

Large Oct influx: 20 Thorntonloch L 2 Oct; 3 Shet; 
12 dates Fair Is with 8 on 10 Oct; 4 dates Is of May 
with max 14 on 27 Oct. 


*Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti 

1 dead Leith L 5 Oct was first for Scotland . 

The bird had been ringed on 24 Aug near Calais, France. 
It was killed flying into the windows of the SNH offices! 
Skin lodged in N.M.S collection: NMSZ1993.181 

See Andrews et al, Lothian Bird Report 1993 :120-122. 


*Lanceolated Warbler Locustella lanceolata 

2 reports: 2 Fair Is 17 Sep and 1 first-winter Sumourgh 
Shet 27 Sep. 

6th for Shetland and annual Fair Is since 1984. 


*River Warbler Locustella fluviatilis 
Im Fair Is 25-28 May. 
Ist-w birds Fair Is 26-27 Sep and Out Skerries Shet on 


9-10 Oct. First for Shetland, 7-8th for Fair Isle. 
Photos of Sep Fair Is bird British Birds 87: 551 and Birding World 
T: 193-194. 


*Savi's Warbler Locustella luscinioides 
1 Fair Is 4-6 May. 4th for Fair Isle. 


*Aquatic Warbler Acrocephalus paludicola 
1 Whalsay Shet 20-21 Sep. 4th for Shetland. 


Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia 
Broad-front arrival with first Barjarg D&G, Alemill B 
& Whalsay Shet on 21 Apr; with first Loth, Clyde and 
Ayr 22-23 Apr; Cent, Arg and Fair Is 24-26 Apr; P&K, 
\Mife, Is of May; 28-30 Apr; NE & Caith 1-2 May; M&N 
‘s May; OHeb 23 May. 

ight passage, mostly 1-2 birds, but 12 at 6 sites 
serwick coast B 22 Apr-10 May. 


| 


Breeding: Sites with singing males reported- 


sites mm sites mm sites mm 
Caith Shs Fife Sieh: I&R 29 8 
M&N 5 5 Cent 4 4 Argyll 15 7 
P&K Deal Loth Ie aK) Clyde 39 22 
A&D Sy 2 Bord 15 11 Ayr 80 28 


Highest numbers as always in W, but note declines 
there: 1&R 21mm Insh Marshes (15); Arg Sterr Taynish 
(7); Clyde 2prs Lochwinnoch (4), 3 prs Baron’s Haugh 
(4); Ayr 16 terr Skraes. 

Last Cent 27 Jul; Clyde 6 Aug; Bord 23 Aug; Loth and 
I&R 13-14 Sep. Poor passage: only 2 Shet, 11 dates Fair 
Is & 4 Ork with singles Girdleness & Is of May 4 Oct; 
N.Ronaldsay Ork 7 Oct; and last birds Fair Is and 
Castlesea A&D 10 Oct. Grasshopper Warbler 
Steven Brown 


Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 

First L.Leathan Arg & Ardeer Ayr 18 Apr. Then Loth 
19 Apr; D&G and Clyde 21 Apr; Bord, Caith & Cent 
23-24 Apr; P&K , M&N and NE 27-30 Apr; A&D, Ork, 
Fair Is & Is of May 3-10 May; Shet 15 May. 

Main arrival 23-28 Apr in W but 1-7 May inE then 
15-22 May in N.Isles. Big counts :20 Kinnshinnock 
Ayr 28 Apr; 12 St.Abbs B 1 May; 8 Is of May 12 May; 
9 Fair Is 19 May. 

Breeding: CBC (-17%F),CES(ads-13%, juvs-13%). Ork 
10prs Durkadale (11); 1&R 72+ prs Insh Marshes (145), 
10prs Eigg (14); Loth 9 Tailend (8); 32 Aberlady (31); 
Bord 6 St.Abb’s (6); Clyde 134 prs Lochwinnoch 
(81), 12-15 Baron’s Haugh (15); Ayr 18 Ardeer (10); 
Munnoch 13 (12). Trapping suggests numbers still low 
in NE with poor success of 2nd broods. 

Quiet autumn. Only 4 Shet, 20 dates Fair Is; 6 dates Ork; 
7 birds Is of May; 5 dates St.Abbs. None Caith and Fife. 
Last dates I&R, Cent, A&D 11-18 Aug; Ayr and Loth 
6-9 Sep; D&G, NE, Arg & Clyde 21-26 Sep; Fair Is, 
NE, Is of May & Bord 2-3 Oct; Shet 9 Oct. 

Latest 1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 13 Oct. 
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*Paddyfield Warbler Acrocephalus agricola 
1 Fair Is 31 May with another 8-14 Sep. 
7th & 8th for Fair Isle, 8th-9th for Scotland. 


*Blyth's Reed Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum 
1N.Ronaldsay Ork 19 May. 

Single Ist-winter birds Hirta, St.Kilda OH 4 Oct (died 
7 Oct); Out Skerries Shet 9-15 Oct; Fair Is 22 Oct, later 
seen Sumburgh Shet 23-29 Oct, died. 

9th-12th for Scotland, Ist for spring &1st for OHeb. 


Fair Is-Sumburgh skin now in NMS collection. 
Photo of Ork bird in Birding World 6:178. 


*Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris 

6 in spring, 6 in autumn, including first for NE. 
Singles North Ronaldsay Ork 21 May; Whalsay Shet 
23 May; Is of May 27-28 May; | sang (for 2nd year 
running) Fishtown of Usan A&D 30 May; | trapped 
Muchalls NE 31 May; 1 Nesting Shet 8 Jun. 

1 Fair Is 27-29 Aug; 1 N.Ronaldsay 14-25 Sep, 3 there 
30 Sep-5 Oct. 1 Stronsay Ork 5 Oct. 


Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 

Excellent 22 in spring followed by first mainland 
breeding and an exceptional 185 in autumn. 

1 Mull of Galloway D&G 11 May; 2 sang St.Abbs B on 
14 May; 1| Is of May 17 May; before arrival in N.Isles 
when 8 Shet, 6 Fair Is and 1 Ork 18 May -4 Jun, mostly 
singles except 2 Fair Is 3 Jun. 

Also 1 Muchalls NE 31 May and Is of May 4 Jun. 
Breeding: Bred Stewartry D&G. 4 adults trapped during 
season, one with brood patch. 2 juveniles barely able to 
fly trapped 5 Sep. 

First proved breeding for mainland Scotland. 
Autumn: Aug Aug Sep Sep Oct Oct 
1-15 16-31 1-15 16-30 1-15 16-31 


Shetland 3 13 52 
Orkney - 2 1 40 
Caith = - 1 - 2 
NE+A&D 1 - 25 
Fife+IM - - | 2 26 
SE Scot = e 3 17 


Numbers Fair Is, NE, Is of May, Loth & Bord approximate. 


| Lerwick Shet 3 Sep; 1 Cruden Bay NE 11 Sep. 

1 Caith & 2-3 N.Isles 12-17 Sep. More widespread 
influx 20 Sep. 

Main arrival 30 Sep-10 Oct. Max 7 Dale of Walls Shet, 
7 Fair Is & 101s of May 1 Oct; 5 Barns Ness L 2 Oct; 
19 N.Ronaldsay Ork, 6 Girdleness NE, 7 Fishtown of 
Usan A&D and 8+ St.Abbs B on 3 Oct. Last birds 
mostly 8-9 Oct but I lingered N.Ronaldsay to 12 Oct. 
Unidentified unstreaked Acro Is of May 3 Nov. 
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*Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus 
1Geosetter Shet 22 May. The 9th record for Shet. 
Photo in Birding World 6: 480. 


*Booted Warbler Hippolais caligata 
4 singles at N.Ronaldsay Ork 14 Sep; Sumburgh Shet | 
20-21 Sep, Lerwick Shet 22 Oct-9 Nov and Newtonhill 
NE 23 Oct-19 Nov. The Lerwick bird was trapped and 
showed features of the eastern race H.c.rama. 


First for NE, 3rd-4th for Shet, 14-16th for Scotland. 
Photo British Birds 87:544 and see Osborn (1983) The Shetland 
Hippolais Warbler. Birding World 6: 437-438. 


Icterine Warbler | 

Steven Brown 

*Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina 
16 spring birds, mostly singles S.Ronaidsay & Stronsay) 
Ork 12 May; N.Ronaldsay Ork 16 May; 2 Kergord &) 
1 Brae Shet 20 May; Quendaie and Helendale Shet on) 
21 May; St.Abbs B 24 May; Kergord on 30 May; Fair, 
Is 31 May; 2 Papa Westray Ork 4 Jun; Yell Shet 8 Juni 
Stromness & S.Ronaldsay on 11 Jun. 
20 in autumn: | Wester Ellister, Islay Arg 4-5 Sep was) 
unusual location. 2 North Ronaldsay 9 Sep; 1 Holm &| 
1 S.Ronaldsay Ork 11 Sep; 1 Quendale & 1 Hillwellj 
Shet 14 Sep; 1 Grutness Shet 15 Sep; 1 NRenalga 
29 Sep. 2 St.Abbs B and singles Kilminning F ! Oct 
Denburn F, Girdleness NE & Windyhills A&D 2 Oct 
and Barns Ness L 3 Oct. Further singles N.Ronaldsa 
4 Oct & 5 Oct, Donmouth NE 10 Oct aridNewtoriet , 
NE 24 Oct-10 Nov. |Z 


*Melodious Warbler //ippolats polvglotia 
1 Westray Ork 10 Jun. | Girdleness NE 1 Oct. 
First for NE, 7th for Orkney. 


R.D.Murray [Ed] 
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*Marmora's Warbler Sylvia sarda 

Im St.Abbs B 23-27 May. 

First for Borders & Scotland, 3rd for Britain. 

Photo British Birds 87:555 and Birding World 6:182 & 483. 


*Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans 

8 in spring: 1 Rattray NE 17 Apr; 2 Fair Is on 24 Apr; 
1 L.Eynort, S.Uist OH 9 May; 1 Foula Shet 10 May, 
found dead 27 May; 1 Fair Is 24 May; 1 Quendale Shet 
30 May; | Wester Skeld Shet 14-19 Jun. 

TheS.Uist, Foula & Wester Skeld birds showed features 
of E.race S.c.albistriata. 

Skin of Foula bird now in NMS collection. 


*Barred Warbler Sylvia nisoria 

€36-45 in autumn. 

1 Fair Is 15 Aug. Then gap to first influx 7-18 Sep with 
1 St-Abbs B 7 Sep then 8 Shet, c6 Fair Is and c6 Ork 
during period. 1 Fife Ness F 9 Sep; another St.Abbs & 
1 Noss Head Caith on 12 Sep; 1 Tong, Lewis OH and 
1 St.Cyrus NE 15 Sep; 1 Skateraw L 18 Sep. 

Further arrivals N.Isles 20 Sep-9 Oct:7 Shet, c7 Fair Is 
and several Ork. The latest arrival was a single Unst 
Shet 9 Oct although a bird at Helendale Shet lingered 
8-14 Oct. 


Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca 

First singles Heads of Ayr Ayr & Fair Is 29 Apr. Then 
NE, Loth & Bord 1 May; A&D 2 May; Clyde 4 May; 
Cent &Fife 6-8 May; Ork,Shet &Is of May 10-11 May. 
None Caith, Suth, Arg and OHeb. 

Strong passage on E.coast mid-May. Mostly 1-3 birds 
max 12 St.Abbs B 12 May; 5 Whalsay Shet on 18 May; 
8 Fair Is 19 May; 5 N.Ronaldsay Ork 22 May. 
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Marmoras's Warbler 
Steven Brown 
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Breeding CBC (+15%F) CES (ads+28%,juvs+77%). 
I&R 2 sites; A&D 1 site; Fife 1 site; Loth 11 sites, 
including 19 singers with stable 6 prs Aberlady; Bord 
4 birds at 4 sites; Clyde 3 at 3 sites; Ayr 4 at 4 sites. 
Last in breeding areas from 24 Jul. 

First N.Isles on 29 Jul. Coastal migrants from 8 Aug. 
Peaks mid-Sep and early Oct’but continuous presence 
from c12 Sep-13 Oct. Again mostly 1-2 birds but max 
16 N.Ronaldsay 12 Sep; 6Isof May & 4St.Abbs on 
16 Sep; 4 Whalsay Shet 24 Sep; 5 Fair Is 25 Sep; 9 at 
3 sites A&D 3 Oct. 

A few lingered rather late with last A&D, Loth, Shet & 
Fife 9-10 Oct; Bord 13 Oct; NE &Fair Is 24 Oct;the 
latest at Rendall Ork to 28 Oct. 


Whitethroat Sylvia communis 

First 1 Seafield Pond L 21 Apr. 

Then broad-front arrival on 24 Apr when first birds in 
Shet, Suth, D&G, Ayr, Clyde, Cent & Bord betore first 
M&N, P&K, Arg &Fife 26-28 Apr; NE, [&R and Ork 
6-8 May; Is of May, OHeb, Caith & Fair Is 10-15 May. 
Peak 10-17 May with max 8 Fair Is , 7 N.Ronaldsay 
Ork, 10 Is of May & 12 St.Abbs B. 

Breeding CBC (+23%F/+32%W) CES (ads+19%,juvs 
-21% ): Ork 3 prs ; OHeb bred Stornoway Woods; 1&R 
35 prs Eigg (49 ); Clyde Sprs Baron’s Haugh (6), 4 prs 
Merryton (7); 11 prs Strathclyde Park (+30%); Ayr 111 
AOTs at 60 sites; Bord 84 OATs at 50 sites. 

Poor autumn. 1-2 birds with 4 Wormiston F 4 Oct and 
6 Fair Is the best counts.Last birds P&K and Arg 4 Sep; 
Suth, Cent and Clyde 12-14 Sep; A&D, Loth, Is of May 
2-4 Oct; I&R, Shet, Fife, Caith &Fair Is 10 Oct. 


Latest singles St.Abbs & N.Ronaldsay Ork 13 Oct. 
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Garden Warbler Sylvia borin 

First 1 Skateraw L &Endrick Mouth Clyde 24 Apr; 
D&G, P&K 25 Apr; A&D, Ayr, Bord 29-30 Apr; Cent 
& Fife 3- 4 May; Ork, OHeb 8-11 May; Shet, Suth & 
Fair Is 15-22 May. 

Main arrival slightly late, peaking 13-15 May in the 
S and 19-22 May in N.Isles with max 11 N.Ronaldsay 
Ork; 10 Fair Is; 6 Whalsay & 7 Unst Shet; 4 Is of 
May; 4 St.Abbs B; & 3 Fife Ness F. 

Breeding CBC(F-12%/W-3%),CES(ad+3%, juv+11%) 
I&R 2 sang Ardnamurchan, did not breed; M&N 8 
sang; P&K 20 sites but treated as a ‘poor year’; Clyde 


Blackcap 
Steven Brown 


Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 

Normal wintering numbers: 35 birds, mostly in N & NE, 
dropping, as usual, to 17 by Mar. 

Passage was late. First 1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 31 Mar then 
Ayr, D&G, P&K, Clyde &Is of May 10-12 Apr; Bord & 
Shet 15-17 Apr;A&D, Loth & Fair Is 23-26 Apr. 
Main influx 9-15 May but only singles reported at 
migration points on E.coast. Large numbers only in 
N. Isles 15-23 May, max 6 Whalsay Shet, 4 Fair Is and 
7 N.Ronaldsay Ork. 

Breeding CBC(F+19%/W+5%),CES(ad-4%, juv+5%); 
Caith 2 sites; M&N stable 28prs; P&K 13 sites; Loth 
18 sites held 34 AOTs, best 10 at Roslin Glen; Bord 
107 terr at 61 sites (152 at 104), best 8prs Duns Castle; 
Clyde 139 at 33 sites with stable 40prs Strathclyde 
Park, 28prs Blantyre study area and 6prs Baron’s 
Haugh (6); Ayr 88 AOTs at 31 sites (98 at 29), including 
23 prs Culzean (22). 

Local movements from mid-Jul, peaking Aug with last 
of probable breeding birds in Bord 9 Sep, P&K 11 Sep 
& Clyde 19 Sep. Small numbers on coast in mid-Sep 
peaking 20 Fair Is, 19 N.Ronaldsay & 15 Is of May. 
Influx 1-3 Oct: c140 at4 sites Shet, with at 40 Unst; 
120 Fair Is; 119 North Ronaldsay & 50 Stronsay Ork; 
25 Noss Farm Caith; 14 Balmedie & 12 Drums NE; 
67 Angus coast A&D; 100 Isle of May; 12 Fife Ness F; 
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Scottish Bird Report 1993 
4prs Baron’s Haugh (6); Ayr 65 terr at 29 sites (73 at 24) 


stable 8prs Dalrymple; Bord 95 AOTs at 59 sites(129 | 


at 109). 


Last territorial birds early Jul with first migrants end- | 
Jul. Last Arg 16 Aug; Clyde 22 Aug and I&R 11 Sep. | 


Mid-Sep & early Oct peaks of 20 Fair Is; 10 Is of May; | 
28 N.Ronaldsay; 6 Girdleness NE 8-13 Sep. 15 at3 sites | 
Shet, 15 North Ronaldsay, 7 Foveran NE, 6 Is of May, |) 
14 A&D coast and 6 at 2 sites Bord 1-3 Oct. i 
Last A&D, Caith 3-4 Oct; Bord 8 Oct; Loth, Is of May |) 
10 Oct; Shet 24 Oct;Fair Is 26 Oct with latest S.Ronaldsay | 
Ork 6 Nov. 


34 St.Abbs B. Further arrivals 7-11 Oct included 250 Is 
of May, 10 Denburn F , 9 Peterhead NE, 65 Fair Is & 
23 St.Abbs. Small numbers, some bearing N.European 
rings, continued to appear into mid-Nov. This influx 
was probably responsible for the very much larger thar) 
normal winter population. 


Winter reports: 


Area Jan Feb Mar Nov Dec | 
N.Isles 0 0 1 33 4 | 
N.Scot 10 7 3 26 20 
NE Scot 7 9 8 19 30 
W.Scot 3 2 2 22 22 
E/C Scot 12 5 2 19 15 
SE Scot 4 5 5) 2. 9 
SW Scot 3 1 0 25 22 
Total 1993 39 29 21 156 122 
Total 1992 35 29 14 51 42 | 
Total 1991 14 10 4 46 20 | 
Blackcap wintering in Scotland 
1990-93 
JFM NDJFM NDJFM NDJEM NI 
89-90 90-91 91-92 92-93 93-4 


R.D.Murray [Ed] 


*Arctic Warbler Phylloscopus borealis 

7 singles, all N.Isles: Sumburgh Shet 26 Aug; Fair Is 
1-6 Sep; Fetlar Shet 6 Sep; Fair Is 23 Sep; Scatness Shet 
27 Sep; Northdale Shet 30 Sep-3 Oct; and Dale of Walls 
Shet 1 Oct. 


*Pallas’s Warbler Phylloscopus proregulus 
1 Peterhead NE 8 Oct was the only report. 


Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus 
Singles Strand, Frakkaland & Whalsay Shet 10 Sep. 
Peak N. Isles 25-26 Sep but very few seen on mainland 
although 1 Lochwinnoch Clyde 21 Sep suggests that 
some do filter through. 
Last dates mostly 10 Octin poor weather but later single 
Stronsay Ork 30-31 Oct. 
Arrivals 10-16 17-23 24-30 1-7 8-14 

Sept Sept Sept Oct Oct 


Shetland 3 6 41 22 3 
Fair Isle c3 cl0 c8 8 3 
Orkney 2 1 cll ci 1 
A&D 1 - - 2 1 
Fife - - 1 

Isle of May 1 - 1 1 

Lothian - - 1 - 
Borders - - 1 1 
Clyde - 1 - = - 
Totals 10 18 63 43 9 


*Radde’s Warbler Phylloscopus schwarzi 
1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 3 Oct was the only record. 


*Dusky Warbler Phylloscopus fuscatus 

Singles Voe Shet 3 Oct; Hirta, St.Kilda OH 4 Oct; 
Fair Is 10-11 Oct; Stronsay Ork 10 Oct; Sumburgh 
Shet 25-27 Oct; Quendale Shet 27 Oct; Exnaboe Shet 
on 4 Nov; Sullom Shet 5-15 Nov. 

Record year with 8 reports, continuing gradual increase 
since mid- 1980s. 


No longer the rarity it used to be, the 
frequency of Dusky Warbler in Scotland 

has really increased dramatically in the 10 
last decade. 

The 1976 record at St.Abbs was only the 
fourth for Scotland. Since then the Dusky 
Warbler has become annual, with another 
27 birds turning up. 6 
October, especially the first 10 days, are 

the best time to see Dusky Warbler. To see 4 
them, the best bet must be Shetland which 
leads the rankings with 14, then Fair Is with 
6. The Isle of May and the Borders have had 
a brace each, while Orkney, the Outer 
Hebrides, the North-east and Lothian have 0 
had single reports up to 1993. 


Dusky Warbler in Scotland 1968-93 
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Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix 

First Culzean Ayr & Inversnaid Clyde 21 Apr; P&K 
22 Apr; D&G 25 Apr; I&R and Loth 1 May; Cent & 
Bord 4 May; Suth 9 May; Ork & Is of May 11 May; Shet, 
Fair Is, OHeb & Fife 14-20 May. 

18 E.coast 12-15 May , mainly singles, max 3 St.Abbs 
B 12 May; then 12 Shet, 1 Fair Is & 3 Ork 19-23 May. 
Breeding CBC (W+35%). I&R 6 AOTs (5) Eigg 2prs 
bred; Clyde 26+AOTs (18); Ayr 22 terr; D&G 
recovery to 49prs Wood Of Cree (27); P&K 14 AOTs 
Killiecrankie (20) but less effort; Cent Record number 
of nests Trossachs with high breeding success; Bord 18 
males at 12 sites, stable 3 Elibank & 3 Plora. 

Last record M&N, P&K, Loth & Cent 31 May-S Jul; 
Clyde & Bord 4 Aug; Is of May 13 Aug; Ayr 18 Aug. 
Almost no passage mainland but a good year N.Isles 
mid-Aug to late-Sep: 16 Shet, 13 Fair Is and 8 Ork, max 
3 N.Ronaldsay & 5 Fair Is 13-15 Sep when 1 Caith. 
Last singles N.Ronaldsay Ork 1 Oct & Fair Is 4 Oct. 


Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 

9 wintered: 2 Ork; 1 NE; 1 P&K; 1 Fife; 1 Cent; 1 Bord; 
2 Clyde. 

Early arrival with 1 Balgary D&G 1 Mar with further 
birds D&G 10 &13 Mar. First Fair Is & Ayr 14 Mar; 
Bord, Clyde 21-22 Mar; Arg and I&R 25 Mar; M&N, 


Arrival dates - Dusky Warbler 
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Fife, Cent & Loth 31 Mar; P&K and Shet 3-4 Apr; Is 
of May 10 Apr; OHeb, A&D and Caith 13-19 Apr. 
Majority arrived directly on breeding sites with mostly 
1-2 on coast. Max counts 12 S.Ronaldsay Ork 12 Apr; 
20 Is of May 13-15 Apr; 15 St.Abbs B 20 Apr; max 12 
Fair Is, on several dates. 12 N.Ronaldsay Ork 19 May. 
1 trapped Blantyre Clyde 5 May, resembled a Chiffchaff 
but sang as a Willow Warbler. 

Breeding EBC(F-13%/W-14%),CES(ad+4%,juv 
+34%). Suth more sites than usual; I&R 2 sang Eigg 
(4); 6 sang Rum; M&N 23 sang (19); Clyde 43 AOTs 
(43); Ayr 69 AOTs (117) with 22 Culzean (24); Fife 20 
sites; Loth 1 Bawsinch (3); Bord 47prs at 30 sites (76 
at 51) with 4 Hirsel (7). 

Movements mid-Jul with coastal passage from mid- 
Aug. Light mid-Sep peak, mostly 1-3 birds, best counts 
20 Is of May 9-10 Sep; 6 Fair Is 17 Sep; and 8 St.Abbs 
20 Sep. Last M&N 20 Sep, P&K 29 Sep. 

Later peak with good numbers N.Isles 30 Sep-10 Oct 
with 50 Fair Is, 30 Out Skerries Shet, 21 N.Ronaldsay, 
20 Is of May and 13 St.Abbs. 24 Kergord Shet 24 Oct. 
Last Clyde & Ayr 16-18 Nov. 

Late movement:13 N.Ronaldsay & 10 Quendale Shet 
10 Nov. Last birds Caith & Loth 2 Nov, Bord & Is of 
May 5-6 Nov; Arg & Fife 7 Nov. 

Latest birds: 1 Kirrieroech D&G 3-7 Nov; 2 Carsethorn 
D&G 18 Nov& Shet singles at Scalloway and 
Haroldswick in Nov and at Trondra in Dec. 


Eastern Chiffchaff P.c.abietinus/tristis 

1 Rozelle Ayr Jan-Feb. : 

Singles Loth & Bord 2-3 Oct; 2 Clyde 18 Oct (by calls); 
singles Fife 7 Nov, NE 30 Nov and early Dec. 

Many Shet in late Oct and Nov. 


Willow Warbler Phyloscopus trochilus 

Early arrival. First single Longniddry L 27 Mar; Ork, 
Ayr and D&G 1 Apr; NE, Fife, Clyde & Bord 4-8 Apr; 
Cent, Arg, P&K,1I&R 10-12 Apr; A&D, OHeb & Caith 
15-16 Apr; Is of May, Ork & Fair Is 20-25 Apr. 

Very thin passage, first peak 20-22 Apr inS, when max 
30 St.Abbs B 21 Apr. Main peak 11-22 May when best 
counts 22 N.Ronaldsay Ork, 100 Rattray NE, 30 Is of 
May, 20 St.Abbs but only 11 Fair Is . 

Last Fair Is 15 Jun but 5 St.Abbs 20 Jun may have been 
early failures on move. 

Breeding CBC(F-5%/W+8%),CES(ad+9%, juv+ 10%). 
Ork 4prs bred Hoy, 4prs Tumland Wood, Rousay; 
I&R increase Eigg; Clyde 10% increase Strathclyde 
Park, 20prs Baron’s Haugh (25), 7 prs Merryton (17); 
Ayr 17 Culzean (17); P&K 68 Vane Farm (66); Cent 
19 broods Howierig; Loth 12 Tailend (16), 6 Roslin 
Glen (4), 27 Aberlady , 16 Prestongrange (12). 

Poor season in S, perhaps associated with May snows: 
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Bord only 45% trapped Alemill Jul-Aug were juvs 
(65% in'92), also poor post-breeding numbers Melrose 
B and Kirriereoch D&G. Also early passage noted on 
11 days Is of May in Jul while early 15 Midross Clyde, 
10 St.Abbs on 18 Jul with 30 there 4 Aug. 

Exit of Scottish birds 10-17 Sep when many last local 
birds and 20-30 widespread in N. Isles with 250 Fair Is, 
177 N.Ronaldsay, 30 Balcomie F, 150 Is of May and 
25 St.Abbs. Few later passage birds except 1-4 Oct 
when 18 Whalsay & 16 Unst Shet, 13 N.Ronaldsay 
with 1-4 birds Caith, M&N, A&D, Fife, Clyde, Loth and 
Bord 1-10 Oct. 

Later singles Shet (4), Ork and M&N to 26 Oct but 
singles L.Eye I&R to 7 Nov; Ardgay Suth 14 Nov; and 
Girdleness NE 17-18 Nov were exceptional. 


Goldcrest Regulus regulus 

No suggestion of wintering Shet but c11 seen Ork. 
First passage Shet 13 Mar; Caith & Ork 13-14 Mar; 
Bord 21 Mar. 33 St.Abbs B 26-27 Mar; 20 Deerness & 
max 66 N.Ronaldsay Ork on 1-2 Apr; 30 Sumburgh, 
15 Fetlar & 11 Whalsay Shet on3 Apr; 25 Fair Is 7 Apr; 
15 St.Abbs 8-19 Apr; 30 Is of May 15 Apr. 
Breeding CBC (F+65%/W+69%). 

Shet 1 Kergord 12 Jun; Ork 13prs Hoy (10 ); Suth 
fairly high numbers in SE; P&K stable 7prs Vane Farm; 
Cent stable 2prs Blairdrummond; Clyde 10 prs Baron’s 
Haugh (6), 2 Merryton (3). 

Passage Is of May from 20 Aug with local movements 
in S: 30 Dowlaw B, 30 Is of May, 40 St.Abbs & 20 Mull 
of Galloway D&G 11-23 Sep. 

More widespread passage from 28 Sep-11 Oct, peaking 


2-3 Oct when ‘hundreds’ Dunrossness Shet; 300 Fair Is; | 
239 N.Ronaldsay, 200 Stronsay & 100 North Hoy Ork; | 


100 Noss Caith; 200 Balmedie NE; 200 W. Seaton, 


200 Ethie Mains & 100 Windyhills A&D; 30 Fife Ness | 


F; 150 Is of May; 50 Barns Ness L; 350 St.Abbs; and 
50 Barons Haugh Clyde. 


Smaller movements 9-10 Oct, max 150 Is of May and | 


28-29 Oct (only N.Isles), max 40 N.Ronaldsay. 


*Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus 


10 singles: Lerwick Shet 23-25 Sep; Fetlar Shet 6 Oct; | 


Nigg I&R 3 Oct; Collieston-Whinnyfold NE 4 Oct; 
Melvich Suth 18 Oct; Eigg [&R 29 Oct; Kildary I&R 


6 Nov; Logie Hill 1&R 21 Nov; Edinburgh L 28 Nov; | 


& Tayport F 28 Dec. Excellent autumn-winter. 


Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 
First 1 Little Dunkeld P&K 25 Apr; Loth 28 Apr; Ayr | 


&Clyde 3-4 May; Is of May & Bord 6-7 May; Caith, | 
Arg, A&D, Ork, Fair Is & Fife 9-11 May; D&G, I&R | 
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and M&N 13-16 May; Suth & OHeb 22-23 May. 
General arrival 12-18 May in S, 16-24 May inN. Usual 
poor passage numbers; max 3 Is of May, Denburn 
Wood F & St.Abbs B 12-19 May; 7 N.Ronaldsay Ork 
15 May & 9 on 23 May; 30 Shet 18-24 May with max 
3 Whalsay; 15 Brora Suth 22 May; 16 Fair Is 1 Jun. 
1 dead Cairngorm plateau M&N 26 May. 

Breeding CBC (F-24%/-36W%).Breeding numbers 
reported as scarcer in Suth, I&R, NE, P&K, A&D and 
Fife but normal in SE with increase L.Ken D&G. 
Local movements from early Aug with first 3 Is of May 
& 9 St.Abbs 4 Aug. Latest local birds early Sep. 
Passage peak 10-14 Sep:40 widespread Shet 8-17 Sep, 
max 10 Dunrossness Shet; 12 Fair Is; 19 N.Ronaldsay 
& 6 Stronsay Ork; 8 Fife Ness F ;& 14 St.Abbs. 
Later peak 28 Sep-3 Oct when 30 Shet, max 3 Whalsay; 
15 Fife Ness/Crail F; 9 A&D coast and 4 Is of May & 
St.Abbs. 

Last D&G, Cent, Suth & Caith 11-14 Sep; then Clyde 
20 Sep; Is of May, A&D and Fife 2-3 Oct; Bord & Fair 
Is 4-5 Oct; Loth, Ork & Shet 8-10 Oct. 

Latest 1 Stornoway Woods OHeb 31 Oct. 


Verditer Flycatcher Muscicapa thalassina 

1 Denburn Wood F 3 Oct. Photo Scottish Birds 17(2). 
Another E.Asian escape that first caused palpitations 
and then acute disappointment to the finders. 


*Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva 

1 in winter, 1 in spring & 25 autumn, all single f/imm 
unless stated otherwise. 

1 Inverie, Knyodart 1&R 20 Mar was exceptional date. 
1 Norwick Shet 15 May, the only spring report. 
Singles Rattray Head NE 10 Sep; Barns Ness L & Fair 
Is 14 Oct, another Fair Is on 19 Sep;Geosetter Shet on 
20 Sep; Stronsay Ork & Fair Is 29 Sep. 

Main influx with singles Noness, Geosetter & Hoswick 
Shet; Fair Is; Tarbet Ness I&R; Rattray Head (1m); 
Windyhills A&D; Is of May; Kilminning , Craighead 
(1m) & Balcomie Farm F 1-7 Oct. 

Later singles Fair Is &N.Ronaldsay Ork 9-10 Oct; Fair 
Is, N.Ronaldsay (2) & Stronsay Ork 27-30 Oct with 
latest bird Sullom Shet 5-6 Nov. 


Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca 

First singles were very early at Darvel Ayr & Wood of 
Cree D&G 13 Apr; then Clyde &Bord 15-18 Apr; P&K 
24 Apr; Cent 30 Apr; Shet & Is of May 5-6 May; I&R, 
Fair Is & Ork 9-10 May; Caith, Fife & Loth 11-13 May; 
OHeb 16 May. None A&D. 

5 Is of May 10-13 May; 6 Wormiston F & 10 St.Abbs 
_ B14 May; 33 Shet 15-25 May, max 3 both Kergord & 
_ Helendale; max 2-3 Fair Is & 3 Ork same period with 
5 Coldingham L. B 25 May. 


35 

Breedin MBS MBS 
Nest-box schemes mm nests juvs 1993 1992 
Aviemore I&R 4 3 13 4.33 - 
Trossachs Cent ? 58 291 5.02 5.76 
Killiecrankie P&K 7 13 52 4.73 6.57 
Inversnaid Clyde* ? 23 9 0.69 0.50 
Tarbert Clyde 15 10 66 6.60 5.40 
Sallochy Clyde 14 5 20 4.00 6.64 
Comer Clyde 4 4 19 4.75 

Glentrool D&G 15 15 i) 6.00 6.20 


*intense predation by Pine Marten at Inversnaid 

Arg 13prs in boxes; Ayr 15prs,6 at Darvel; D&G 
52 nests Wood of Cree, 23 nests Brough Wood. 

No breeding season reports M&N, NE, A&D, Fife & 
Loth. Only 6 sites Bord where no proof. 

Local movements from mid-Aug. No last reports from 
breeding areas. Passage peak 10-15 Sep when8 Kergord 
& 6 Helendale Shet; 12 Fair Isle; 24 N. Ronaldsay and 
9 Stronsay Ork; 3 Noss Head Caith; 3 Tarbet Ness 
I&R; 19 NE coast, max 8 Cruden Bay; 20 Isle of May; 
5 St.Abbs & 4 Dowlaw B. Smaller widespread arrival 
30 Sep-3 Oct but only 1-2 birds. 

Last birds Is of May 2 Oct; Caith, Fife & Bord 3 Oct; 
Loth 6 Oct; Fair Is 8 Oct; Ork, NE and A&D 10 Oct. 
Latest 1 Helendale Shet 11 Oct. 


Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus 

Breeding CBC(F+6%/W-4%),CES(ads+39%, 
juvs+4%). Late movements of '92 left 7 Stornoway 
Wood OH until 10 Jan & 4 Hoy Ork to 3 Mar. 

Max flocks numbers: <15 in Caith & Cent; 15-25 in NE, 
P&K, A&D, Suth, Clyde & Fife; 26-40 in Ayr & Loth. 
Biggest flocks: 50 St.Boswells B in Feb; 45 Mundole 
M&N in Jun; &50 Rum I&R in Oct. 


Long-tailed Tit 
Andrew Dowell 
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*Marsh Tit Parus palustris 

CBC (W+6%) Loth 1 at feeder Innerwick Nov-Dec 
was only report. Bord Seen 9 sites in breeding season: 
3prs Newtown Glen, 2prs Duns Castle and Pease Bay; 
also 5 sites outwith breeding season. 


Willow Tit Parus montanus 

CBC (A-29%) Clyde 2prs Strathclyde Park & Ipr 
Harthope in breeding season - also seen Baron's Haugh 
(max 3) & Merryton (1) outwith breeding season; Ayr 
brS Glenbuck with 2 Dalrymple & 1 Craigengillan in 
breeding season, also seen Bogton Moss & Caponacre; 
D&G 3prs Moss of Cree, present Wood of Cree, with 
1 Kirriereochin Oct; Bord 1 built nest Duns Castle, seen 
Gordon Moss in Feb, St.Abbs in Aug and Hirsel in Oct. 
1 trapped Alemill in Aug. 


1 northern P.m.montanus Glen Esk A&D 4 Dec. 
First for Angus since 1949. 


Crested Tit Parus cristatus 

I&R Above average numbers Abernethy Reserve; 3prs 
in boxes Drumguish,18 hatched from 19 eggs; br3 
Novar. Also seen Tromie Bridge& Rheindown Wood in 
breeding season. Best count was 7 Badan Dubh in Nov. 
M&N 7prs in boxes Culbin Forest average clutch 6.0 
(5.5) & MBS 5.3 (4.5). 2 Hill of Delnapot 17 Jul. 


Coal Tit Parus ater 

36% increase Jan point counts Galloway Forest D&G. 
100% increase trapped birds Golspie Suth included 
recoveries of 25km and 50 km, the previous Scottish 
record being <10km. 50 Colonsay House Arg in Feb 
and 60+ in foraging flock Glen Lyon P&K in Mar. 
Breeding CBC (F +2%/W-9%): OHeb spectacular 
increase Stornoway Woods, 3prs Aline Plantation; 
Clyde 10prs Baron’s Haugh (6); M&N 6 prs at Culbin 
(5) had MBS of 5.7 (7.8) and 2 prs at Lossie (S) MBS of 
9.0 (7.0). 

Passage birds noted St.Abb’s B 19 Jul-20 Oct, max only 
11 on 2 Oct. 60 Bavelaw L 6 Aug & 60 in 2 flocks 
Inchcailloch Clyde 10 Sep. 

2 Hoy Lodge Ork 21 Sep, 1 still there 9 Oct. 

11th record for Ork, first since 1988. 


Blue Tit Parus caeruleus 

1 Kirkwall Ork 20-22 Mar, the only N.Isles record. 
77 handled Craigurd garden B 31 Jan; 114 ringed 
Queensferry L 31Jan-28 Mar.. 

Breeding CBC (F+5%/W-5%), CES ads+9%, juvs+7%) 


Nest-box schemes MBS MBS 
Nests Young 1993 1992 

Lossie Forest M&N - 24 122 5.10 

Culbin Forest M&N 8 45 5.60 

Killiecrankie P&K 14 170 6.58 

Glen Trool D&G ? ? 8.20 8.80 
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Mostly stable numbers Loth 21prs Roslin Glen (20), 
6prs Prestongrange (5); Bord 2prs St.Abbs (0); Clyde 
stable Baron’s Haugh, 13-15 prs Merryton (11); P&K 
{Sprs Vane Farm (22). 

Caith only 67% fledging success Reay; good success 
noted Blairgowrie P&K, Trossachs Cent & 
Longformacus B. 

Daily St.Abb’s B 30 Sep-9 Oct, max 24 on 3 Oct. 


Great Tit Parus major 

Shet: singles Yell 10-11 Apr & 1 Mossbank 10 Oct, 
with 2 Lerwick 14 Oct to 1994. 1 Is of May 12-21 Apr. 
BreedingCBC (F+13%/W+15%), CES (ads+9%, 


juvs+13%) . MBS MBS 
Nest-box schemes Nests Young 1993 1992 
Lossie Forest M&N 14 57 4.10 - 
Culbin Forest M&N 9 35 3.90 
Killiecrankie P&K 20 98 4.93 - 
Glentrool D&G 2 7.00 7.80 


P&K large drop to 6prs Vane Farm (12); Loth stable 
14prs Roslin Glen & 4prs Aberlady; Clyde stable 10prs- 
15prs Baron’s Haugh and 10 prs Merryton; D&G big 
increase Glen Trool & Wood of Cree (33prs); 


Passage: Low max 7 St.Abbs B on 30 Sep; 1 Isof May | 


15 Oct and 1 Canna I&R 16 Oct. 


Nuthatch Sitta europaea 


Bord 2prs seen building Hirselin Apr; prnested Floors | 
Castle, Kelso; 1 seen Longformacus garden 19-21 Apr | | 
(also there Apr 1986, suggesting a hidden local | | 


population). 1 calling Abbotsford 28 Jun. 
D&G 1 Hoddam, Annan 15 May. 


Treecreeper Certhia familiaris 

Breeding CBC (F-4%/W+10%), CES +4% juvs: OHeb 
single prs Stornoway Woods & Garynahine; M&N 3prs 
in nest-boxes Culbin, MBS 3.3; I&R 4-Sprs Eigg (7), 
only 2prs raised 3 young; P&K min 16prs Killiecrankie 
(13); Loth 3prs Roslin Glen (1); Clyde stable 6 prs 
Baron's Haugh; 4prs Merryton (3). 

10 Newtown Glen B 19 Feb was largest count. 


1Canna Arg 12 Jul, 1 Is of May 13 Jul where unusual. | 
Shet singles Lerwick 27 Sep & Whalsay 2.Oct & Fetlar, 


3 Oct with 1 Fair Is 30 Sep. 
1 Amhuinnsuidhe, Harris OH 30 Oct 


Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus 

Exceptionally poor year, only 5 reports. 

1 Taynish Arg 14 May. Then 4 singles Shet at Kergor 
20-21 May, Tresta 23 May, Helendale 25-29 May an 
Aithsetter on 27 Jun. 


*Isabelline Shrike Lanius isabellinus 
1 Fife Ness F 4-9 Nov. First report for Fife. 
Photo: cover 1993 Fife Bird Report & centrefold 1994 Fife Birc 
Report 
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*Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 

c&1 birds in spring. First single Fair Is 7 May. Influx 
10-15 May on E.coast when 5 in NE, 5 Fife & singles 
Shet, Ork, Caith, I&R & Bord. 

Mostly N.Isles 17-23 May when 17 Shet, 1-5 daily Fair 
Is and 8 Ork. Further E.coast arrival 27 May-6 Jun when 
2 Is of May and singles Shet (2), I&R, A&D, Bord (2) 
and Moffat D&G. 


May-Jun '93 May June 
1-10 11-20 21-31 1-10 11-20 21-30 

Shetland 0 12 9 1 1 1 
Fair Isle 1 Ul ? ? 0 0 
Orkney 0 9 2 2 0 0 
N.Scotland 0 2 1 0 0 0 
NE Scot 0 5 2 1 0 0 
S&SE.Scot 0 6 3 3 1 0 


Quiet autumn, only 11 reports: Singles Abernethy I&R 
in Sep withinflux mid-late Sep when singles Kilminning 
F 16 Sep; Scatness Shet, Stronsay Ork & N.Ronaldsay 
Ork 20-22 Sep; Unst Shet & Aberlady L 24-25 Sep; 
Foula Shet 27 Sep; Is of May 30 Sep. 

2 late singles Barns Ness L 10 Oct & Fair Is 8 Nov. 


"Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor 

| Fair Is 12-14 May. 

|Norwick Shet on 30 Sep, moving to Skaw 1 Oct and 
Northdale 3 Oct. 
Se 
Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor 

Winter 92/93: 1 Little Knox Farm D&G 31 Jan, possibly 
same bird Troston D&G 7 Feb-7Apr; 1 Glen Doll A&D 
3 Feb. 
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Excellent spring, at least 19 birds in Apr. Singles 
N.Ronaldsay Ork 1 Apr & 5 Apr; Whalsay Shet 3 Apr, 
another there 7 Apr; 1 Fair Is 5 Apr; further singles 
N.Ronaldsay 10 & 11 Apr with 2 on 12 Apr; 1 Burray 
Ork 11 Apr; 1 Fair Is 11 Apr with 2 there 12 Apr; Is of 
May 12 Apr; S.Ronaldsay Ork , Stenness Ork , New 
Gilston F 13-15 Apr; Rannoch P&K 18 Apr; South 
Ronaldsay 20 Apr; Stronsay Ork 24 Apr; and 1 Duart 
Bay, Mull Arg 25 Apr. Further singles N.Ronaldsay on 
8 May &Hoy Ork 11 May. 

Only 3 in autumn: singles Fetlar Shet 29 Sep; Quendale 
Shet 3 Oct; Sumburgh Shet 9 Oct with same bird 
Dunrossness Shet 11 Oct; 

Winter singles Dunheugh D&G 1 Nov; Carron Valley 
Cent 6-7 Nov; Burghead M&N late Nov; Nesbister 
Shet 3 Dec; Innerleithen B 10 Dec into 1994. 


*Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator 
1 Cairncross B 24 May. 2nd for Borders. 
1 Burravoe, Yell Shet 1-3 Oct. 


Jay Garrulus glandarius 

CBC (F-7%/W-6%). 

Further signs of range consolidation and expansion 
away from mainrangeinE/C Scotland. Breeding proved 
in Fife and likely in M&N. Expansion noted Dee & 
Donside in NE while gaps within the range appeared to 
being filled in Bord & possibly Cent. 

Non-breeding season reports I&R and parts of Loth 
may refer to colonising birds from neighbouring areas. 
Best counts from 12 Howierig Cent during Jul and 
7+Bimam Hill P&K in Oct. 
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Magpie Pica pica 

CBC (F-7%/W+9%). Further piecemeal expansion on 
fringes of range although some stagnation of spread 
noted in parts of A&D and Loth. 

Consolidation Braco-Gleneagles P&K, site now 
showing the bulk of P&K reports; range filling seen in 
parts of Clyde and Forres M&N; still regular Melvich 
Suth. Single bird resident Broubster Caith may represent 
new expansion 

Largest counts include 52 Calderpark Zoo, Glasgow 
Clyde in Jan; 30 Glengarnock Ayr in Feb; 200 Banchory 
NE in Apr; 72 leaving roost Pollok Park Clyde in Nov; 
and 30 Duddingston L in Dec. 


Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax 

Arg Islay - 41 nests visited, 9 unoccupied: 32 active 
sites, 1 was deserted & 8 lost eggs or young; outcome 
unknown at one but 21 sites fledged at least 1 young. 
54 young fledged, MBP 1.70r MBS 2.5 , about average. 
Survival was probably poor with only 29 of the young 
being sighted in June and only 18 by December. 

4 breeding pairs studied in detail since 1992 show 
survival rates that suggest that recruitment levels are too 
low to make up for adult mortality. 

Scottish Chough Study Group, Earthwatch. 

Largest flock: 42 Kilchoman in Jul & Ardnave in Oct. 
Colonsay 12prs (9) fledged 10 young; Mull lpr bred 
unsuccessfully. No reports from Jura. 

D&G 1 pair Wigtownshire fledged 2 young. 

1 Crail F 7 Feb may have been the same individual seen 
in 1990- 2nd Fife report this century. 


Jackdaw Corvus monedula 

Limited passage noted N. Isles, mostly March-May, less 
strongly in autumn. 

Breeding: CBC (F+5%/W+4%): Ork possible decline 
Stronsay, may have bred Noup Head on Westray; I&R 
stable 1Sprs Eigg; Bord c20prs nesting inrabbit burrows 
on banks of Tweed at Birgham. 

Massive roosts counts at The Knock, Crieff P&K where 
13,000 in Jan and 17,500 in Oct; 5,000 Alford NE in 
Nov-Dec; 2,000 Monkton Ayr in Dec. 

Elsewhere flocks of 2-300 were deemed exceptional. 
1 Saltcoast & Barassie Ayr in Nov & Dec showed 
features of Scandinavian race C.m.monedula. 


Rook Corvus frugilegus 

Shet 21 nests Kergord (24), MBS 2.0 (1.7) ; OHeb 
115 nests Stornoway (115) halts decline there; NE 
Udny Wood colony shows 17% drop since '92 and 39% 
since '91; Bord 25 colonies counted: 9 new, 6 increases, 
7 declines & 3 were stable. 


Scottish Bird Report 1993 


High mortality amongst large young noted Loth. 
Counts: 10,000 Lady Mossroost B & 4,000 The Knock, 
Crieff P&K, both Jan; 15,000 roostingAlford NE & | 
Ladykirk-Monkton Ayr in Nov-Dec; 
Usual spring birds Shet (9 records) & Fair Is (14 dates) 
but fewer in autumn, 5 records & 1 date respectively. 
Rook 
Andrew Dowell 
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Carrion Crow Corvus corone 


Carrion C.c.corone Shet 1 resident Boddam, otherwise) 
8 spring & 4 autumn records; Fair Is no reports; Ork| 


3 birds bred, all paired with Hoodies; Suth further 
consolidation of range on E coast. 
669 Pollok Park Clyde 3 Feb and 130 L.Faskally P&K 
5 Dec were best counts. 
Hooded C.c.cornix Scattered reports in S: Clyde on 
Ayr (4), D&G (4), Fife (2), Loth (4) & Bord (1) with 
hybrids noted Clyde (11), Ayr (6), D&G (3), P&K (7) 
Loth(9) & Bord (2). 
Fair Is 2prs bred unsuccessfully; Ork 17prs N.Hoy 
(15); Sprs (4) Trumland Reserve, Rousay; Suth 
increasingly restricted to high tops in SE. 


Raven Corvus corax 


Breeding: 

Area Sites Occup. Sites Fate Nest Young 
checked sites Failed ??? success MB 

Fair Isle - 3 1 - 2 ? 

Orkney - 52 21 8 23 56 2.4 

I&R, Figg 8 8 l - 7 21 34 


Arg, Tiree 6 6 ? 9 


: 


? x 
Colonsay 9 9 ? z Bie 30) 
Central 13 12 3 3 18/6 
Perth&K 20 a i : 11 19 
4 


Ayrshire 10 10 6 15 
Fife: pr Lomond Hills Oct-Dec, no evidence of breedin 
Loth pr+br3, first successful breeding since 1976; Bor 
2-3prs Berwickshire coast; min 8 breeding season repor 
in Bord hills; D&G increasing numbers and spread "4 
farmland and low ground. 
Shet max count 93 Sullom in Oct; Ork roost 89 St. 0 
in Apr; Arg max 60 Coile na Dalach, Islay in Mar; 7 
main roost shifted, max 166 in Dec. 
Bird ringed in Shet recovered Magnus oil platform 
sea in Aug, released Rattray area NE. 


oN Fwy 


| 
| 


R.D.Murray [Ed] 


Starling Sturnus vulgaris 

Winteroosts: 2,000 roost nr Wick Caith 4 Jan; 16,000 
Glasgow Clyde 26 Jan, max18,0009 Mar; 4,000 Irvine 
Ayr Jan-Mar; 2,000 Ardnave, Islay Arg in Mar. 
Migrant flock: 350 Fair Is 9 Apr. 

Breeding CBC (F-1%/W-4%): I&R 40 prs Eigg but 
fewer juvs than in last 2 year; D&G disappeared as 
breeding bird Wood of Cree & Kirriereoch. 

Juvenile flocks: 1,500 Bemersyde B 8 Jun; 300 L.of 
Kinnordy A&D 9 Jun but 1,000 there by 1 Jul. 

2,500 N.Ronaldsay Ork in Sep; 6,000 roosted Perth 
P&K in Oct; 10,000+ Glasgow in Oct; 10,000- 12,000 
Ayr Ayr Oct-Nov; max 7,000 Laurieston D&G in Nov; 
11,000 Methlick NE in Dec 


*Rose-coloured Starling Sturnus roseus 

1 juv Sumburgh Shet from 6-30 Oct; 1 juvy Newburgh 
NE 24-27 Oct. 

Photo Sumburgh bird British Birds 87:557. 


House Sparrow Passer domesticus 

Breeding CBC (A-16%): "Very few" Dunkeld P&K, 
"much less common" Cambuslang, Glasgow Clyde; 
2prs Vane Farm P&K (3) and 10prs Holland, Papa 
Westray Ork. 

Flocks: 300 N.Ronaldsay Ork 6 Mar; 250 Sinclairston 
Ayr 15 Aug; 250Crail F 25 Aug; 310 N.Ronaldsay on 
10 Sep; 300 Monkton Ayr 4 Sep; 150 Exnaboe Shet on 
15 Sep; 120 Fair Is 30 Sep. 


*Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis 

1 ad m N.Ronaldsay Ork 11-18 Aug. 

The first record for Orkney and Scotland. 

See Duncan et al (1993) The Spanish Sparrow in Orkney Birding 
World 6: 309-311. Photo:: British Birds 87:557 . 


Tree Sparrow 
Steven Brown 
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Tree Sparrow Passer montanus 

Breeding CBC (F-2%): Caith pr raised 2 broods Olrig 
nestbox; M&N 1 nestbox brood +3 natural sites; I&R 
new colony establish at Arabella; P&K Blairgowrie 
study - 78 young(102), with only a single 3rd brood; 
Cent 1st report from Cambus area, also bred Trossachs 
where unusual; Clyde 14 prs Dungavel boxes (14) 
where breeding season "hopeless" with only 20 chicks 
fledged. Ayr "marked decline" suggested from Tetrad 
Atlas returns. Scanty reports elsewhere. 

Jan-Mar flocks: 170 Newmains B, 84 Kennetpans Cent, 
80 W.Fenton L, 60 Tarradale 1&R, 60 Coble Shore F, 
60 Clatto Res. F 60 Carsehead P&K,47 Newtongrange 
L, 40 Netherbyres B, 30 Mossbog Ayr, 30 Boghead 
Clyde. 

70 Laurencekirk NE, 50 Chapel L, 40 Easter Kilwhiss 
F, 42 Newmainws, 40 Skinflats Cent, 30 Muirton 
MA&N, 30 Linwood Clyde in Sep-Dec. 

Migrants: Fair Is 13-31 May, max 5 on 22 May. 


Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 

Fewer huge flocks and large flocks generally smaller 
than 1992. Jan-Mar flocks: 1,500 Laigh Grange Ayr; 
1,000 Blackford P&K; 800 Moffat D&G; 700 Balloch 
P&K, 640 Rafford M&N; 600 at Corrary, Islay Arg; 
580 Whitfield B; and S00 at Arnprior Cent, uiestoue 
D&G, Gladhouse L & Burghead M&N. 

Flocks of 200-400: Caith (2); P&K (5); Cent (1); Clyde 
(2); Ayr (3); Loth (2); Bord (3). Latest flocks: 400 Glen 
Tanar NE 8 Apr & 1,000 Yarrowford B 11 Apr. 

Poor passage; max 10 Is of May, 30 Fair Is, up to 5 at 
24 sites Shet, max 20 Sumburgh & Geosetter and max 
36 N.Ronaldsay Ork, peaking 7-14 Apr. 


Breeding CBC (F+1%/W+1%), CES (ads +13%, juvs 
-10%): Shet single prs Kergord, Helendale & Fetlar but 
no proof; Ork 15 AOTs Hoy (14), 10prs Trumland, 
Rousay (9); [&R slight decline Eigg CBC but "fairly 
large numbers raised"; P&K 76 prs Vane Farm (68); 
Loth 48prs Roslin Glen (47), 40prs Aberlady (50), 9prs 
Prestongrange (12); Bord 9prs St.Abbs (10); Clyde 
30-40 Baron's Haugh (40-50), 25-27prs Merryton (28). 
Cent 14 registrations per km on Blairdrummondtransect, 
up 60% on 1992. 


Poor passage N.Isles, 40 Wester Quarff Shet, 50 Fair Is 
and 43 N.Ronaldsay Ork , mostly early Oct . 

Few big flocks, mostly from late Nov, peaking Dec: 
1,000 Newtonmore I&R; 1,000 Blackstoun Mains 
Clyde; 940 Rafford M&N; 700 Laggan Arg; & 550 
Ardmore Clyde. 

Flocks 400-500 - M&N (2), P&K (2), Fife (1), Loth (3), 
Bord (1); 200-400: Caith (2); P& K (1); Cent (1); M&N 
(2); Loth (1); Bord (3); Ayr (1), D&G (1). 
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Brambling Fringilla montifringilla 

Good winter-more widespread with many smaller flocks, 
esp in S, the big flocks in SE rather than P&K 

400 Cobbinshaw L, 300 Balerno L & 300 Innerleithen 
B in Jan; 1,100 Eddleston B, 900 Whitfield B, 300 
Kildalloig Arg, 300 Holywood D&G, 250 Kilwinning 
Ayr in Feb; 250 Ruthven I&R in Mar. 

Flocks of 100-200 in M&N (1), NE(2), A&D (1), P&K 
(3), Loth (3), Clyde (4), Ayr (11) and D&G (1). Elsewhere 
max were: Shet (5), Ork (3), Caith (80), Suth (30). 500 
Buteland L,320 Marchbank L and 230 Dunfermline F 
during 5-19 Apr. 

Passage N.Isles from 26 Mar. Peaks 10-24 Apr when 
180 Whalsay Shet, 100+Haroldswick Shet; 90 Fair Is 
& 268 N.Ronaldsay Ork. 

Last Ayr , Arg, Cent 10-17 Apr; Caith, P&K, I&R, Fife 
and Bord 21-28 Apr; Bord, Clyde and NE 15-21 May; 
Ork 28 May; Is of May 6 Jun; Fair Is 8 Jun; Shet 16 Jun. 
Breeding: Ayr 1m sang Cent Ayrshire, also 1f paired 
with Chaffinch there 29 Apr were not re-located; Ork 
Im san g Queenamidda 15 May; Shet Im _ sang 
Kergord 5-16 Jun. 

First returned NE 7 Aug; Fair Is 13 Sep; Ork 14 Sep; 
Shet 23 Sep; Is of May & Bord 30 Sep; Caith, I&R, 
P&K, Fife, Loth 2-3 Oct; A&D, Arg 9-11 Oct; Cent & 
Suth 31 Oct-1 Nov; Clyde 4 Nov; M&N 12 Dec. 
Poor autumn passage. First movement mostly 30 Sep- 
10 Oct: 50 Sumburgh Shet; 151 N.Ronaldsay; 160 Fair 
Is;9 Noss Caith; 40 Is of May; 7 Fife Ness F; 6 Barns 
Ness L; 15 St.Abbs & 40 Dowlaw B. 

Later birds include 50 St.Margarets Hope Ork 22 Oct; 
60 Fair Is 30 Oct & 30 St.Abbs 4 Nov. 

Largest flocks Nov-Dec returned further to P&K, but 
firmly centred in E Scotland: 2,500 Blackford P&K; 
1,500 Kinbuck P&K; 1,000 Aberlady L; 500 Ballindarg 
A&D; 500 Knock L; 500 Gladhouse L; 400 Ryslaw B; 
350 Eddleston ; 300 Mount Lothian L; 250+Torrance 
House Clyde. Flocks 100-200 reported also from I&R 
(2), M&N (1), P&K (3), Fife (1), Loth (1) & Clyde (1). 


Greenfinch Carduelis chloris 

Much poorer winter numbers than usual. — 

Few wintered N.Isles, only 1Shet & max 12 Ork. 

300 Thurdistoft Caith in Jan; 300 Howford M&N & 
250 Burghead M&N were only large flocks. 

Flocks 100-200 in Caith (2), M&N (1), Arg (1), Clyde 
(1), Ayr (1), P&K (1), Fife (1), Bord (1). 

Few spring migrants: 5 Shet, 1 Fair Is, 4 Is of May. 
Breeding CBC (F+10%/W-10%), CES ( ads+15%, 
juvs -20%): Ork bred Finstown &Kirkwall, 12 sang at 
5 sites; I&R stable 7prs bred Eigg, possibly extinct 
Canna; Arg pr bred Colonsay. 

Autmn passage: 3 Shet, 2 Fair Is and 2 Is of May. 
Few large flocks: 270 Devil's Dyke Ayr; 450 Achreamie 
Caith; 220 Ardmore Clyde in Nov; 330 Oakley F, 550 
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Cupar F and 250 Gattonside B in Dec 
100-200 flocks in M&N (2), A&D (1), Fife (1), P&K 
(3), Cent (2), Bord (1), Clyde (1), Ayr (4). 


Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 

Several areas, I&R, M&N, NE, P&K, Bord and D&G, 
report increased numbers. Decrease noted A&D. 

150 Gladhouse L; 80 Kirkbean D&G in Jan; 126 
Burghead M&N in Feb; &75 Livingston L in Mar. 
Elsewhere flocks >20 in Caith (2), M&N (3), P&K (2), 
Fife (7), Cent (1), Loth (1), Bord (3), Clyde (1), Ayr (2). 


Very scarce N. Isles, only 8Mar -23 May: 2 Shet, 3 Fair I 


Is, 1 Ork. Only 6 Is of May same period. 

Breeding CBC (F+9%): I&R now common E. Ross | 
after steady increases; Loth 4prs Prestongrange (6). 
Noted 5 sites Caith &"small numbers" SE Suth. 
Autumn passage: none Shet, 1-3 Fair Is & 3 Ork. 
Flocks of 200 Barjarg D&G & Dalry D&G with nec 


Bemersyde B, all Sep-Oct. 

Elsewhere flocks 25-100 seen M&N (4), NE, A&D (6), 
P&K (8), Fife (4), Cent (1), Loth (2), Bord (3); ee 
(10), Ayr (6) and D&G (1). 


Siskin Carduelis spinus 
More numerous. Several big flocks: 500 Comlonsedl | 


D&G; 300+ Almondbank P&K, 300 ValleyfieldF, 125) | 


100-200 noted Tyninghame L, Aberlady L “ 


| 
| 


Tweedbank B, 120 Mundole M&N, 100 Tromiebridge) | 


I&R in Jan; 120 Killiecrankie P&K in Feb. 


Good spring passage Mar-May with increasingly i ! 
numbers poe handled by pees 314 Clachan ee) 


Siskin 


mo 
i 
Andrew Stevenin 


| 
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prs successful Rum; M&N first fledged young trapped 
3 May; Cent bred Falkirk area for first time; Bord 
many more young than usual Lammermuirs"; D&G 
Ow widespread in Wood of Cree oakwoods. 
ost-breeding flocks include 280 & 180 Glentrool area 
¥&G, 130 Aberfeldy P&K and 80 Inversnaid Clyde. 
‘easonable autumn passage, main movement 30 Sep- 
O Oct when max 300 Fair Is; max 240 N.Ronaldsay 
rk; 280 Is of May &140 St.Abbs B. 

ater movement 17-20 Oct with 300/hr Clynelish Suth; 
32 Hopeman M&N; 300Is of May; 280W Tyninghame 
, with some 65 at Stornoway Woods OH by 24 Oct. 
eak numbers in Nov with many substantial flocks 
icluding 400 Vane Farm P&K, 300+ Rannoch P&K, 
OO Braemar NE, 240 Culbin M&N, 200+ Lochore F 
locks sizes smaller into Dec except 450 Kinloch Laggan 
&R and 210 Newtonmore I&R. 


Jinnet Carduelis cannabina 

ewer huge flocks: 400 Mid Arlaw NE, 350+ 
ardenwilliam Ayr in Jan; record 600 Burghead M&N 
1Feb. Flocks of 200-300 birds : Suth (1), M&N (1), NE 
1), P&K (2), Fife (3), Loth (4), Bord (1), Ayr (1). 
reeding CBC (F+8%/W+32%), CES (ads-34%, juvs - 
2%): Ork 9prs on Hoy (22); Clyde stable 3prs 
Aerryton ; Loth decline continues to 12prs Aberlady 
13); Bord stable 10prs St.Abbs. 

,000 Musselburgh L in Sep; 1,100 Blackford P&K in 
\ct; 750+ Lockshaw Moss F in Nov; 2,000 Valleyfield 
‘in Dec. Flocks of 100-600 noted Caith (1), M&N (2), 
IE (2), A&D (2), P&K (3), Fife (4), Cent (2), Bord(3), 
‘lyde (2), Ayr (8). 

oor passage Shet-Fair Is, only 2 records. Max 100 
t. Margarets Hope Ork in Sep and 30 Is of May in Oct. 


‘wite Carduelis flavirostris 

an-Mar flocks: 650 Blackford P&K, 500 Keiss Caith, 
00 Kinbuck P&K, 190 Wigtown D&G, 150 Burray 
Irk in Jan; 600 Alterwell Caith, 200 L.Ryan D&G, 
00 Cabrach M&N in Feb; 100 Mount Lothian L In 
Aar. Little evidence of passage on E.coast, but max 
0 Fair Is 25 Apr & 3 May. 

seeding: I&R 25+ prs Eigg (30+); P&K reported 
fom 20 sites; Loth 1-2prs bred Pentlands; Ayrreported 
Sites; D&G reported 2 sites. 

assage mid-Aug-Oct: 100 Haroldswick Shet 17 Sep; 
(00 Longoe Caith 24 Sep; max 300 Fair Is 26 Sep; 
50 Stenness Ork 27 Sep; good numbers through Shet 
-16 Oct, max 150 Spiggie Shet 14 Oct. 

Vintering flocks mid-Oct-Dec include 1,000 Stenness, 
‘00 Noss Head Caith, 410 Kilchoman, Islay Arg & 170 
surlywee D&G in Oct; 400 Cambushinnie P& K & 200 
Nipple Ayr in Nov; 2,450 Strathallan (4 flocks) P&K, 
100 Scarfskerry Caith & 100 Tyninghame L during 
Jec. 
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Redpoll Carduelis flammea 

Better flocks sizes Jan-Mar with 250+ Brora Suth in 
Jan; 130 Killiecrankie P&K in Feb; 300 Avielochan 
I&R in Mar with flocks 40-100 reported M&N (1), NE 
(1), A&D (4), P&K (1), Bord (1). 

Late-Apr flocks, probably pre-breeding assemblies, of 
200 Dunalistair P& K, 130 Killchonan P&K, SO Gordon 
Moss B, 55 Longformacus B & 40 Cromlix Cent. 
May peak at migration sites, mainly 1-3 birds. 
Breeding CBC (A-29%), CES (ads-49%, juvs-47%): 
Ork pr poss bred Hoy; OHeb ad feeding young 
Stornoway Woods in Jun, max 65 there in Sep; Suth 
"exceptional" numbers of juvs Melvich; [&R 7+prs 
Figg, only 1 successful; Bord few young trapped Alemill; 
Arg bred several plantation in Rhinns, arecent extension 
of range; D&G scarce Borders Forest Park, virtually no 
juvs produced. 

No large post-breeding flocks reports, max 80 in NE. 
Few signs of passage, only 7 Is of May 29 Sep. 
Winter flocks were very scarce: 200 Insh Marshes 
I&R; 130 Rothiemurcus I&R; 100+ Drumclog Moor 
I&R; max elsewhere P&K (50), Loth (30), Ayr (40), 
D&G (80) with none mentioned M&N, NE, A&D, Fife, 
Cent and Bord. 


Mealy Redpoll C.fflammea 

1-2 birds seen 3 sites Shet & 3 sites Ork. More widespread 
Apr-early Jun in N.Isles when 4-2 birds at 12 sites Shet, 
Fair Is and 4 sites Ork. 

75 Bladdering Cleugh L 4 Apr; 6 Longformacus B 23 
Apr were only mainland reports. 

Autumn passage in N.Isles had 10 reports Shet 1 Oct- 
8 Nov, max 4 Catfirth 1 Oct; daily Fair Is, max 4, 
25Sep-17 Oct with 1-2 0n27 Oct & 3 Nov; 7 reports Ork 
25 Sep-12 Nov, max 11 N.Ronaldsay 12 Nov. 

2 Musselburgh L 13 Nov and c90 Brora Suth 17 Nov 
were the only mainland reports. 


Greenland Redpoll C.f-rostrata 
1 Mossbank Shet 27 Jan-28 Mar & 1 Whalsay Shet on 
23 Oct. 


*Arctic Redpoll Carduelis hornemanni 

Singles Fair Is 21 Jan-6 Feb and 31 May-1 Jun, both 
C.h.exilipes. 

Singles Northdale Shet 9-10 Oct; North Ronaldsay 
Ork 11 Oct; Burravoe, Yell Shet 22 Oct; Norwick 
Shet 30 Oct; Queenamidda Ork 8 Nov; Sullom Shet 
23-25 Nov; Baltasound, Unst Shet 24 Nov. 


. Photo: N.Ronaldsay bird British Birds 87: 468 


[1989] 2 Fetlar Shet 14 Oct. 
[1992] 1 Noness Shet 17 Oct. 
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Common Crossbill Loxia curvirostra 

A better year than in 91-92 with small to moderate 
numbers in most areas and reasonable numbers in 
P&K, D&G and Ayr where breeding proved. Numbers 
still well down in NE. 

Hardly any Jan reports, most first records from Feb- 
Apr. Best numbers were in Border Forest Park D&G 
where point counts suggest 1,000-2,000 birds in Jan; 
Black Wood of Rannoch P&K with max 60 on 9 Feb; 
and 30 Tentsmuir F 7 Mar. 

Elsewhere max 12 I&R, 6 Arg, 5 Ayr, 4 Loth, 3 OHeb 
with singles Bord and Clyde. 

Breeding proved Border Forest Park, Black Wood of 
Rannoch, Tarfessock Ayr & Craig Hill Clyde. Breeding 
possible at 3 sites M&N, several areas NE, 3 sites A&D, 
14 sites P&K and 5 sites Ayr. 

Dispersal from Jun with parties seen widely, Jul-Aug 
reaching coasts and N.Isles, max 50 Carron Valley 
Cent/Clyde, 35 Tain T&R, 32 Culbin M&N, 30 Bonaly 
L, 20+ Polmood A&D. 

Higher pine cone crop Border Forest allowed further 
breeding with brood seen Oct. 

Few good counts thereafter, 50 Golspie Suth in Oct and 
42 Glentrool D&G in Nov, being the best. 

Reports fall away into Nov with several areas lacking 
Dec records. 


* Scottish Crossbill Loxia scotica 

Difficulty of separation from Common Crossbill, reduces 
numbers of positive reports of this species. 

Above average numbers Abernethy Reserve I&R. 
Max 4 birds on several occasions Badan Dubh I&R. 
Max 15 birds reported Glen Tanar and Aboyne NE. 

2 Invershin Suth 7 Mar; 3 Clynelish Suth 27 Aug; with 
8 Aultnacaber I&R 25 Nov. 

Possibles: Culbin, Roseisle, Sluie & Soccach M&N. 
Claims of Parrot Crossbill Loxia pytopsittacus within the 
range of the Scottish Crossbill in 1993, identified mostly on 


biometrics are being examined by the BBRC. 
See Proctor & Fairhurst (1993) Birding World 6: 145-146. 
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*Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus 


1 Is of May 10 May; 1 Kergord Shet 18 May; 1 FairIs | 
and 2 N.Ronaldsay Ork 19 May; singles Fair Is & | 


N.Ronaldsay 20 May; 10 Shet, 4 Ork, 2 Noss Caith on 
21-22 May. 1-2 almost daily Fair Is to 12 Jun. 


Max 5 N.Ronaldsay 23 May when 1 Deerness Ork. | 


Mostly 1-2 birds 27May-8 Jun at N.Ronaldsay (3), 


Stronsay, Evie, Papa Westray & Rendall Ork; St.Abbs ; 


B; Is of May (4); Bridge of Don NE; Sumburgh & 


Eswick Shet. Max 4 Papa Westray 6 Jun. Latest reports |) 
1 Donmouth NE & 1 Sullom Shet 11 Jun. | 


Probably 70 N.Isles & 10 elsewhere. 


Breeding: Bridge of Don bird sang 1-4 Jun; 2 mm Eigg ; 


I&R 8-17 Jun; 1 Ist-s sang Kilchoan I&R 9 Jun. 


1 juv Dingwall I&R 28 Aug was probably a passage | 
bird rather than locally bred. 1 Is of May 1 Jul. I | 
55 in autumn. Daily Fair Is 24 Aug-11 Oct,perhaps 15 

i; 


birds, max 5 on 28 Aug, 7 on 6 Sep, 5 on 18 Sep. First 
2 N.Ronaldsay 6 Sep, probably13 birds there to 2 Oct, | 
max 5 on 9 Sep. | 


Elsewhere mostly singles Brae Shet, Dingwall I&R & | iy 
Norwick 27-31 Aug; Is of May & Sumburgh 3-5 Sep;| 
Fetlar Shet, Sanday Ork & Balmedie NE 11-12 Sep;| 


Bothwell Park Clyde , Stronsay (2), Girdleness NE) 
Grutness, Blett,Skaw, Norwick, Whalsay & Scalloway) 
Shet 17-22 Sep. Gap until further singles 29 Sep-4 Oct) 
at Is of May, Cruden Bay & Colliston NE, Unst & Foula) 
Shet & Stronsay (2). 

Final 1 Glen App Ayr 21 Oct. First for Ayr. 


Pallas's Rosefinch Carpodacus roseus 
lad m Is of May 11-20 Apr. 

Records treated as dealing with escapes. 
SSS 
Long-tailed Rosefinch Uragus sibiricus i 


1 ad m St.Abbs B 10-17 May, possibly same individua) * 


Easthaven A&D 30-31 May. The Angus bird showed ! 


sign of feather wear which Borders bird did not. 
Classed as escapes. 
Photo St.Abbs bird Birding World 6:183. 


Long-tailed Rosefinci 
Steven Brown 
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Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula 

CBC (F+16%/W-18%), CES (ads-1%, juvs -5%): 
Caith 2prsLangwell & ipr Berriedale; I&R stable 
10prs Eigg, few young; P&K 8-10prs Killiecrankie; 
Clyde 4prs Barons Haugh (3), lpr Merryton (2); D&G 
increasing Wood of Cree. 

Largest flocks: 36 Cleish Hills F 28 Feb; 25 Birnam Hill 
P&K 4 Jan; 21 Carrick Hills Ayr 31 Oct. Parties of 15- 
20 birds in M&N(2), NE, P&K (3), Fife, Loth & Ayr (2). 
Singles Feb & Apr in Ork, Nov in Shet. None Fair Is. 


Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes 

Usual scatter of records from known breeding areas. 
NE 1 Banchory Jan-Mar with 2pr +br1 there in Jul; 
A&D 1 Dundee 26 Jun might be local or from nearby 
Scone population; P&K only 2 reports of 2 birds Scone; 
Bord pr Kelso Apr & Jun, max 6 Hirsel Jan-Mar, with 
1 Monteviot Apr & Jun; D&G single Logan Gardens 
May & Jun, another Laurieston in Nov. 

Passage and odd singles, mostly inN. 8 singles arrived 
Shet: Kergord 4 Apr, Quendale 7 Apr, Unst 10 Apr, 
Dunrossness 11 Apr, Cunningsburgh 13 Apr, Scalloway 
16 Apr, Yell 25 Apr & Urafirth 27 Apr, the Unst bird 
remained to 14 Jun. Singles St.John's Caith 12 Apr; 
N.Ronaldsay Ork 5 May; Rendall Ork 8-9 May, Fair 
Is 22 May. 

Wandering singles: Nethybridge I&R 12-15 Jan; 
Edderton I&R 1 May; Ardess Clyde 5 May; Sluie 
M&N 1 Jul; & Cumnock Ayr 10 Nov. 


Chinese Grosbeak Eophona migratoria 

1 Fair Is 18-26 Nov. 

Being an E.Palearctic middle-distance migrant, but 
kept in captivity, it was assumed to be an escape. 


[Magnolia Warbler] Dendroica magnolia 

The mummified corpse of a 1st-w was found on a tanker 
out of Delaware via Mexico and Venezuela at Sullom 
Voe Shet in mid-Nov. 


[American Redstart] Setophaga ruticilla 

A mummified corpse of a 1st-w m or ad f was found on 
tanker at Sullom Voe Shet 27 Dec. The tanker had left 
Texas in Nov, travelling via Angola. 


Specimen now in National Museum of Scotland. 


Lapland Bunting Calcarius lapponicus 

Only wintering flock was at Eyemouth B , max 22 on 
1 Jan, 19 there 20 Feb with 3 on 27 Feb. Elsewhere 2 Elie 
F 1 Jan, still there 30 Jan; 1 Littleferry Suth 22 Feb. 
Movements from early -Mar with SN Eyemouth 5 Mar 
and 1-4 birds passing through there on 4 dates until last 
1 on 28 Mar; | Musselburgh L 27 Mar; 1 Fair Is 7 Apr: 
1 Harray Ork 12 Apr; 1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 18 Apr & 
23 May. 


Good autumn with much more widespread reports than 
usual. First singles Fair Is 9 Sep, N.Ronaldsay & Stronsay 
Ork and Newburgh NE 11 Sep; 1-2 birds followed at 
Noss Caith on 12 Sep, Is of May 14 Sep, Girdleness NE 
16 Sep, Barns Ness L 17 Sep & Dowlaw B 19 Sep with 
9-14 birds N.Ronaldsay 10Sep-4 Oct. 1-7 seen at 9 sites 
Shet Tyninghame L, Isle of May & Kilminning F 
during same period. Peak passage 3-4 Oct with 22 Fair 
Is; 47 N.Ronaldsay;1-3 birds Stronsay & S.Ronaldsay 
Ork; 3S Portnahaven Arg & singles Girleness (2). 
Further trickle during Oct with 1 Portnahaven, 2 Burn 
of Brims & singles Noss Head Caith, Foveran NE, 
Montrose Basin A&D & Bracken Bay Ayr. 4 Arbroath 
A&D 3 Nov. 

More widespread wintering: up to 19 N.Ronaldsay to 
10 Dec; 9 Fraserburgh NE 18 Dec into 1994; 1-9birds 
Tyninghame L to 4 Dec; 1-3 Musselburgh to 5 Dec. At 
Eyemouth changes in farm practice may have removed 
the traditional stubble fields, only 2 appearing briefly on 
23 Dec. 2 Findhorn Bay M&N 30 Dec. 


Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis 

Big wintering flocks mostly in N: 300 Rumsdale Caith 
inJan;47 Foveran NE & 40Fair Is in Feb; 200 Sandwick 
Ork in Mar. 20-72 Cairngorm I&R Jan-Mar, max 150 
on4 Apr. Flocks of 20-50 seen Shet, Ork ("few"), Caith, 
T&R (3), M&N (2). 50 Criffel D&G, 35 Gameshope B 
& 30 Talla B in Jan were best counts in S. 

Few after Mar: 14 Westray Ork 3 Apr; 5 Dunnet Bay 
Caith 4 Apr; 4 Whalsay Shet 21 Apr; 1 Colonsay Arg 
23 Apr; 8 Ronas Hill Shet 8 May; last Fair Is 9 May; last 
N.Ronaldsay Ork 26 May. 

Breeding: M&N usual number of breeders with good 
success despite adverse weather; I&R 15 mm paired to 
16ff Cairngorm, a slight increase on '92; 1m+3ff Ben 
Alder; NE an excellent 168 young ringed. 

First Ronas Hill Shet 6 Sep; Ork 8 Sep; Fair Is 11 Sep; 
Suth 14 Sep; Fife & Caith 25-28 Sep; Is of May & 
Arg3- 5 Oct; M&N and Bord 11-17 Oct; Loth, Ayr, 
A&D 6-13 Nov. 

Strong influx N.Isles with 65 Lamba Ness Shet 23 Sep; 
131 Fair Is 3 Oct; 319 N.Ronaldsay 13 Oct; 66 Scatness 
Shet 16 Oct; 250 Uyeasound Shet 17 Oct, with many 
other smaller flocks Shet & Ork in Oct-early Nov. Only 
very small numbers, mostly 1-15 birds on E.coast. 
Mainland build-up mostly Nov with 100 Lochnagar NE 
13 Nov; but Dec peak with massive 1,000 Kilpatrick 
Hills Clyde 18 Dec. 

200S.Ronaldsay Ork, 154N.Ronaldsay; 150 Dounraey 


Caith: 130 Nairn/Culbin Bars M&N, 100 W.Greenland 


Caith; 80 Kinloch Laggan I&R, & 74 Lossiemouth 
M&N during Dec. 
Very few in S, max count Ayr (5). 
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Yellowhammer 


Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella 

100+ Caerlaverock D&G and 100 Earlston B in Jan; 
100 Boon B inFeb; 175+Greenan Ayr, 112 KeithM&N 
in Mar were the only flocks >100 birds. 

Flocks of 40-100 in M&N, NE (3), P&K (4), Fife (3), 
Cent, Loth (3), Clyde (2), Ayr . 

Poor passage N.Isles with only 3 Shet & 7 Fair Is. 
Breeding CBC (F-5%/W+7%) P&K 1 lprs Vane Farm, 
almost disappeared Killiecrankie; Bord 8 St.Abbs (9); 
Arg 2 reports, no proof Colonsay where rare; Clyde 
stable 13prs Merryton; Ayr suggestion of decline. 


Rustic Bunting 
Steven Brown 
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Few records from N. Isles: 4 Shet, 2 Fair Is & 5 Ork, max 
7 N.Ronaldsay 4 Nov. 

250 Longside NE in Dec was by far the largest winter 
flock, the next best being 70 Doonfoot Ayr. 

Largest elsewhere:60 Loth, 50+ D&G, 50 Fife, 42 Bord, 
40 Cent, 30 Clyde. 


*Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana 
3in spring and c20 in autumn. 


Singles Grutness Shet 20-23 May; Quendale Shet on } 


22-25 May; & N.Ronaldsay Ork 5 Jun. 


1 Skerries Shet 8-11 Sep; 1 Isof May 9-11 Sep; 1-2 birds _ 
Fair Is 10-20 Sep, max 3 on 15 Sep; 1 on N.Ronaldsay | 
10 Sep, rising to max 7 on 14 Sep with 1-3 to 22 Sep; | 
1 Dowlaw B 11Sep; 1 Toab Shet 12-16 Sep; 1 Easthaven | 
A&D 14-17 Sep; 1 Is of May 17-26 Sep;1 N.Ronaldsay | |! 


26 Sep and 4 Oct; 1 Stronsay Ork 5 Oct. 


*Rustic Bunting Emberiza rustica 
& in spring, 19 in autumn. 


1 St.Abbs B 11-14 May; 1Hillwell Shet 16 May; 2 Is of | 


May 21 May; 1 Grutness and | Virkie Shet on 28 May; 
1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 31 May; 1 Rattray NE 1 Jun. 
2nd report for NE, 3rd for Bord. 


Singles Fair Is 13 Sep; Northdale Shet 14 Sep; Fair Is | 
20 Sep: Toab & Foula Shet 25 Sep; Fair Is 29 Sep; | 


Whalsay & Skaw Shet 30 Sep; Northdale 1 Oct; 


Scalloway Shet 2 Oct; 3 Fair Is 3 Oct; Quendale Shet | 
4 Oct; Hirta, St.Kiida OH 5 Oct; Scatness Shet 8 Oct;|- 


Out Skerrics Shet 9 Oct; Achreamie Caith 13 Nov. 


Record 11 for Shet, good 6 for Fair Isle & 1st for Caith. | 


~ R.D.Murray [Ed] 


~ *Little Bunting Emberiza pusilla 

| 3in spring, 32 in autumn. 

~ 1St.Abbs B 10-11 May, another 2 there 15 May were the 
only spring records. 4th-6th for Borders. 

1 Scatness Shet 12 Sep; 1 Kilminning F 20 Sep; 3 Fair 
~ Is 24 Sep, with 1-5 there to 10 Oct, max 5 on 28 Sep, 
' total perhaps 10 individuals ; 1 Northdale Shet 25 Sep; 
1 Foula Shet & 1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 27 Sep; 1 Sumburgh 
_ Shet 29 Sep; 1 Grutness Shet & 1 Is of May 30 Sep, 
another on 4 Oct; 2 Fetlar Shet 1 Oct; 1 Whalsay Shet 
~ 3 Oct; 1 North Ronaldsay 4 Oct, further singles there on 
- 9 & 12 Oct; 1 W.Skeld Shet 7 Oct; 1 Seafield Shet & 
_ 1Girdleness NE 9 Oct, 3rd for NE; 1 Sumburgh 30 Oct; 
_ 1Stronsay Ork 30 Oct, still there 31 Dec; 1 N.Ronaldsay 
~ 5 Nov; 1 Sullom Shet 6-7 Nov. 
| [1992] singles N.Ronaldsay Ork 3-6 Oct & 4-9 Oct. 


j 


- *Yellow-breasted Bunting Emberiza aureola 
-. Singles Stronsay Ork 20-21 Sep. 5th for Ork. 


j *Red-headed Bunting Emberiza bruniceps 

1m Fair Is 23-24 May; 1m Iona Arg 10 Jun; 1m Norby 
f Shet 13 Jun; 1 imm m Fair Is 13-17 Sep. 

‘Normally treated as probable escapes. 


| '*Black-headed Bunting Emberiza melanocephala 

1m Bruichladdich, Islay Arg 7 Jun-4 Jul; 1 m Likasto, 

| Harris OH 5 Jul, later Shadrer 16 Jul. 

| | Possiblity exists that records refer to same individual. 
} 
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/ Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus 

/ Big winter flocks, mostly in W: max 80 L.Gruinart, 
‘Islay Arg & 50 Blackstoun-Boghead Clyde during Jan; 
»50 Tailend Moss L in Feb; max 50+ Greenan Ayr in 
» Mar. Elsewhere >20 birds noted: Ork, Caith, P&K, 
Loth (2), Clyde (4) and D&G. 2 wintered Shet. 
Passage light. 12 Is of May & 11 Fair Is 11-14 May 
Breeding CBC (F+10%) CES (ads+11%,juvs -3%) 
Shet cl4prs at 9 sites; Ork 13prs Hoy (14); I1&R 44+ 


ae 
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Insh Marshes (53); Clyde 10prs Baron’s Haugh (8), 
14prs Merryton (20)-flooding; Loth 36prs Aberlady 
(43), 19prs Bavelaw (24), 4prs Threipmuir (7). Higher 
numbers than usual reported Clyde and Ayr. Ringing 
Alemill B yielded only single juv suggesting disastrous 
season locally. 

Weak passage E.coast, stronger N.Isles. 30 Tankerness 
Ork 16 Aug; 18 Ungrista Shet 3 Oct with max 101 
N.Ronaldsay Ork & 40 Fair Is 4 Oct; 55 N.Ronaldsay 
12 Oct; 13 Norwick Shet 18 Oct. 

In contrast max 3 Is of May & 9 St.Abbs B 30 Sep. 
Large counts Nov-Dec include 100+Balmaclellan D&G; 
50 Longside NE & 50 Montrose Basin A&D with >20 
reported Caith, NE, Clyde (2) & Ayr. 


Corn Bunting Milaria calandra 

Greater detail of population indicates continued declines 
but not as bad in some core areas as feared. 

Breeding CBC (A+17%) Ork 1 sang Sanday, | pr 
Stronsay with 5 there in Dec probably the whole island 
population; OHeb 1 Callanishin Jun but now considered 
extinctin Lewis & Harris; 1&R 20 sang E.Ross peninsula, 
7 at 4 other sites; M&N 17 sang at 9 sites; NE surviving 
better than feared but still declining, best numbers 
Buchan Plain; A&D shift N of Arbroath in population 
but doing better than expected; Fife 84 sang (91); Cent 
2 sites; Loth 18 terr at 9 sites; Bord 1 site only; Arg 
2 sang Tiree (7) + 1 other site; Ayr 1 site; D&G 12 sang 
at 3 sites No reports Clyde & P&K. 

Better winter counts produced by BTO survey: M&N 
max 8 Hopeman; NE 150 Rathen, 110 Aberchirder, 
102 Huntly, 70 Fergus, 60 Drakemyre & 30 Coldwells; 
A&D 14 Boghead Farm& 11 Barnhead; Fife 60 Crail, 
19 Dunshalt, 17 Balcomie Farm; Loth 16 E.Fortune, 
11 Crauchie; Bord 27 Lamberton. 

Elsewhere <10 in Ayr and D&G. 


Yellow-headed Blackbird 
Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus 
1 Scatwell, Strathconon I&R 25 Nov-3 Dec. 
List D species. Probably an escape but holds the 
possibility of being a genuine trans-Atlantic vagrant. 
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Recent Papers affecting the Scottish List 


Ross's Goose Anser rossii 

[1988] 1 Slains NE 10 Mar 

[1991] 1 Lossiemouth M&N 23 Mar 

Identifcation was accepted but the likelyhood of escape 
was considered too high to be acceptable. 

British Ornithologists’ Union (1993) Records Committee: 
Twentieth Report [bis 136: 253-255. 


Baikal Teal Anas formosa 

[1954] 1 Fair Isle 30 Sep-1 Oct. 

[1973] 1 Caerlaverock D&G 19 Feb-7 Apr. 

The identification of the Fair Isle bird was not accepted. 
That from Caerlaevrock was accepted, the likelyhood of 
the record involving an escape is considered high. It has 
been placed on List D1 of the british List. 

British Ornithologists’ Union (1993) Records Committee: 
Nineteenth Report Ibis 135: 493-499. 


Black Scoter Melanitta nigra americana 

[1979] 1 Findhorn M&N 29 Dec 

This record was considered unproven. The first British 
recordis now | Gosford Bay L 31 Dec 1987- 1 Jan 1988. 
British Ornithologists’ Union (1993) Records Committee: 
Twentieth Report [bis 136: 253-255. 


Merlin Falco columbarius 

N.American race F.c.columbarius 

[1920] 1 S.Uist OHeb 11 Nov 

This record of the nominate subspecies is no longer 
comnsdiered acceptable. 

British Ornithologists’ Union (1993) Records Committee: 
Nineteenth Report [bis 135: 493-499. 


Snipe Gallinago gallinago 

N.American race G.g.delicata 

[1920] 1 Outer Hebrides 26 Oct 

This record of the American race is no longer consid- 
ered acceptable. 

British Ornithologists’ Union (1993) Records Committee: 
Nineteenth Report [bis 135: 493-499. 


Little Auk Alle alle 

Arctic race polaris 

[1912] 1 Firth of Forth L/F ? 21 Jan 

This records is no longer considered acceptable. The 
first record is now | Lerwick Shet 5 Jan 1954. 

British Ornithologists’ Union (1993) Records Committee: 
Nineteenth Report [bis 135: 493-499. 


aii. 


Shore Lark Eremophila alpestris 

American race E.a.alpestris 

[1954] 1 S.Uist OHeb 29 Sep 

This record is no longer considered acceptable. 

British Omithologists' Union (1993) Records Committee: 
Nineteenth Report [bis 135: 493-499. 


Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 
Black-headed Wagtail M_f.feldegg 
[1970] 1 Fair Isle 7-9 May. 

[1984] 1 Skateraw L 28 Apr. 


These now become the only British records of this race | 


of Yellow Wagtail. 

Records removed from the list include: 
[1925] 1 Upper Nithsdale D&G 14 Jun 
[1936] 1 Whalsay Shet 20 May 

[1952] 1 Aberlady Bay L 2 Jul 

[1974] 1 Fair Isle 3-8 May 


One record is judged to be of a bird that came from an 
area close to the range of feldegg, where the race | 


intergrades with another. 
[1969] 1 Out Skerries Shet 8-11 Jun. 


British Ornithologists’ Union (1993) Records Committee: | 


Nineteenth Report [bis 135: 493-499. 


Black Wheatear Oenanthe leucura 

[1912] 1 Fair Isle 28-30 Sep 

[1953] 1 Fair Isle 19 Oct 

These records were found not to be acceptable. 
British Ornithologists’ Union (1993) Records Committee: 
Nineteenth Report [bis 135: 493-499. 


Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius 

[1985] 1 Skerryvore Lighthouse Arg 4-7 Jun. 
Formal paper notifying acceptance of Blue Rock Thrush 
on to the British List. 
Hume R.A. (1985) Blue Rock Thrush in Strathclyde: new to 
Britain and Ireland. British Birds 88: 130-132. 


Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula 
(1852/3?] 1 Kenmore Wood Clyde summer 
Identification was accepted but the provance of the skit) 


was considered not to be established. 
British Ornithologists’ Union (1993) Records Committee 


Nineteenth Report /bis 135: 493-499, | 
: | 
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LOCAL BIRD REPORT AREAS, SOC RECORDERS and LOCAL BIRD REPORTS 


Map Recording Area 

1 SHETLAND 
(except Fair Isle) 

2 FAIR ISLE 

3 ORKNEY 

4 OUTER HEBRIDES 
(Harris & Lewis) 


(Uists, Benbecula 
& Barra) 


CAITHNESS 


L Recorder 

Kevin Osborn 

20 Nederdale, Lerwick 
Shetland ZE1 OSA 


The Warden 
Bird Observatory, Fair Isle, 
Shetland ZE2 9JU 


Chris Booth 
34 High Street, Kirkwall, 
Orkney. KW14 1AZ 


Peter Cunningham 
10 Barony Square 
Stomoway, Isle of Lewis PA872TQ 


Tim Dix 
2 Dreumasdal 
South Uist, PA81 5RT 


Eric Maughan 
Burnside, Harbour Rd. 
Reay, Thurso, Caithness KW14 7RG 


SUTHERLAND, INVERNESS & ROSS 


(Sutherland, Ross & Cromarty 
Badenoch & Strathspey, Skye 


& Lochalsh, Inverness, Lochaber 


MORAY & NAIRN 
(Moray and Nairn) 


NORTH-EAST SCOTLAND 
(Banff & Buchan, 

Kincardine & Deeside, 
Aberdeen, Gordon) 


ANGUS & DUNDEE 
(Angus & 
City of Dundee) 


PERTH & KINROSS 
(Perth & Kinross) 


KIFE 
(Dunfermline, Kirkcaldy, 
N.1:.Fife) 


ISLE OF MAY 


Colin Crooke 
6 George Street 
Avoch, Rosshire [V9 8PU 


Martin Cook 
Rowanbrae, Clochan 
Buckie, Banffshire AB5 2EQ 


Andy Thorpe 

15 Albyn Terrace 
Aberdeen 

Grampian AB1 1XE 


Allan Burnett 

Scotston Cottage 
Kinnaird Estate, Brechin 
Angus DD9 6TY 


Ron Youngman 
Athol Bank, East Moulin Road, 
Pitlochry, Tayside, PH16 SHY 


Douglas Dickson 
45 Hawthorn Drive, Thornton 
Fife KY 1 4DZ 


lan Darling 
579 Lanark Road West 
Edinburgh EH14 7BL 


The areas listed below in bold capitals are the areas referred to throughout the systematic list. The number as- 
signed to each recording area is in reference to this map. The fullest details for most areas is available in the 
Local Bird Report, listed below. 


Local Bird Report 
Shetland Bird Report 
Ian Sandison 

9 Burnside, Lerwick 


Fair Isle Bird Observatory Report 
FIBOT, 21 Regent Terrace, 
Edinburgh EH7 5BT 


Orkney Bird Report 
Mildred Cuthbert 
Vishabrack, Evie, Orkney. 


Outer Hebrides Bird Report 
Tim Dix (below) 


Outer Hebrides Bird Report 
(from Recorder) 


Caithness Bird Report 
(from Recorder) 


Highland Bird Report 
(from Recorder) 


Moray & Nairn Bird Report 
(from Recorder) 


North-east Scotland Bird Report 
Mark Tasker 

17 Rubislaw Terrace 

Aberdeen ABI 1XE 


Angus & Dundee Bird Report 
(from Recorder) 


Perth & Kinross Bird Report 
(from Recorder) 


Fife Bird Report 
(from Recorder) 


Isle of May Bird Observatory Report 
(from Recorder) 
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Map 
13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


Recording Area 
CENTRAL 
(Clackmannan, Falkirk 
Stirling -Forth drainage 
area only ) 


ARGYLL 
(Argyll & Bute -except 
Isle of Bute) 


BUTE 
Cunninghame (Arran 
Bute & Cumbraes) 


CLYDE (Clydesdale, East 
Kilbride, Motherwell, Hamilton, 
Monklands, Strathkelvin, 
Renfrew, Inverclyde, Glasgow, 


Eastwood, Bearsden & Milngavie, 


Clydebank & Dumbarton, 
Clyde drainage of Stirling area. 


AYRSHIRE 

(mainland Cunninghame, 

Kyle & Carrick, Cumnock 
Doon, Kilmarnock &Loudoun) 


LOTHIAN 


BORDERS 


DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY 


(Nithsdale, Annandale & Eskdale 


(Stewartry & Wigtown) 


L R r 
Dr.Cliff Henty 

7 Coneyhill Road, 
Bridge of Allan 
Stirlingshire FK9 4EL 


Dr.Tristan ap Rheinhalt 
19 Shore Street, Port Wemyss 
Isle of Islay, Argyll PA47 7ST 


Berard Zonfrillo 
28 Brodie Road, 
Glasgow G21 3SB 


Iain Gibson 

2 Fulton Crescent 
Kilbarchan, Renfrewshire 
PA10 2EB 


Angus Hogg 
Kirklea, Crosshill 
Maybole, Ayrshire KA19 7RJ 


Ian Andrews 
15 The Parsonage, Musselburgh 
Midlothian EH21 7SW 


Ray Murray 
4 Bellfield Crescent, Eddleston, 
Peebles, Borders EH45 8RQ 


Ken Bruce 

Mallaig, Wellington Street 
Glencaple, Dumfries DG1 2RA 
Paul Collin 

Gairland, Old Edinburgh Road 
Minnigaff, Newton Stewart 
Wigtownshire DG8 6PL 


Abbreviations for recording areas used in text: 


Shet Shetland 

Fair Is Fair Isle 

Ork Orkney 
OH-OHeb Outer Hebrides 
Caith Caithness 

Suth Sutherland 


I&R Inverness & Ross 
M&N Moray & Nairn 
NE-NE Scot North-east Scotland 
A&D Angus & Dundee 
P&K Perth & Kinross 

F Fife 


Scottish Bird Report 1993 


Local Bird Report 

in Forth Naturalist & Historian 
L. Corbett, University Library 
University of Stirling, 

Stirling FK9 4LA 


Argyll Bird Report 
Nigel Scriven, Ardentinny Centre 
Ardentinny , Dunoon, Argyll 


in The Arran Naturalist (Arran only) 
Audrey Walters, Margnaheglish, 
Lamlash, Isle of Arran KA27 8LE 


Clyde Birds 
(from Recorder) 


Ayrshire Bird Report 
(from Recorder) 


Lothian Bird Report 
Paul Speak, 49 Douglas Crescent 
Longniddry, East Lothian EH31 0LH 


Borders Bird Report 
Michael Bickmore, Moss Side 


Hartwoddburn, Selkirk, Borders TD7SEY 


Dumfries & Galloway Bird Report 
(see Stewartry) 


Dumfries & Galloway Bird Report 
Joan Howie, 60 Main Street 
St.John's Town of Dalry 

Castle Douglas, Kirkcudbrightshire 


L-Loth Lothian 

B-Bord Borders 

Cent Central | 
Arg Argyll | 
Ayr Ayrshire 

D&G Dumfries & Gallowé 


Abbreviations in tables: the data for recording areas has been combined as follows: 


N.Isles Shetland, Fair Isle & Orkney 

W.Isles Outer Hebrides 

N.Scotland Caithness, Sutherland, Inverness & Ross 
NE Scotland Moray & Nairn, North-east Scotland 


W.Scotland 


E/C Sc 


SE Scotland 
SW Scotland 


Argyll, Arran & Bute 
otland 
Lothian & Borders 


Angus & Dundee, Perth & Kinross, Central & Fife 


Clyde, Ayrshire, Dumfries & Galloway 


| 


—a 


Scottish 1 
Local Bird Report | 
Areas 


ee 


See pages 63 & 64 for full details 
Note that areas 6a and 6b have same 
Local Recorder from 1995. 
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